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INTRODUCTION 

DELEGATES THE FLOOR IS OPEN!  
Dear delegates and chairs, 
 
This is your personal guidebook, that includes all the instructions you 
need for a successful OberMUN 2023. Here you can find the committees 
and the topics that are going to be discussed during the event and the 
"flow of the debate" which will guide you through the debate. 
 
A delegate of Obermun2023 should always remember to not only 
represent their Country’s position and interests, but also to embody 
more important values, first of all, the values of respect and 
compromise. 
In fact in a Model United Nations, but also in everyday life, finding a 
perfect solution, suitable for everyone is often impossible. 
Therefore delegates need to respect each others’ differences and 
opinions, and let them be an enrichment for the whole community. 
 
We firmly believe that OberMUN 2023 can be an amazing chance to 
learn the importance of international diplomacy, but also to meet 
amazing people, get to know new cultures and widen your vision of the 
world.In the past years we have participated in OberMUN as delegates 
ourselves, so we remember clearly the emotions we felt, as we raised 
our placards and spoke up. 
In those days we collected some of the best memories of our lives, so we 
wish for you to have a marvelous experience as well! 
 
The Head Organizers  
Andrea Feltrin  
Tea Pangher 
Niccolò Sangermano 
Caterina Valle 
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TIMETABLE 

FRIDAY 31st March 2023  
09:00-10:00 REGISTRATION 

10:00-12:00 OPENING CEREMONY 

12:00-14:00 FREE LUNCH BREAK 

14:00-17:00 I SESSION 

 
 
SATURDAY  1st April 2023  

09:00-10:30 II SESSION 

10:30-11:30 COFFE BREAK 

11:30-13:00 III SESSION 

13:00-14:30 FREE LUNCH BREAK 

14:30-17:00 IV SESSION 

From 20:00 GALA DINNER 

 
 
SUNDAY 2nd April 2023  

09:00-10:30 V SESSION 

10:30-11:00 SHORT BREAK 

11:00-12:30 VI SESSION 

12:30-14:00 FREE LUNCH BREAK 

14:00-15:30 CLOSING CEREMONY 
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GENERAL RULES 

English is the only official language of OberMUN, no other languages are 
allowed during the simulation. All debate, discussion during caucuses 
and written material produced including notes passed between delegates 
must be in English.  

The use of any electronic device, besides the computer or tablet, is only 
allowed after asking permission to the Chairs. Cell phones may not be 
used during the session; they must be switched off.  

Breaking these rules implies a compulsory warning.  
i.e. the Chair has no choice but to issue you with a warning.  

Delegates are expected to maintain a diplomatic position, this means 
they should not slouch, slide back or rock or balance on their chairs, but 
should sit upright with a dignified posture at all times. Delegates who do 
not observe these rules will be reminded by the chairs to do so.  

In order to take part in the debate, delegates have to raise the hand on 
the conference platform, be sure that the placard with the name of the 
delegation is always visible, and be careful not to talk over others.  

Dress code: formal attire  
Women: Blouse and trousers/skirt (not too short, no jeans), suit shoes 
(not open toed, no sneakers), and avoid lace and coloured stockings. No 
excessive jewellery.  
Men: Suit and tie, formal shoes and black or dark navy socks (no jeans, 
no hats). 
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THE DEBATE 

Delegates debate the MUN topics and issues. The main body of the MUN 
consists of committees dealing with various topics, made up of a number 
of delegates, each representing one Nation (or an NGO), so a given 
country (or organization) may be represented by several delegates each 
one serving on a different committee. The main goal of the debate is to 
come to proposals agreements or solutions regarding the issues 
discussed and to formalize them in a Resolution Paper.  

The debate is led and moderated by the Chairs, and all the participating 
delegates must adhere to a strict protocol in order to maintain the 
discussion flow, maintain a diplomatic and respectful behaviour and 
allow each delegate to speak and state their position.  

The debate is composed of 3 different parts:  
1. Speakers list (formal debate): the Chair asks all delegates wishing to 
make a speech to raise their placards to be added to the speakers list. The 
Chair will then choose the order of delegates to be placed on the speakers 
list. A country may only appear on the speakers list once. After a country 
has spoken, it may be added to the speakers list again by sending a note 
to the Chair. A motion may be tabled to set a specific speaking time; if no 
such motions are tabled default time is 60 seconds. In formal debate all 
rules of procedure are enforced;  
2. Moderated caucus (formal-informal debate): once a motion for a 
moderated caucus has passed and a specific length of time has been 
established, the Chairs calls the delegated that raise their placards to 
address the committee in turn (there is no formal time limit for speakers 
in a moderated caucus, however, the moderator will invite speakers to be 
brief if they speak for too long);  
3. Simple caucus (informal discussion): the rules of procedure are 
suspended. During this time delegates can meet 
informally with each other and the committee staff 
to discuss draft resolutions and other issues.  



 5 

DELEGATES 

Model UN rules of procedure are a simplified version of the rules that 
the actual General Assembly and Security Council use. Although they 
may seem awkward at times, they are designed to facilitate orderly 
debate and are quite easy to use.  
The basic principle of parliamentary procedure is that only one person 
speaks at a time, this is why a delegation can speak only after being 
recognized by the presiding officer and why it is important for delegates 
to yield at the end of their speeches.  

There are two major components in parliamentary procedure:  

Points allow delegates to:  
- suggest that rules have been misused;  
- askquestions about the rules or the work that the committee is 

doing; 
- ask questions of other delegates who are giving formal speeches 

(and who have indicated that they will answer questions).  

Motions guide the work of the committee, they allow the group to: 
- make substantive (subject-matter) decisions on which agenda 

item to discuss;  
- introduce draft resolutions and amendments;  
- decide when to hold a final vote, among others;  
- structure the procedural work of the committee, setting speaking 

times;  
- opening speakers’ lists and moving into moderated and 

unmoderated caucuses, for example.  
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FLOW OF DEBATE 
 

In order to guarantee each delegate's right to give voice to their opinions the 
Sessions follows a specific protocol, that each Committee member is 

required to respect. 

BEGINNING OF THE SESSION  

FIRST SESSION  

President: Does his/her opening speech, opens the floor without the 
delegates voting and yields the floor to the moderator: “The session will 
be now moderated by ...”  

! Roll call  

Moderator: “We will now proceed to a roll call.” Calls each delegate in 
alphabetical order Delegates: Stand up one by one “Present.”/“Present 
and voting”. Then they sit down.  

! Setting of the agenda + choice of the topic  

Moderator: “Delegates, the floor is open. Is there any motion on the 
floor?” 

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion to set the agenda.” Sits down  

Moderator: “We shall proceed to vote on this motion. Votes in favour 
(Raises their placards who's in favour) [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed, we shall proceed to select the first topic. 
Is there any delegate who would like to speak in favour of topic A?”  

Delegates: Raise their placards (those who want to 
speak)  
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Moderator: “Delegation of ... (and ...), you are added to the provisional 
speakers’ list for topic A. Are there any delegates who would like to 
speak in favour of topic B?”  

Delegates: Raise their placards (those who want to speak)  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... (and ...), you are added to the provisional 
speakers’ list for topic B.  

Delegation of *those who wanted to talk in favour of topic A*, the floor 
is yours; you have one minute to speak in favour of topic A.”  

Delegate: Speaks in favour of topic A and then says: “I yield my time to 
the Chair.”  

(Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Delegation of *the other delegates 
who want to speak in favour of topic A*, the floor is yours; you have one 
minute.”  

Delegate: Speaks in favour of topic A as well and then say: “I yield my 
time to the Chair.”)  

Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Delegation of *the first/only delegate 
who want to talk in favour of topic B*, the floor is yours; you have one 
minute to speak in favour of topic B.”  

Delegate: Speaks in favour of topic B and then says: “I yield my time to 
the Chair.”  

Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Delegates, the provisional speakers’ 
lists are empty, we shall proceed to vote on the topic. Raise your placards 
now to vote for topic A [...]; thank you, and now for topic B [...]. Topic ... 
has been chosen. Delegates, the floor is open. Is there any motion on the 
floor?”  

 
RE-OPENING OF THE DEBATE AFTER THE FIRST SESSION  

President: “Delegates, the session is now open 
and will be moderated by myself/Deputy-
President ....  
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We will now proceed to a roll call.” Calls each delegate in alphabetical 
order Delegates: Stand up one by one “Present.”/“Present and voting”.  

We shall now proceed with the discussion on topic A/B (the speakers’ 
list is already open)  

Moderator: “Delegates, the floor is open, is there any motion on the 
floor? ” 

 

ASKING TO USE AND ELECTRONIC DEVICE (at anytime): 

 

Delegate: Raises placard 

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 

Delegate: Stands up “Point of personal privilege.” 

Moderator: “Established.” 

Delegate: “To be able to use my laptop/tablet.” 

Moderator: “You may(/may not).” 

 

SPEAKERS’ LIST  

! Opening  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open the speakers’ list.” 
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Then s/s/he sits down  

Moderator: “We shall proceed to vote on this motion. Votes in favour 
[...], against [...], abstentions [...].  

The motion has(/hasn’t) passed, the speakers’ list is open. * Delegates, 
the floor is  
open, is there any motion on the floor?”  

! Change the time  

The standard time for every speech during the speakers’ list is 60 seconds, 
but more time can be requested  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion to set the time for the speakers’ list to ... 
minutes (and ... seconds).” 

Moderator: Consults the president who decides if it  
is okay or not. If it is not okay the president stands  
up and says:  

“I am sorry, delegate, that will not be possible at  
this time.” (the delegate sits down);  

otherwise: “Very well, delegate. (the delegate sits down). 
Delegates, you must now vote on this motion. Votes in favour 
[...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) 
passed, the speakers’ list time is set to... .”  

 

! To be added to the Speakers’ List  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ....”  

Delegate: Stands up “Point of personal privilege.”  
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Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “To be added to the speakers’ list.”  

Moderator: “You are now on the speakers’ list, would any other 
delegate like to be added to the speakers’ list?”  

Delegates: Raise their placards (the ones who want to be added to the 
speakers’ list) Moderator: Calls the names of the delegation which raised 
their placards.  

! Speech  

Moderator: “Delegation of *the first on the speakers’ list*, you are now 
recognized to speak in front of the Chair for the time of one minute (or 
more if it has been asked to change the time for the speakers’ list).”  

Delegate: Stands up, goes in front of the other delegates and talks. 1 

Moderator: “Delegates, the floor is open, is there any motion on the 
floor? Since not, delegation of *the second one on the speakers’ list*, 
you are now recognized to speak in front of the Chair for the  
time of....” (And so on).  
 

! When the speaking time is not ended  

Delegate: At the end s/he/ gives his/s/her spare time with one of the 
yields:  

1. Yield the floor: “I yield my time to the Chair” and goes back to her/his 
seat;  

2. Comments: “I yield my time to comments”, s/he continues to stand in 
front of the Chair and listen to the comments (the delegates who would 
like to comment raise their placards and wait to be recognized by the 
Moderator and talk for the remaining part);  

3. Questions: “I yield my time to questions” s/he 
waits for the questions in front of the Chair (the 
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delegates who would like to ask a question raise their placards, wait to be 
recognized by the Moderator, ask and then sit down. The delegate who 
has to answer has the remaining time to answer).  

! Extraordinary session of questions  

Whether a delegate needs to ask something to the delegate who has just 
talked during the speakers’ list  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion for an extraordinary session of 
questions.”  

Moderator: “Delegates, who seconds the motion?” (At least two 
delegates must ask at least a question. It is courtesy to second the motion 
even if you do not need to ask anything)  

Delegates: Raise their placards (who want to second the motion) 

Moderator: “Please, delegate, re-establish.”  

Delegate: “Motion for an extraordinary session of ... questions.”  

Moderator: “Established.” To the delegate who has to answer the 
questions: “Do you accept?”  

If s/he accepts, the Moderator calls the first Delegate: “Delegate who 
proposed the motion” and the other delegates).  

(If you have seconded the motion but you do not have any question, you 
should say: “Thank you, my question has already been answered.”)  

 

ROUND ROBIN  

When a delegate wants to ask a question to ALL the 
other delegates who must answer  
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Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of...”  

Delegate: “Motion of Procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “Motion for a Round Robin.”  

Moderator: “ With what speaking time?”  

Delegate: “With the speaking time of ... (30 sec/1 min).” Moderator: 

“Very well, delegate, please re-establish.”  

Delegate: “Motion for a Round Robin with the speaking time of .... * ask 
question *”  

Moderator: Calls each delegate in alphabetical order, they will stand up 
and answer the question  

 
MODERATED CAUCUS  

! To open a moderated caucus  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus.”  

Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not;  

if not: “I am sorry, delegate, that will not be possible at the 
moment”* (the Delegate sits down); “We shall continue 
with the speakers’ list.” / “Delegates, 
the floor is open, is there any motion 
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on the floor?”  

otherwise: “For how long?”  

Delegate: “For ... minutes.”/“For as long as the Chair recommends.”  

Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if 
not: “That is too much time, the Chair recommends ... minutes. Please 
re-establish.”;  

otherwise: “Very well, delegate, please reestablish.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus for ... minutes.”  

Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to 
vote on this motion; votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a moderated caucus. You 
may raise your placards and wait to be recognized in order to take part in 
the debate.” 

 

! To know when a moderated caucus will be in order  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Point of parliamentary inquiry.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “When will a moderated caucus be in order?”  

Moderator: Consult the president: “Not until the next session.”/“Not at 
this time.”/“When the speakers’ list is empty.”/...  

 

! To open a moderated caucus on a topic  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ...”  
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Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure. ”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “Motion for a Moderated Caucus with a subject.” Moderator: 

“For how long?”  

Delegate: “For the time of.../ For as long as the Chair recommends.” 

Moderator: “With what subject?”  

Delegate: “...”  

Moderator: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus for ... minutes on ...”  

Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down)  
We shall proceed to vote on this motion; votes in favour [...], against [...], 
abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a 
moderated caucus. You may raise your placards and wait to be 
recognized in order to take part in the debate.”  

During the moderated caucus raise your placard in order to be recognized 
by the Chair. when the moderator calls you, stand up, talk and then sit 
down.  

[Moderator: (If no one is talking) “Delegates, please participate.”] 

 

! To extend the time of the moderated caucus  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.”  
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Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “Motion to extend the time of the speakers’ list.” Moderator: 

“For how long?”  

Delegate: “For ... minutes.”/“For as long as the Chair recommends.”  

Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if 
not: “That is too long, the Chair recommends ... minutes. Please re-
establish.”; otherwise: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus for ... minutes.”  

Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to 
vote on this motion; votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a moderated caucus. You 
may raise your placards and wait to be recognized in order to take part in 
the debate.”  

 

! End of the moderated caucus  

Moderator: When the time for the moderated caucus has expired. 
“Delegates, the time for the moderated caucus has expired. The floor is 
open, is there any motion on the floor? ; (if there are any countries in the 
speakers’ list) Since not, delegation of *the first*, you are recognized to 
speak in front of the Chair for ....” 

  

SIMPLE CAUCUS (UNMODERATED)  

During the simple caucus you can talk directly to the other delegates. It is a 
good moment to start writing down the resolution paper.  

! To open a simple caucus  

Delegate (who wants to talk directly to the other 
delegates or to start writing down the resolution 
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paper): Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open a simple caucus.”  

Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not;  

if not: “I am sorry, delegate, that will not be possible at the 
moment”* (The delegate sits down);  

otherwise: “For how long?”  

Delegate: “For ... minutes.”/“For as long as the Chair recommends.” 

Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not;  

if not: “That is too long, the Chair recommends ... minutes. 
Please re-establish.”;  

otherwise: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.”  

Delegate: “Motion to open a simple caucus for ... minutes.”  

Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to 
vote on this motion; votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a simple caucus. Please 
keep in mind that all conversation must be in English and you shall use 
the third person.”  

Moderator: (When the time for the simple caucus has expired). 
“Delegates, the time for the simple caucus has expired. Delegates, the 
floor is open, is there any motion on the floor?”  
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! To know when a simple caucus will be in order  

The procedure is the same as the moderated caucus.  

Delegate: Raises placard  

Moderator: “Delegation of ... .”  

Delegate: Stands up “Point of parliamentary inquiry.” 

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “When will a simple caucus be in order?”  

Moderator: Consult the president: “Not until the next session.”/“Not at 
this time.”/“When the speakers’ list is empty.”/... 

! If the motion has not passed,  

The procedure is the same as the moderated caucus.  
! To extend the time for the simple caucus  

The procedure is the same as the moderated caucus.  

 

RESOLUTION  

Usually during the simple caucus, delegates start writing  
a working paper. A working paper is a draft resolution that has not been 
formally presented to the chair yet.  

The working paper has to have three sponsors and has to be signed by one 
fifth of the numbers of members to be formally presented to the chair.  

The resolution has to include a brief preamble on the topic and the delegates' 
final proposals. It has to include the list of the signatory delegations, the ones 
who assume the role of guarantors of the proposals: they are usually the 
delegates who have participated the most in the debate.  
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The resolution paper will be handed to the Chair who will correct it. 
 

"
! To present the draft resolution  

Delegate: “Motion of procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “To present the draft resolution to the Chair.”  

Moderator: “Established. An usher will now come and collect it.”  

The Chair reads the resolution paper meanwhile the speakers' list is open.  

! If the working paper is not acceptable  

Moderator: “The draft resolution is not deemed suitable, the Chair 
recommends to change point A, point B … point D” [the floor is open...]  

! If the working paper is acceptable  

Moderator: “The chair accepts this draft resolution and invites the 
sponsors to the floor to read it to the committee”  

Once it has been read  

Moderator: “ Thank you delegates, you may be 
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seated” Moderator: “Are there any motions on the floor?”  

AMENDMENT SESSION  

Amendments are supposed to be just minor adjustments to the resolution, 
not radical revisions.  

Only write amendments if you feel it will add something substantive to the 
resolution and that the main objective of the resolution remains untouched.  
Amendments can modify operative clauses, but not preambulatory clauses. 
Delegate: Raises placard “Motion of procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “To introduce an amendment.”  

Moderator: “Established. Please present your amendment.”  

 

! Ways an amendment can start  

1. “Amends operative clause xx to read: xyz”  

2. ”Deletes operative clause xx”  

3. “Includes a new operative clause to read: xyz”  

Moderator: “Thank you delegate, the sponsors shall now proceed to vote 
on this amendment. Votes in favour [...] against [...] abstentions [...]”  

 

! Types of amendment  

FRIENDLY AMENDMENT: all the sponsors are in favor of the 
amendment  

Moderator: “The amendment has passed, it has been added 
automatically by the sponsors to the resolution”  

UNFRIENDLY AMENDMENT: just one sponsor is 
against the amendment  
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Moderator: “The amendment has not been accepted by all sponsors. The 
entire committee shall now proceed to vote on this matter. Votes in 
favour [...] against [...] abstentions [...].  

If it has passed: Moderator: “The amendment has passed, it has been 
added automatically by the sponsors to the resolution” (Unfriendly 
amendment)  

If it hasn’t passed: Moderator: “The amendment hasn’t passed, it 
won’t be added to the draft resolution” 

Moderator: “Delegates the floor is open, is there any motion on the 
floor?” 

Delegate: Can make more amendments and the process is repeated  

! No further amendment  

Moderator: “Since not, the chair recommends that the delegates cast 
their votes on the resolution as it is, thus closing the debate.”  

 

! If the Chair deems that the process is taking too long  

Moderator: “Since the delegates don’t seem to have reached a 
unanimous conclusion, the chair recommends that the delegates cast 
their votes on the resolution as it is, thus closing the debate.”  

CLOSURE OF DEBATE + VOTING PROCEDURE  

Delegate: Raises his placard “Motion of procedure.”  

Moderator: “Established.”  

Delegate: “To close the debate on the resolution.”  

Moderator: “Votes in favour [...], against [...], 
abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed.”  
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If the motion has passed  

Moderator: “We shall now proceed to a roll call vote on the draft 
resolution” Now the moderator call all the states in alphabetical order. 
Once a delegate’s State has been called, the delegate stands up and says 
either: “In favour” “Against” “Abstention”  
The process is repeated another two times (three in total) 
 
 
➢ The resolution has passed 

If each time there is a majority of ⅔ the resolution has passed. 

Moderator: “The resolution has passed. Clapping is in order” 

Everyone present in the committee room claps. 

Once it has stopped 

Moderator: “We have concluded the discussion on topic A/B, we shall 
now proceed to the discussion of topic B/A. (Delegates, the floor is 
open, is there any motion on the foor?)” 

 

➢ The resolution has not passed 

Moderator: “The resolution has not passed, the chair recommends 
opening a simple caucus to further debate a working paper” 

STOP THE DEBATE AND END THE SESSION 

ADJOURNING THE DEBATE 

i.e. it is time for a break 

Delegate: Raises the placard 

Moderator: “Delegation of ....” 

Delegate: “Motion to adjourn the debate.” Stands 
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Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to 
vote on this motion; votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed. The debate has been adjourned until 
the next session.” 

 
CLOSING THE DEBATE 

At the end of the last session 

Delegate: Raises the placard 

Moderator: “Delegation of ....” 

Delegate: “Motion to close the debate.” Stands 

Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to 
vote on this motion; votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed. The debate has been closed. 

 

N.B. 

When one of the Head Organizers or one of the General 
Coordinators enters the room, everyone must stand up until 
they say that you can sit down. 

Moderator: “Delegates, please stand up for our Head 
Organizers/ General Coordinators 
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POSITION PAPERS 

The delegates are required to adequately prepare for the simulations in 
order to be as competent as possible in their role: the Position Paper is 
a document that illustrates a country's general features and it's position 
on the topics presented. 
Having a good Position Paper will allow you to properly reply to the 
questions of the other delegates and to better defend your position. A 
Position paper is an essay detailing country's policies on the topics 
being discussed in the committee. Writing a position paper will help the 
delegates organize their ideas so that they can share their country's 
position with the rest of the committee. 
Position papers are usually one to three pages in length. A position 
paper should include a brief introduction followed by a comprehensive 
breakdown of a country's position on the topics that are being discussed 
by the committee. A good position paper will not only provide facts but 
also make proposals for resolutions. 
A good position paper will include: 

- a brief introduction to the country and its history concerning 
the topic and committee; 

- how the issue affects the country; 
- the country's policies with respect to the issue and the country's 

justification for these policies; 
- quotes from the country's leaders about the issue; 
- statistics to back up the country's position on the issue; 
- actions taken by the government with regard to the issue; 

conventions and resolutions that the country has signed or 
ratified; UN actions that the country supported or opposed; 

- what the country believes should be done to address the issue; 
what the country would like to accomplish in the committee's 
resolution; 

- how the positions of other countries affect the country's 
position. 

Each delegate has to consign his/her position 
papers to the chairs as the first session starts. 
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UNESCO 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

TOPIC A: Integrating Affordable Technologies to Improve 
Education in Developing Nations 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Education is very important to ensure an improvement in people's life conditions 
all around the world but especially in Developing Nations. Nowadays, one of the 
best ways to improve young people’s learning experience in an easy and effective 
way is by integrating affordable technologies in the schooling methods of those 
Nations. 
But what are “affordable technologies?” 
The biggest hurdle developing countries face with widespread technology is 
affordability. While many basic life-saving and life-changing products are 
distributed throughout the developing world, there’s still a huge lack of technology. 
Affordable technologies (affordable tablets and laptops, alternative energy and 
improved sanitation.) would make a huge difference in the lives of people that live 
in developing countries. 
Digital education is a technological aid which helps teachers and students by 
making a huge stream of knowledge available, which can be updated without 
exaggerated costs in school materials, such as books and exercise books. The need 
to build effective school networks and better schools, is one of the obstacles to 
overcome before the middle of this century. The UN estimates that 250 million 
children who attended school, left the education system without gaining basic 
reading and math skills.  
Computer-assisted learning will inevitably improve education in developing 
countries and also, improve the educational experience of both teachers and 
students. 
The computers should have age-appropriate learning software and a technically 
educated staff that knows how to maintain them. 
These methods to improve education in developing countries will continue to 
encourage student learning, and most importantly, will ensure that children stay in 
school and learn more while they are there, reducing. 
 
POSITION OF THE UN 
Motivated by the prospect of greater economic, social, educational and 
technological gains, both developing and developed countries are bringing about 
education reform, with a clear focus on ICT integration in 
education. Countries have been investing considerably in 
terms of money, expertise, resources and research to 
integrate technology in education as smoothly as possible 
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so that the classroom environment is made more conducive for enhanced teaching 
and learning. Nations have recognised not only the positive effects of technology in 
education, but also the pivotal roles that it plays in securing jobs in the competitive 
job market of the 21st century. Prospective job applicants increasingly need to be 
computer-literate in order to qualify for job positions. Moreover, for countries to 
compete with each other in the global information-based and knowledge-based 
economy, they need a workforce that is skilled in the use of technology to gain the 
necessary competitive edge over one another. Hence, it is no longer a question of if 
technology should be integrated in the school setting, but a question of when and 
how to integrate technology so that it benefits all the parties concerned – students, 
teachers, administrators, parents and the community. Countries that fail to 
recognise and act according to the trends in new content and new methodologies in 
education and training may find it very hard to compete in the global economy 
(Christensen, 1997; Delannoy, 2000). 
 
“Technology and innovation are keys to accelerating progress towards the MDGs, 
particularly in countries that are falling behind,” Sha Zukang, Under-Secretary-
General for Economic and Social Affairs told the Global Forum on ICT and 
innovation for Education, referring to the eight anti-poverty targets with a 2015 
deadline. 
The latest update on the MDGs shows that progress has so far been mixed, he noted 
at the event in the Mexican city of Monterrey. 
With some six years remaining before 2015, some goals are on target. For example, 
enrolment in primary education has risen from 83 per cent in 2000 to 88 per cent in 
2007, and child mortality is steadily decreasing. 
 
At the same time, the 
current global downturn 
risks reversing some of the 
positive trends, he added, 
noting that an estimated 
55 to 90 million more 
people will fall below the 
poverty line. 
“Education is the 
foundation of a modern 
and thriving economy,” 
Mr. Sha stated. “It 
empowers poor and 
marginalized communities 
and enables them to 
contribute to economic and 
social development. 
“ICT and innovation can open up new opportunities for both expanding the reach 
and improving the quality of education in developing regions, by providing 
practical and enabling solutions to current problems.” 
He said the advent of universally accessible information, the rapid development of 
next generation networks and multilingual software, low-
cost hardware, new mobile platforms and other 
innovations “all present a real opportunity to developing 
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countries to employ ICT to lift the quality of education and make it universally 
accessible.” 
 
The key to putting ICT to use in schools and colleges – where the main obstacles 
are the high cost of connectivity and computers and the lack of qualified teachers – 
is affordable connectivity, low-cost computing devices and applications that can be 
used for education and other services, he said, adding that training of instructors 
should go hand in hand with advances in access and connectivity. 
 
ANALYSIS AND STATISTIC 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
Technology integration into Education (not just into learning) is a way of deploying 
technology to make the work of both school staff and learners easier, faster, smarter 
and cheaper. 
To school administrators, 
technology is a smarter 
way to work, saving time 
and reducing costs 
of printing of exam scripts, 
sending circulars, memo, 
etc. 
To teachers it makes 
teaching more interactive 
and interesting. 
To learners it makes 
learning contacts 
interactive, interesting, captivating and engaging, it aids in 
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learning simulation and prepares learners to meet up with future digital demands 
and innovations. 
And as for learners, technology integration lengthens learners’ attention span, 
facilitates learning, deepens comprehension, lengthens retention and improves 
learning proficiency. 
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TOPIC B: Protecting and Preserving Endangered Minority 
Groups’ Languages 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
There are more or less 7000 
languages spoken in the world 
currently, most of them are 
only dialects or spoken only by 
few people; they are called 
endangered languages. An 
endangered language is one 
that is likely to become extinct 
in the near future. Many 
languages are failing out of use 
and being replaced by others 
that are more widely used in 
the region or nation, and many 
are no longer being learned by 
new generations of children or 
by new adult speakers; these 
languages will become extinct when their last speaker dies. The revitalisation of 
these languages is essential for ensuring the continuation and transmission of 
culture, customs and history of those populations. 

Languages become extinct when a community finds itself under pressure to 
integrate with a larger or more powerful group. 

The process of extinction of a language could be fast or gradual. In one generation, 
the fate of a language could be determined, particularly if the younger children are 
not learning the language. For example in the Alaskan communities of Yupik 
Eskimos, children still spoke Yupik about 20 years ago. Today, the youngest Yupik 
speakers are in their 20s while English is the only language the children speak. 

Several factors cause the languages to be endangered. One is the diminishing number 
of native speakers. Age, use of the language by children, presence of other languages, 
attitude towards the language and their users' sense of ethnic identity, government 
policies, job opportunities and urban drift are additional factors that affect the 
survival and preservation of a language. 

Outright genocide is one cause of language extinction and migration also plays a 
large role in language change and language death.  

UN'S POSITION  
The world’s indigenous languages are under threat of disappearing, with one 
language dying every two weeks and many more at risk. To address the question on 
how to maintain the roughly 6000 indigenous languages, 
UN DESA’s Division for Social Policy and Development 
(DSPD), Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
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Issues, organized an expert group meeting on indigenous languages on 19-21 
January in New York. 

Ms. Daniela Bas, Director of DSPD, referred to the newly adopted Sustainable 
Development Agenda which aims at leaving no one behind, emphasizing that it is 
also critical to not leave any language behind. The revitalisation of indigenous 
languages is essential for ensuring the continuation and transmission of culture, 
customs and history, but it is also important to address biodiversity loss and climate 
change. “Saving indigenous languages is crucial to ensure the protection of the 
cultural identity and dignity of indigenous peoples and safeguard their traditional 
heritage,” said Professor Megan Davis, Chair of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues. 

A wide range of linguistic experts, indigenous peoples, representatives from Member 
States, the United Nations and other stakeholders gathered at the meeting. They 
shared numerous examples of good practices to keep languages alive, highlighting 
the crucial function of intergenerational transmission, the particular role of 
indigenous women, and the importance of mother tongue education. 

“The language represents the way of thinking of a people,” said Francisco Cali Tzay, 
Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD). The 
meeting especially focused on indigenous peoples’ initiatives to revitalize 
indigenous languages through information and communication technologies, such 
as using WhatsApp, online karaoke songs, social media, and web tools in indigenous 
languages. 

The importance of languages cannot be undervalued. “It is the preservation of 
invaluable wisdom, traditional knowledge and expressions of art and beauty, and we 
have to make sure that we do not lose this”, Lenni Montiel, UN DESA’s Assistant 
Secretary-General for Economic Development concluded in the closing remarks 
highlighting the urgency to act. 

The final report and recommendations from the meeting will be presented to the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at its May 2016 session. 

 

ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS  
While there is no definite threshold for identifying a language as endangered, 
UNESCO'S 2003 document entitled Language vitality and endangerment outlines 
nine factors for determining language vitality: 

• Intergenerational language transmission 
• Absolute number of speakers 
• Proportion of speakers existing within the total (global) population 
• Language use within existing contexts and domains 
• Response to language use in new domains and media 
• Availability of materials for language education and literacy 
• Government and institutional language policies 
• Community attitudes toward their language 
• Amount and quality of documentation 
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The languages in this document are divided in: 

• Vulnerable - most children 
speak the language, but it 
may be restricted to certain 
domains (e.g., home) 

• Definitely endangered- 
children no longer learn the 
language as a 'mother 
tongue' in the home 

• Severely endangered - 
language is spoken by 
grandparents and older generations; while the parent generation may 
understand it, they do not speak it to children or among themselves 

• Critically endangered - the youngest speakers are grandparents and older, 
and they speak the language partially and infrequently 

• Extinct - there are no speakers left 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
It's very important not to lose a 
language because the major part of 
the cultural identity of a community 
is their language. Although the loss 
of a language is inevitable, some 
kind of pressure is often involved in 
the process. The loss then becomes a 
sign of defeat. Social identity could 
also be lost, although this is not 
always the case. 
Language allows the members of the 
community to experience their 
intellectual, spiritual and cultural life. Language embodies their terms to express their 
emotions, behaviors and habits. It represents their way of speaking, their humor, and style 
of conversation.  
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UNSC 
United Nations Security Council 

TOPIC A: Provision of Military Supplies in Conflict Zones 

INTRODUCTION  

Provision of military supplies is an approach to the production and supply of 
products and services used for military purposes. Includes subcontractors, 
suppliers, inside information.  
Supply means a replenishment, distribution, maintenance during storage and 
retrieval of supplies, including determination of type and quantity. The production 
phase of a military supply concerns and starts from the determination of the 
procurement programs to the acceptance of the finished supplies by the military 
services. The process of using a military item extends from receipt of finished 
supplies from military services, through issuance for use or consumption.  
The supply chain consists of the activities associated with the supply of material 
starting from a raw material to an end user as a finished product. Supply control is 
the process by which an item is controlled within the supply system, including 
warehousing, inventory control, shipping, disposition, identification and 
accounting. The point of supply is a place where supplies, services and materials are 
located and issued. These positions are temporary and mobile, typically used for up 
to 72 hours.  
Military logistics is the science of planning and executing the movement and 
maintenance of armed forces. So it deals with the military aspects that deal with: a. 
design and development, storage, movement, distribution, maintenance, 
evacuation and disposition of material. By movement we mean: evacuation and 
hospitalization of personnel.  
Unlike supply chain management practices around the world, some important 
concepts are not supported in the military sector. For example, the "just-in-time" 
(JIT) model emphasizes maintaining less (or no) inventory, while in military supply 
chains, due to the high costs of an out-of-stock (potentially endangering lives ), 
maintaining a huge inventory is a more cost-effective practice. Take for example 
the ammunition dump and the oil depot. Similarly, the military procurement 
process has very different criteria than the normal corporate procurement process. 
Military needs require reliability of supply during times of peace and war, with 
regards to price and technology factors. In recent years it has been noticed, and it 
has been stated by some inhabitants of conflict zones, that warring groups such as 
the Islamic State take advantage of well-meaning humanitarian organizations. As a 
self-proclaimed state, ISIS knows it must prop up the territories it controls with aid 
resources to curry favor and continue to recruit fighters to its cause.  
 
They clandestinely rename aid from outside sources with their own labels, ISIS 
deceives the surrounding populations into believing that 
the rebel state is a benevolent entity that protects and cares 
for its people. This poses a huge moral dilemma for those 
working in humanitarian organizations: whether to stop 
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providing aid or to continue doing good, risking counterfeiting of donated 
products. Dealing with authoritarian or opportunistic governments can be 
challenging enough. But to make matters worse, belligerent non-state actors 
(NSAs) often act like rogue governments, stepping in after war plunges the state 
government into chaos. The NSA takes possession of the territory and then 
demands bribes from aid workers in exchange for safe passage. They commit 
violent crimes against innocent people, encourage the black market fueled by aid 
supplies, and use the aid only for their own ends. In these situations, aid 
manipulation can delay peace deals, prolong suffering, and marginalize local  
authorities trying to restore order. And tragically, the very presence of foreign aid 
in war zones is often perceived as an endorsement of war, while also putting aid 
workers and the people who want to help at risk. Domestic agencies even 
manipulate the presence of refugees to exploit humanitarian resources for political 
gain.  
The Somali people, for example, have been oppressed and terrorized by local 
warlords, foreign invaders, al-Qaeda and extremist groups like al-Shabab for 
nearly decades. About 1 million Somalis are displaced across the Horn of Africa and 
Arabia, while 1.1 million are displaced within Somalia itself. To help the millions, 
humanitarian organizations have been forced to contract with al-Shabab and its 
affiliates, possibly helping it maintain power in significant parts of Somalia.  
Unfortunately, NSAs in war zones often require organizations to pay a "fee" in 
exchange for being allowed to assist innocent victims. Ultimately, these taxes push 
humanitarian organizations to fund the ongoing violence. There are several 
approaches that could be used to solve this problem, but all of them are not totally 
adequate. Stop providing aid, which is the most extreme strategy.  
It can have dire consequences for the victims of the conflict. In fact, they have 
proposed that humanitarian aid be provided on condition that the parties to the 
conflict respect the humanitarian rules, but it is equivalent to stopping aid to 
civilians because their rights are being violated.  
 
Distributing aid with clear political motives: it is an increasingly common 
approach, used mainly in the United States. But it is also a moral minefield. The 
humanitarian organization Spirit of America (SoA), for example, provides strategic 
aid needed in Afghanistan, Ukraine and Iraq to assist indigenous peoples.  
During the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, SoA collected supplies such as hand tools 
and children's toys. The charity has also funded various Iraqi television stations to 
help displaced and impoverished citizens stay informed about the conflict. 
 Other humanitarian organizations such as the United States Agency for 
International Development have focused on returning children to school with the 
aim of educating young people about the benefits of democracy. This kind of 
collaboration may improve the lives of innocents, but it raises ethical questions 
about cooperating with invading armies. Use of military force to protect or 
distribute aid should be done with extreme caution. Indeed, this technique goes 
against two fundamental principles of humanitarian aid: impartiality and 
neutrality. Military personnel engaged in humanitarian operations, after all, do not 
have to distinguish between the victims of the conflict on the basis of their faith, 
their affiliation to a political group or their race. Even worse, forcefully protecting 
aid can spur more violence and prolong the duration of the 
war. 
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ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS  
Expand aid with education and communication. In a historical context where wars 
are no longer fought between nations with clear borders, we must work together to 
inform policy makers, donors and the media, both in war zones and in donor states. 
With community education, civilians can spot and report manipulation without 
putting themselves in danger. And local media can learn to avoid reporting on the 
locations of aid convoys that could leave aid workers and assets easily victimized by 
attack. 1% of the $10 billion used should be used to fund global humanitarian and 
post-conflict efforts to educate the public about how aid affects conflict zones, 
wartime economies and negotiations. The long-term costs of manipulated aid are 
much higher than the short-term costs of increased education about humanitarian 
aid and manipulation by the NSA. Helping the needy often comes with horrific 
costs, but providing humanitarian aid in war zones is the only way we can assist the 
people of countries in conflict and protect the oppressed. 

 

UN'S POSITION  
The large-scale influx of weapons into any armed conflict raises many concerns for 
peace and security, including risks of diversion, potential spillover and escalation, 
she noted.  
Measures to counter arms diversions will be key to post-conflict recovery, regional 
security and stability, and preventing conflict in other regions, she continued. The 
United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, along with the Arms Trade Treaty, 
remain key tools to enhance transparency and track the influx of weapons and 
ammunition in conflict zones. Encouraging Member States to follow these widely 
accepted approaches, she also urged them to apply effective arms-control 
measures. The only way to end the suffering and devastation in Ukraine is by 
ending the war, she emphasized, appealing to all Member States to “make every 
effort for peace”.  
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TOPIC B: The Use of Biological and Chemical Weapons 

INTRODUCTION  

The military use of chemicals, bacteria, viruses, toxins, or poisons to injure or kill 
soldiers or civilians is called chemical and biological warfare. The means by which 
the harmful substances are delivered to the enemy are called chemical and 
biological weapons. Formerly, the use of smoke, flares, flamethrowers, napalm, 
and the like was considered to be chemical warfare, but now the term is generally 
limited to the use of toxic agents on the battlefield.  

Small countries may see biological and chemical weapons as a way to even the odds 
against enemies with better conventional arms. Once unleashed, however, chemical 
and biological agents are not easily confined to the battlefield. Their control and 
regulation have prompted international concern. 

CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
There are four basic types of chemical weapons: choking agents, blistering agents, 
blood agents, and nerve agents. Choking agents burn or otherwise damage the 
respiratory system. Types of choking agents include chlorine and phosgene gases. 
Blistering agents, such as mustard gas and lewisite, attack the skin, eyes, and upper 
respiratory tract, causing blisters and burns. Blood agents, which are usually 
inhaled, interfere with the blood’s capacity to carry oxygen. Typically, they are 
chemicals in the cyanide family. Nerve agents, such as sarin, tabun, and VX, are the 
most deadly chemical weapons of all. Such chemicals are generally spread through 
skin contact or through inhalation. They attack the central nervous system and kill 
through asphyxiation. 

All these agents can be delivered by artillery shells, missiles, bombs, sprays, or 
other dispensers. Chlorine and phosgene are true gases, but most other chemical 
agents take the form of fine solid particles or liquid droplets that are delivered in 
aerosol sprays. 
Defense against chemical weapons starts with early warning equipment that 
detects their presence. Having been alerted, soldiers put on protective gear 
including an airtight gas mask, a chemical suit (generally lined with an inert 
material such as activated charcoal), and impermeable coverings for hands and 
feet. Some kinds of exposure are treatable. For example, atropine is used as an 
antidote for nerve agents. 
Chemical agents, such as tear gas, that are intended to cause only temporary 
disability are used for riot control. Chemicals that are intended to kill plants are 
called herbicides. They are sometimes put to military use and have been known to 
produce harmful side effects in people. 
Modern chemical weapons were first used in 1915, when the Germans directed 
chlorine gas at their enemies in World War I. Initial attacks created thousands of 
casualties, and both sides quickly developed and used a variety of poisonous gases 
and protective masks. In 1917 Germany introduced mustard gas, a more effective 
blistering agent. The United States developed lewisite in 
response, but it was not used in World War I. 
During World War II Nazi Germany and several other 
nations developed and stockpiled nerve gas and other 
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chemical weapons but did not use them in combat. The Germans did, however, use 
Zyklon-B (hydrogen cyanide) gas to kill millions of civilians in extermination 
camps. (See also concentration camp; genocide; Holocaust.) 
During the 1950s and ’60s police and military forces increased their use of 
nonlethal riot-control agents to quell internal disorders. These agents were also 
used on the battlefields of Southeast Asia by American and South Vietnamese 
military forces as early as 1965. Massive quantities of herbicides such as Agent 
Orange were also used in the Vietnam War in order to deprive the enemy of cover.  

Iraq made wide use of chemical weapons in its war with Iran during the 1980s, as 
did Iran to a lesser extent. It was the first wartime use of such weapons since World 
War I. Iraq also used chemical weapons against Kurdish civilians.  

The Hague Convention of 1899 and the Geneva Protocol of 1925 attempted to 
restrict the use of chemical agents in war. The protocol banned the first use of gases 
and similar materials on the battlefield. However, the development and stockpiling 
of such weapons were not prohibited. Starting in the early 1960s, the United 
Nations sponsored chemical disarmament negotiations, but there was little real 
progress until the late 1980s. The United States and the Soviet Union signed a pact 
on June 1, 1990, stating that both would immediately stop producing chemical 
weaponand would begin cutting back their stockpiles in 1992. Also in 1992, the 
United Nations ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention. The convention came 
into effect on April 29, 1997, shortly after being ratified by the United States. This 
convention called upon all countries to cease the development, production, and 
stockpiling of chemical weapons.  

In August 2013, during the Syrian Civil War, the government of Syria was accused of 
carrying out chemical weapons attacks that killed hundreds of people in the 
suburbs of Damascus. A United Nations inspectors’ report later confirmed that 
rockets containing sarin had been used in the attacks.  

BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 

Many different kinds of agents can be made into weapons of biological warfare, 
formerly called germ warfare. For example, single-celled organisms called bacteria 
cause many deadly diseases, including anthrax, tularemia, plague, and typhus. 
Viruses can cause such diseases as encephalitis and smallpox that can be used as 
weapons. Smallpox is especially feared because routine vaccinations were 
discontinued after 1979 when the  disease was declared to be wiped out. Biotoxins 
are poisons produced by organisms. Ricin is a powerful biotoxin derived from the 
castor bean. Botulinum toxin, the product of Clostridium bacteria, is one of the 
strongest poisons known. Fungi such as potato blight and wheat smut can be used 
to destroy crops. 
Biological warfare has a much longer history than chemical warfare. In 1346 a 
Mongol army catapulted the bodies of plague victims into the besieged city of Caffa 
(now Feodosiya, Ukraine). Historians believe that Europeans who were in Caffa at 
the time later spread the plague throughout western Europe when they returned 
home. During the French and Indian War (1754–63) in 
North America, British forces may have distributed 
smallpox-contaminated blankets to Native Americans who 
supported the French. 
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Subsequent attempts to spread disease on the battlefield were mostly unsuccessful. 
During World War I, the Germans infected horses with a disease called glanders in 
Romania and the United States. However, much research went into biological 
weapons. The Japanese conducted tests on thousands of Chinese civilians and war 
prisoners during World War II. Since then, the military potential of disease-
producing bacteria and viruses has aroused worldwide alarm. 
Some 70 countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and the Soviet 
Union, signed the Biological Weapons Convention in 1972. The convention banned 
the development, production, and stockpiling of bacteriologic agents and toxins. 
The convention also made the international transfer of such weapons illegal and 
called for the destruction of all associated agents, toxins, weapons, and equipment. 
The convention became effective on March 26, 1975, and since then more than 100 
nations have signed the treaty. The United States stated in 1975 that all its 
biological warfare weapons had been destroyed. However, a number of developing 
countries began to engage in experiments in the late 20th century. Iraq admitted in 
1995 that during the Persian Gulf War of 1990–91 it had equipped warheads with 
anthrax, an especially virulent and deadly agent. None of these weapons was used, 
but officials cited the threat of biological and chemical weapons from Iraq as a key 
justification for the U.S.-led invasion of that country in 2003.  

The use of poison and disease as a weapon has a long history- and such weapons 
have been understood to hold a distinctive moral character compared to 
conventional arms. Today these weapons are subject to a global legal and moral 
prohibition, as well as multilateral controls. The stigma of such weapons is due to 
several factors, this includes, but is not limited to–the horrific and lasting impacts 
of such weapons upon victims, the indiscriminate nature of such weapon systems 
on humans and the environment, the historic role of human experimentation and 
open-air field trials in the development and testing of weapon systems, as well the 
Weapon of Mass Destruction proliferation risks associated with such systems. As a 
result, categorical prohibitions against the development, stockpiling and use of 
biological and chemical weapons in warfare have emerged at the global level- 
covering both existent and foreseen weapon systems. This then relates to a broad 
category of weapon systems, which have, or could be developed to serve a range of 
tactical and strategic functions.  

Fundamentally tied to the emergence of this prohibition, have been several other 
interrelated security and humanitarian drives related to biological and chemical 
weapons, which are routed to various extents in the national security apparatus of 
states, and broader international civil-society- and are of particular relevance to 
this report. Most notably, non- proliferation, international criminalization as well 
as human-rights concerns related to those weapon systems employed as part of 
crowd control and riot control in policing contexts, such as tear gasses and riot 
control agents, are done so in a way that respects fundamental human rights.  
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We are currently at a pivotal moment in the history of the global prohibition against 
biological and chemical weapons. In recent years, the use of chemical weapons- most 
notably in Syria, but also as part of assassination and assassination attempts in the UK, 
Germany and Malaysia have reasserted a wide range of utilities which even mid-20th 
century weapon systems might be put to as contemporary tools of warfare and terror. 
The global pandemic has undoubtedly had many profound impacts, which will continue 
to resonate in this issue area for a long time. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine an aspect of 
the broader “web of prevention” against biological and chemical weapons which have 
not been touched by the effects of this event- from public health, disaster preparedness, 
export control and even the day-to-day practicalities of international diplomacy. More 
acutely, it is clear that this 
event, and global responses 
to it, will have inevitable 
impacts on global 
approaches to monitoring 
public health, and 
investigating infectious 
disease outbreaks. Debates 
about the source of the 
pandemic have also brought 
to broader public attention 
the issues of laboratory 
safety and transparency–
and questions about the 
ethical limits of research 
which could pose either a direct threat to public health or a more indirect, proliferation 
concern. All these events have occurred in the context of other trends which are having 
incremental, as well as more profound impacts on this issue area. These not only impact 
upon the prospect of emergent chemical and biological weapon threats but also our 
collective abilities to respond to them.  

 

UN’S POSITION  

Formally known as “The 
Convention on the Prohibition 
of the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) 
and Toxin Weapons and on 
their Destruction”, the 
Convention was negotiated by 
the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament in 
Geneva, Switzerland. It opened 
for signature on 10 April 1972 
and entered into force on 26 March 1975. The BWC 
supplements the 1925 Geneva Protocol, which had 
prohibited only the use of biological weapons.  



 39 

States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention undertook “never in any 
circumstances to develop, produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain: 
microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever their origin or method of 
production, of types and in quantities that  have no justification for prophylactic, 
protective or other peaceful purposes;weapons, equipment or means of delivery 
designed to use such agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict.” 

BWC States Parties have strived to ensure that the Convention remains relevant and 
effective, despite the changes in science and technology, politics and security since 
it entered into force. Throughout the intervening years, States Parties have met 
approximately every five years to review the operation of the BWC. Between these 
Review Conferences, States Parties have pursued various activities and initiatives to 
strengthen the effectiveness and improve the implementation of the Convention. A 
total of eight Review Conferences have taken place since the first one in 1980.  
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UNODC 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

TOPIC A: Money Laundering, Proceeds of Crime and the 
Financing of Terrorism  

INTRODUCTION:  
All over the world so many criminal organizations make money from illegal 
activities such as drug trafficking or terrorist funding, this money is considered 
dirty, and the process “launders” it to make it look clean, like it has come from a 
legitimate source. This process is called money laundering.  
This process is of critical importance, as it enables the criminal to enjoy these 
profits without jeopardising their source.  
 
There are 3 fundamental stages in the money laundering process:  
 
Placement - The placement stage is the first stage in the process whereby the cash 
proceeds of criminal activity enter into the financial system.  
 
Layering - The second stage in the process is the layering stage. This stage is often 
the most difficult in the process and can involve the international movement of the 
funds. The overriding objective with this stage of the process is to distance the 
illicit money from its source. This objective is achieved by adding layers of financial 
transactions to thwart the audit trail so as to cut the link with the original crime.  

Integration - The final stage of the money laundering process. At the integration 
stage the previously tainted money is reintroduced into the legitimate economy. 
The criminal proceeds are now fully reconditioned and integrated into the financial 
system giving off the appearance of legitimacy. The objective of the final stage in 
the process is to reconcile the money with the criminal in a manner which does not 
draw casting eyes to its origins gives off an appearance of legitimacy. Examples of 
this can include the purchases of businesses or properties, luxury items such as 
artwork, jewellery, or high end cars.  

Money laundering involves:  

- an underlying, profit-making crime (for example tax evasion, fraud, theft, 
organised crime, drug trafficking, embezzlement);  

-  an act to conceal, transfer or convert the proceeds of crime;  
- and the person involved knows or ought to have known that the property is 

the proceeds of crime.  

 



 41 

The ways to launder money are always evolving as criminals have come up with 
creative ways to launder their illicit funds. The most commonly used methods of 
money laundering are:  

- Smurfing- Smurfing, also referred to as structuring, is when criminals break 
a large number of funds into small chunks of cash, making multiple 
transactions and spreading the amount to different accounts, thereby 
making it hard to detect the origin.  

- Electronic money- There are many ways where criminals can acquire 
money, whether by infusing malware, phishing, account hackers, or other 
vectors. Stored value cards are often used to launder such illegal money by 
purchasing items from that money.  

- Offshore Accounts- Individuals with unexplained excess credits place such 
money into bank accounts of countries with less or no jurisdiction related to 
anti-money laundering. The no disclosure policy in those tax haven 
countries makes the criminals feel safe, defeating the law.  

- Money Mules- Cash smugglers who help carry the illegal cash across 
different countries and deposit that cash in countries with less stringent tax 
laws are equally liable as the money launderer is.  

- Cryptocurrencies- The newly inserted online transacting currency in the 
form of cryptos such as Bitcoin and several others has increased the chances 
of money laundering. Increasing amounts of OTC trade might result in the 
heavy transfer of funds between countries. The lack of strict KYC norms in 
some cryptocurrencies has also acted as an invitation to money laundering.  

- Casinos- Money launderers buy chips from the casinos with their cash and 
later get those chips exchanged with checks provided by the casinos, 
sometimes without betting or gambling.  

Terrorists and terrorist organizations usually need to rely on money to sustain 
themselves and to carry out terrorist acts this is called terrorist financing. Terrorist 
financing encompasses the means and methods used by terrorist organizations to 
finance activities that pose a threat to national and international security. Money 
provides terrorist organisations with the capacity to carry out terrorist activities, 
which can be derived from a wide variety of sources. Money can come from both 
legitimate sources (i.e. profits from businesses and charitable organizations) and 
criminal sources (i.e. Drug trade, weapon smuggling, kidnapping for ransom).  

ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS:  

The estimated amount of money laundered annually is almost 5% of the global 
GDP, or $800 billion. Unfortunately, money laundering makes it difficult for honest 
businesses to compete, as launderers are often able to offer products and services at 
a lower cost than the market value.  

Even during the global pandemic, global money-laundering statistics related to 
terrorist financing remained high in 2020.  

The Basel AML (Anti Money Laundering) Index measures 
the world’s annual progress against money laundering and 
terrorist financing across 144 countries. In 2020, the report 
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showed that the index is 5.22 out of 10, where 10 is the maximum risk. According to 
the report, only six countries had shown improvement in anti-money laundering.  

400 times more money is laundered in fiat currencies than in cryptocurrency, 
contrary to popular belief and what the media feeds the public, Bitcoin is not the 
usual arena for money laundering activities. Bitcoin accounts for only $2.5 billion 
of money laundered since its inception in 2009. This amount is significantly 
smaller than the annual $1 trillion money laundering statistics estimate we lose in 
fiat currencies.  

In 2022 global banks recorded 104$ billion in fines for AML violations, by 2023 the 
AML market is forecasted to reach 1.77$ billion.  

Talking about legal issues and punishment money laundering cases have a 91.1% 
imprisonment rate and the average prison sentence for money launderers in 67 
months the minimum fine is 1000$.  

The international financial crime fine in 2021 accounted for almost $10 billion.  

 

UN'S POSITION  

Through the Global Programme, UNODC encourages States to develop policies to 
counter money-laundering and the financing of terrorism, monitors and analyses 
related problems and responses, raises public awareness about money-laundering 
and the financing of terrorism and acts as a coordinator of initiatives carried out 
jointly by the United Nations and other international organizations.  

 
CONCLUSION:  

Money laundering is a bane to society as a whole. It makes the rich richer and 
thereby causing an imbalance in society. Legitimizing the proceeds of illegal 
activities like drug trafficking, terrorism funding, people smuggling, etc., have a 
tremendous social and economic cost on the society, generate financial flows away 
from economically- and socially-productive uses—and these diversions can have 
negative impacts on the financial sector and its stability.  

Therefore, money laundering should be combated by all financial institutions, from 
large banks to small credit unions.  
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TOPIC B: Drug Trafficking in the Golden Triangle, East 
Asia and Pacific 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has declared the Pacific as a transit 
point for drug trafficking. They even said that the drug situation in Asia Pacific has 
worsened despite cross-border travel restrictions and lockdowns during the 
pandemic. In addition, drug trafficking jeopardizes national security.  
 
The level of organization that enables these crimes has a great transnational 
dimension, while cooperation has made it possible to create a fluid network of drug 
passage also through the black market.  
In February 2022, the Lowy Institute described the Pacific as a "drug highway" that 
provides infrastructure for the production, trafficking and transshipment of 
methamphetamine, heroin and cocaine. 
 
Some Australian and New Zealand outlaw motorcycle groups have detected this 
presence of criminal activity such as the Cook Islands and Fiji. The agreement 
between residents and international organized criminal groups from Asia and Latin 
America facilitates drug production capacities throughout the Pacific islands. These 
conditions represent the increase in existing problems resulting from changes in 
illicit markets operating across the Pacific. 
In October 2022, the heads of the Asia-Pacific National Drug Law Enforcement met 
in Bangkok to assess drug-related issues and what impact they have on the region. 
Discussions focused on the activities of criminal networks based in the "Golden 
Triangle" (where the borders of Thailand, Laos and Myanmar meet) and their ability 
to traffic in growing amounts of methamphetamine and ketamine. 
Historically, cocaine has been the drug most associated with Latin American cartels, 
due to its cultivation centered mainly in the Andean region of South America. But 
over the past decade, drug markets in Latin America are no longer the same. 
There have been innovations in processing techniques and national and 
international pacts between different organized crime groups in Latin America and 
Europe have improved. The cultivation and production of cocaine and synthetic 
drugs (methamphetamine and fentanyl) also increased and peaked in 2019. 
Mexican drug cartels have a synthetic drug manufacturing operation so 
sophisticated that supply now exceeds demand from traditional markets in the 
United States and Europe. 
The use of brokers has allowed geographically dispersed organized criminal groups 
to create lasting connections that have fundamentally changed the way these illicit 
activities operate. The rise of the Mexican Jalisco New Generation cartel is a result of 
its ability to keep the way to chemicals from China through its territorial control of 
maritime infrastructure, including Mexico's largest port. The impact of these 
changes is being felt in Australia and New Zealand. In 2019, 
multinational and multi-agency cooperation between 
Australia, the United States and Mexico led to a series of 
mega-seizures of crystalline methamphetamine. Among 
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these seizures made until 2022, the largest seizure of fentanyl was carried out by 
Australian authorities. 
 

POSITION OF THE UN 
6 January 2009 - UNODC has just published the second volume of "De Narcoticis"; a 
series of photojournalism books depicting the lives of real people involved in - or 
touched by - the trade in illicit drugs. 
This second volume takes as its canvas the area which has come to be known as the 
Golden Triangle; the part of South East Asia encompassing Thailand, Laos and 
Myanmar. The first volume focused on Colombia. UNODC has been active here for 
many years, with much success. The area now produces only 5 percent of the world's 
opiates (down from over 70 per cent some 30 years ago) and UNODC has been 
influential in bringing local governments together in a common fight against the 
drug trade. 
The book is produced by award-winning photographer, journalist and UNODC 
goodwill ambassador, Alessandro Scotti. Scotti says that the "de Narcoticis" project 
"gives a face to the protagonists of this world. It's an underworld which has been 
examined closely enough to give us plenty of figures and statistics, but which is less 
known for its personal stories". 
The stories in the book are varied: it does not judge any of the characters involved, 
and there are many. They range from enforcement officers to traffickers, plantation 
workers to addicts in treatment centers; people united only by the fact that they all 
occupy some small part of the long drug trafficking chain. 
These small links in the chain are a theme to which Scotti returns regularly. "The 
people involved in trafficking have only a very partial perception of the overall 
phenomenon, and yet their lives are powerfully affected by it. They are simple people 
with a limited perception of the impact of their actions. Most are in any case tied to 
the 'job' for their very survival; desperate people with otherwise limited life chances 
or opportunities." 
Scotti says this is why he believes UNODC's work beyond enforcement is so 
important. "UNODC offers a holistic approach including development strategies 
which allow alternative businesses to grow and become sustainable. A stronger 
economic and social framework leads to a different balance." 
The book is designed to do more than tell stories through photography, though: it 
elicits a powerful response in the reader. As UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria 
Costa says, it "challenges us to respond". 
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ANALYSIS AND STATISTIC 
Last year, seizures of harmful 
methamphetamine in East and Southeast Asia 
reached 140 tons, the majority being produced 
in Myanmar's Shan State across the border with 
Thailand. With the increase in production there, 
the borders with Thailand and Laos have 
become one of the most significant drug 
trafficking points in the world. 
Drug production and trafficking last year were 
estimated to have generated profits of at least 
$71 billion (2.2 trillion baht), with 
methamphetamine accounting for $61 billion 
(1.9 trillion baht), four times what it was six years 
ago. Moreover, despite record amounts of 
methamphetamine seizures, supply has 
increased and the price of the drug has recently 
fallen to its lowest point in a decade. A 
methamphetamine tablet, known as ya ba, can now cost as little as 50 baht in 
northern Thailand, making the drug much more accessible. Partly due to low street 
prices and affordability, Thailand has seen a significant increase in usage, 
particularly among young people. Considering that 80% of people in Thailand's 
prison population are incarcerated on methamphetamine-related charges, it is 
evident that increased trafficking and falling drug prices have accelerated the 
criminal justice system and related human rights challenges in the country. 

 

CONCLUSION 
There are no specific solutions to stop this problem but only shared solutions. The 
Transnational, Serious and Organized Crime Pacific Taskforce and Pacific 
Transnational Crime Network serve as key organizations to support intelligence 
sharing between members and regional counterparts. But these problems will not 
be solved by focusing on specific places, but on all the states of the Pacific region. A 

pragmatic approach is needed, 
underpinned by creative 
diplomacy, for example despite 
the political differences 
between Australia and 
Myanmar, Australia continues 
to cooperate, albeit in a very 
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limited way, between the 
Australian Federal Police and the 
Myanmar National Police. 

These types of policy choices 
highlight the importance of 
intelligence in regional and global 
efforts to curb drug trafficking 
and other criminal activities.  The 
amount of drugs entering 
Australia is a significant problem 
and intelligence is critical to the 
development of all future policy 
and law enforcement 
interventions. 
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UNIFEM 
United Nations Security Council 

TOPIC A: Measures for Protecting Maternal Health 
During Conflicts 

INTRODUCTION  

While there have been several improvements around the world, maternal and 
infant mortality continues to increase markedly. There were approximately 
295,000 maternal deaths in 2017, of which 94% occurred in low- and middle-
income countries. Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals for maternal (less 
than 70 per 100,000 live births), less than 5-year-old (less than 25 per 1,000 live 
births), and neonatal (less than 12 per 1,000 live births) mortality in conflict-
affected countries it is a major challenge. Conflicts increase political problems and 
destabilize social and welfare systems, including health systems, disrupt water and 
food supplies, and increase poverty, unemployment and homelessness, which 
adversely affect maternal and child health.  

Previous research has often failed to adequately define conflicts, focusing only on 
sub-Saharan Africa. Country-level health data were obtained from the World Bank, 
where these were maternal, under-5, infant (<1 year), and neonatal (<28 days) 
mortality rates; and immunization coverage of DPT and measles among children 
aged 12 to 23 months. The World Bank provides data on maternal and child health 
from the United Nations Inter-agency Group on Maternal Mortality Estimation and 
the United Nations Inter-agency Group on Child Mortality Estimation. Data is taken 
primarily from vital registry systems, however, absent or incomplete data is 
modeled using multilevel regressions with social indicators (such as, fertility rates, 
education level, and health service coverage). The resulting mortality estimates 
vary between countries and years.The latest maternal mortality data was available 
from 2000 to 2017 and infant mortality data was available from 2000 to 2019. Data 
were fully comprehensive for all primary outcomes. With regard to birth by a skilled 
birth attendant, the data was no coincidence: the number of countries with data for 
this variable ranged from 10 to 135 countries per year, with a decrease after 2015. 
The observations country-years during armed conflicts constituted 20.6% (n = 
443/2,148) of missing data but 13.4% (n = 227/1,692) of non-missing data, 
suggesting that a selection in the interpretation of these results. Covariate data was 
taken from several sources including the World Bank, Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation, International Disaster Database, V-Dem Institute, and Historical 
Index of Ethnic Fractionalization Dataset. The maternal mortality rate was the 
number of women who died of pregnancy-related causes during pregnancy or 
within 42 days of termination of pregnancy per 100,000 live births. Under-five 
mortality was the chance in 1,000 that an infant would die before the age of 5. 
Infant and newborn mortality rates were the number of 
deaths before reaching 1 year of age and 28 days of age, 
respectively, per 1,000 live births. Secondary outcome 
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measures were delivery by a skilled birth attendant and DPT and measles 
immunization coverage among infants aged 12 to 23 months. Delivery by a skilled 
birth attendant was the percentage of deliveries attended by staff trained to provide 
necessary supervision, care, and 
counseling to women during pregnancy, 
labor, and the postpartum period; make 
deliveries on their own and take care of 
the newborns. DPT and measles 
vaccinations were chosen over other 
vaccinations (e.g., PCV3, HIB3, rotavirus) 
as they were implemented in each 
country over the entire study period, 
making them comparable indicators of 
health system performance over time . 
The exposure variable of interest was 
armed conflict, as defined by the UCDP. Due to the complexity of measuring 
conflict, 4 specifications were explored in the analyses. First we talk about the 
specification of the conflict, i.e. a binary variable indicating the presence of a 
conflict for each country-year of Second, to better account for conflict intensity, 
this specification has been expanded to a categorical variable with bounds 
recommended by the UCDP. This categorization was done for each conflict by 
country-year of observation, meaning that countries with many minor conflicts 
amounting to 1,000 or more battle deaths per year were not classified as war-
affected. The purpose was to prevent bias where large countries with many minor 
conflicts, such as India, were wrongly classified as war-affected. This decision 
resulted in 68 country-year observations being classified as minor conflict 
casualties despite having 1,000 or more battle deaths; we found no difference in the 
models classifying these observations from 68 countries as minor conflicts or wars, 
so we opted for the former. Third, to account for the scale of battle deaths relative 
to population, battle deaths per 100,000 population were used as a continuous 
variable. Fourth, this continuous measure was expressed as a quintile to model a 
non-linear relationship between conflict and mortality. It should be noted that the 
"no conflict" category for the binary and categorical specifications referred to less 
than 25 battle deaths, while for the quintile specification it referred to no battle 
deaths. 

 

ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS  

All variables were analyzed descriptively to produce means and standard deviations 
(SD) of outcome measures from the 4 conflict specifications. Data were analyzed 
using panel regression models to assess changes in exposure and outcomes over 
time and the associations between these changes. 

Four observations (county years Rwanda 1994, Bosnia and Herzegovina 1995, 
Congo 1997 and Eritrea 1999) were considered unusual 
values due to high leverage. The male and female education 
variables were collinear and the latter was omitted due to 
lower model fit. Our main analyzes were composed of 4 
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regression models for each primary and secondary outcome, representing the 4 
conflict specifications. The variable of interest, conflict, was expressed one year 
later to address potential reverse causation and to account for the likely delay in 
any associated changes in health outcomes. Each model was adjusted for 10 
covariates (GDP per capita, OECD member, population density, urban residence, 
age dependency ratio, male education, temperature, precipitation, earthquakes and 
droughts) and fixed effects by year and country .  

Implications of armed conflict for maternal and child health: A regression analysis 
of data from 181 countries for 2000–2019 - PMC 
Approaches to protect and maintain health care services in armed conflict – 
meeting SDGs 3 and 16 | Conflict and Health | Maternal Health in Conflict Settings | 
Frontiers . 

Even in stable settings, reproductive morbidity and mortality are a major problem. 
The World Bank's World Development Report 1996, developed jointly with WHO, 
found that reproductive ill-health accounts for approximately 36% of the total 
disease burden among women of reproductive age (15-44 years) in developing 
countries compared to an estimated 12.5% in men (see Figure 2). For women, three 
groups of diseases make up the 36%—pregnancy-related deaths and disability, 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs) 
and HIV. 

Reproductive health is about more 
than just the reproductive organs, and 
more than just reproduction. It is 
about how social and sexual 
behaviours and relationships affect 
health and create ill- health. It is 
relevant to both men and women, and 
to persons of all ages. Too often 
reproductive health-has been 
considered as relevant only to child- 
bearing women of reproductive age 
(15-44 years). It is true that women 
bear by far the greatest burden of 
reproductive health problems and that 
biological, social, cultural and 
economic factors increase a woman's 
vulnerability to reproductive ill-
health. But reproductive health has to 
be understood within the context of 
relationships society, since sexual and 
reproductive behaviours are governed 
by complex biological, cultural and psychosocial factors. 

The general health of men and women will always reflect earlier reproductive life 
events since at each stage of life an individual's needs 
differ. It must be recognized that there is a cumulative 
effect across the life span of poor reproductive health (see 
Figure 3). Reproductive health therefore requires that a 
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continuum of care be provided to meet the health needs of individuals throughout 
their life span.  

UN’S POSITION  

Despite the concerted efforts of many players, global progress in child survival has 
slowed compared to the advances of previous decades. Maternal mortality -- 
deaths of women in pregnancy and childbirth -- remains at almost the same level 
as 20 years ago. Halfway to 2015, the target set in 2000 by world leaders to reach 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 4 and 5 on child and maternal health 
are furthest off track1.  

Figures paint a stark picture. As of 2005, only 7 out of 60 countries with high child 
mortality rates were making sufficient progress to reach MDG 42. Almost 10 million 
children under five years old still die every year, with 40 per cent of them newborns 
-infants in their first 28 days of life. Until recently, newborn health was often 
overlooked by health decision makers, who have devoted too little attention or 
funding to this grave problem. The MDG 4 target is to reduce under-five mortality 
by two thirds, while MDG 5 is to reduce the maternal mortality ratios by 75 per cent, 
between 1990 and 2015.  

In 2007, leading institutions on maternal health concluded that progress for the 
achievement of MDG 5 was too slow. There was a minimal change in the global 
number of women dying in pregnancy and childbirth between 1990 (576,000) and 
2005 (536,000). As a result, the world has yielded a decline of less than 1 per cent in 
maternal mortality ratios, when the required rate to achieve this goal was 5.5 per 
cent3,4. The gravest concern is in sub-Saharan Africa, where the number of 
maternal deaths has even increased since 1990.  

Why does the world seem to stand by idly and accept a 200-fold gap in the lifetime 
risk that a pregnant woman in a developing country faces compared with a woman 
in a developed country? 

And why does the world seem not to notice that almost 10 million children die every 
year from largely preventable causes? 

The answer is both obvious and 
complex. For decades, the health of 
mothers, newborns and children has 
ranked low on the global health and 
development agenda; they have also not 
been a high priority for political leaders. 
This has created a vicious cycle of low 
investment in health services, both in 
the workforce and in infrastructure, 
resulting in poor coverage for essential, 
life-saving care, such as skilled attendance at childbirth for 
women, protection for newborns and treatment for 
diarrhoeal diseases and pneumonia for under-fives.  
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The lack of investment in health services for women and children is all the more 
indefensible in a twenty-first century world, which possesses incredible wealth. In 
2000, when the MDGs were adopted, global economic output was already $31 
trillion5. Yet every year developing countries are unable to access the $9 billion in 
additional funding needed to deliver basic maternal, newborn and child health 
care6. As a result of this shortfall, about 70 million mothers, newborns and 
children have died since 2000, virtually all in poor nations.  

REFERENCES  

https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/keep-promise-mothers-and-children-
agenda-improve- maternal-and-child-health 
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2016/11/mother-left-behind-conflict-exacerbates-
global- maternal-health-challenge/  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8478221/ 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/women/womens-human-rights-and-gender-related-
concerns-situations- conflict-and-instability https://www.mhtf.org/projects/woodrow-
wilson-international-center-advancing-dialogue-on- maternal-health-
series/closing-the-gaps-of-maternal-health-in-conflict-and-crises/  
 
  



 53 

TOPIC B: The Involvement of Women in Governance 
 

INTRODUCTION  

Stronger recognition of women’s issues in policy is required through increased 
representation in national and state governance. However, data show that women 
are underrepresented at all levels of decision-making worldwide, and that 
achieving gender parity in political life is far off. 
There is overwhelming evidence that women’s participation in politics is beneficial 
to their own communities and societies, and broader peace and stability, studies 
show higher numbers of women in parliament generally contribute to stronger 
attention to women's issues. Women's political participation is a fundamental 
prerequisite for gender equality and genuine democracy. It facilitates women's 
direct engagement in public decision-making and is a means of ensuring better 
accountability to women. But despite the existence of a number of international 
conventions and legal frameworks guaranteeing women’s political rights, we 
remain far from the goal of gender parity.  

This needs to change, the inclusion of women in political processes is a key element 
in achieving a truly inclusive democracy, and women must have the chance to 
exercise their political rights and participate in all political decision-making. This 
is a fundamental point to achieve the 5th goal of the 2030 agenda, the “Gender 
equality and empower of women and girls.  

Still, some may ask why it matters if women become political leaders, elected 
policymakers or civil society activists. Why does the world need more women 
involved in all aspects of the political process? Women’s political participation 
results in tangible gains for democracy, including greater responsiveness to citizen 
needs, increased cooperation across party and ethnic lines, and more sustainable 
peace.  

Women’s participation in politics helps advance gender equality and affects both 
the range of policy issues that get considered and the types of solutions that are 
proposed. Research indicates that whether a legislator is male or female has a 
distinct impact on their policy priorities, making it critical that women are present 
in politics to represent the concerns of women and other marginalized voters and 
help improve the responsiveness of policy making and governance. There is strong 
evidence that as more women are elected to office, there is also a corollary increase 
in policy making that emphasizes quality of life and reflects the priorities of 
families, women, and ethnic and racial minorities. Women’s political participation 
has profound positive and democratic impacts on communities, legislatures, 
political parties, and citizen’s lives, and helps democracy deliver.  
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ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS  

As of 19 September 2022, there are 28 
countries where 30 women serve as 
Heads of State and/or Government . At 
the current rate. Just 13 countries have a 
woman Head of State, and 15 countries 
have a woman Head of Government. 
Only 21 percent of government 
ministers were women, with only 14 
countries having achieved 50 percent or 
more women in cabinets with an annual increase of just 0.52 percentage points. The 
five most commonly held portfolios by women ministers are: 
Family/children/youth/elderly/disabled; followed by Social affairs; 
Environment/natural resources/energy; Employment/labour/vocational training, 
and Women affairs/gender equality.  

Only 26 per cent of all national parliamentarians are 
women, up from 11 per cent in 1995.  

Only five countries have 50 per cent or more women in 
parliament in single or lower houses: Rwanda (61 per 
cent), Cuba (53 per cent), Nicaragua (51 per cent), Mexico 
(50 per cent) and the United Arab Emirates (50 per cent). 
A further 27 countries have reached or surpassed 40 per 
cent, including 15 countries in Europe, five in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, five in Africa, one in Asia and 
one in the Pacific.  

WHY: Women have been underrepresented in decision-
making bodies in Kenya, including in churches, where 
male domination prevails.  

WHAT: Continued advocacy towards government the creation of broad alliances 
between women’s organisations and FBOs. This work created new opportunities for 
women in the churches to lobby 
for their right of 
representation.  

RESULTS: Women in churches 
adopted methods from the new 
National Women’s Charter and 
its accompanying action plan. 
These included affirmative 
action along with mentorship 
and leadership training, to 
enable women to run for office, 
including in church councils. Confident women took up 
leadership positions in churches, as well as in their 
communities.  
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It has taken a long time to see real commitment from the Kenyan government in 
ensuring equal representation between men and women, either at national or at 
municipality level. The same could be said about male controlled church structures, 
where women are underrepresented in decision- making bodies. This was 
challenged by NCA partners in Kenya.  

After the approval of the new constitution in 2010, a long consultation process 
between the Kenyan government and women’s organisations, including NCA 
partner Women’s Empowerment Link (WEL), took place to secure women’s equal 
right to participation. This engagement opened up new windows of opportunities. 
It inspired the Anglican Church (ACK) to institutionalise gender equality in its 
leadership structures. Methods used were affirmative action, mentorship, 
leadership training, and alliance building with networks with necessary resources 
and skills. A guideline was developed by partners for mentorship sessions. This 
provided a platform for effectively strengthening women’s skills for leadership, in 
transparency and accountability, and in promoting common visions. ACK also 
reviewed its constitution, in order to further institutionalise gender equality.  

 

UN’S POSITION  

In Timor-Leste, UN Women is supporting women's political participation through 
a collection of programmes aimed at building the capacity of women to play 
effective roles as political actors and to improve the gender-responsiveness of 
governance structures. 

The Programme for Enhancing Rural Women's Leadership and Participation in 
Nation Building in Timor-Leste (PERWL) targets Timorese rural women, with the 
aim of building the capacity of women leaders and groups at the national and local 
levels to participate in the process of nation building. 

Objectives of PERWL:  

To promote transformative leadership, politics and communities through the 
active and reciprocal participation of women as members of constituencie and 
potential leaders in the political processes and governance at the local and 
community levels. 

To enhance the understanding, contribution of and benefits for rural communities, 
in particular women, on gender mainstreaming the nation building process as a 
method to further promote the process of transformative leadership and 
citizenship. 

To contribute to government planning, programming, policy development and 
budget allocation that is based on and responds to the socio-economic situation, 
needs and rights of rural women Activities supporting 
increased participation of women in politics include:  
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Pre-electoral training of 1,265 women candidates in 13 districts. Training focused 
on the concepts and principles of transformative leadership, politics and 
communities TM in order to prepare women for official duties and, if unelected, as 
active citizens within their local communities. Out of the 1,265 women leaders 
trained on transformative leadership, 52 per cent contested the elections and 55 per 
cent of those were elected. Moreover, originally targeting only women, the 
Programme had later trained both male and female members of the village councils 
in 13 districts in response to demand. Creation of a set of training modules about 
'Strengthening the Role of Women in the Suco Council'. The OPE and INAP trainers 
were trained on the use of the training modules.  

UN Women has worked closely with the Local Development Program (LDP) in the 
implementation a pilot decentralization program in two districts: Bobonaro and 
Lautem. This program looks at different models of governance decentralization, 
such as sub-district and district assemblies, and PERWL has been interested in 
what these alternative models may mean for women's leadership and political 
participation in rural areas.  

UN Women has conducted dialogue between national women leaders and women 
representatives in the suco councils in 13 districts, an opportunity for women in the 
districts to interact and raise their concerns with national women leaders 
representing government ministries, NGOs and women parliamentarians. The 
dialogue led the participants to agree on the strategies to improve linkages and 
support systems between national and local women leaders.  

To consolidate the continued advocacy of the principles of transformative leaders, 
UN Women partnership with Forum Tau Matan (FTM) has designed and developed 
rights-based and gender- responsive civic education materials on the Constitution 
of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste. UN Women facilitated discussions 
between women from different political affiliations to develop a cross party 
Women's Political Platform adopted by 12 of the 14 parties contesting the 2007 
elections.  

UN Women supported the establishment of a Gender Resource Centre under the 
National Parliament, which will build awareness of parliamentarians on gender-
related issues. 

Prior to the 2007 presidential elections in Timor-Leste, UN Women initiated a 
presidential debate on gender-based violence and women in politics, and ran 
workshops for women members of political parties. These activities resulted in the 
signing of a landmark commitment to women's political participation. 

CONCLUSION  

There is established and growing evidence that women’s leadership in political 
decision-making processes improves them. 

Women demonstrate political leadership by working across 
party lines through parliamentary women’s caucuses—
even in the most politically combative environments—and 
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by championing issues of gender equality, such as the elimination of gender-based 
violence, parental leave and childcare, pensions, gender-equality laws, and 
electoral reform. 

The under-representation of women constitutes a serious democratic deficit, 
which undermines the Legitimacy of the contemporary democratic ideal. Parity 
democracy implies the equal representation of women and men in decision-
making positions. It goes a step further than quotas as it is based on the idea that 
women are not a minority: they represent more than half of humanity – a 
quantitative dimension – and one of its components – a qualitative dimension.  
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LEGAL 
Office for Legal Affair 

TOPIC A: Regulating Private Military Companies 
 

INTRODUCTION  

Private military companies, or most simply PMCs, are special companies that offer 
a wide group of services related to war and conflict, tha include strategic planning, 
combat operations, providing both combat and protection forces and training. They 
were created back in 1965, when some SAS (special air services) veterans, under the 
leadership of David Stirling and John Woodhouse, founded WatchGuard 
International as a private company that could be contracted out for security and 
military purposes.  

The use of private military companies in the context of armed conflicts raises 
concerns with respect to the legality and legitimacy of the shift of state functions to 
private actors. The conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq brought privatization within 
the scope of peace, war, and security. Indeed, private contractors had already been 
used before in African or South American states in internal conflicts or in the fight 
against drug trafficking. Today, however, the focus has shifted from a mercenary-
like deployment of military companies.  

A really consistent part of the community thinks that PMCs shoudn’t be regulated 
since they would cause problems such as excessive force and atrocities against 
civilians, which to be fair, has already happened on some occasions.  

ANALYSIS AND STATISTICS  

The proliferation of PMCs/PSCs in the post-Cold War er a has raised major 
concerns about their accountability, control and legality. These issues first emerged 
with regard to ‘mercenary’ companies such Sandline International and Executive 
Outcomes which intervened militarily on behalf of failing governments in national 
conflicts such as in Sierra Leone, Angola and Equatorial Guinea.1 However, the 
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interventions in Afghanistan (2001) and Iraq 
(2003) have illustrated that also PMCs/PSCs 
based in and hired by industrialized democracies 
have been affected by controversy. 

A key issue has been the perceived lack of 
political and legal accountability of PMCs/PSCs 
operating in conflict regions. The main cause of 
this problem is the primary accountability of 
PMCs/ PSCs to their clients and shareholders, 
and not the general public. In the European 
Union this has resulted in a lack of transparency 
and public accountability when governments 
have hired PMCs/ PSCs for international military 
interventions. The details of these contracts are 
rarely made public for reasons of corporate 
confidentiality. Moreover, most governments 
are unable to tell their publics and parliaments exactly how many private military 
and security contractors they employ nationally and abroad.3 For the populations 
of conflict regions, the difficulties of holding PMCs/PSCs accountable are 
exacerbated when the contracting parties are not based or living in the country. 
Moreover, many foreign forces have Status of Armed Forces Agreements (SOFAs) 
which exempt private contractors accompanying them from local prosecution. In 
some countries, such as Afghanistan, this has created the impression that private 
military and security contractors who commit crimes are “whisked away” to their 
Western home states, leaving the victims “with no means of pursuing justice”.  

A second problem has been the control over PMCs/PSCs, including their business 
structure, recruitment, training, equipment and services.5 Most European and 
some developing countries, such as Afghanistan and Iraq, regulate PMCs/PSCs 
operating on their national territories. However, only the United States and South 
Africa have specific legislations controlling services exported abroad.6 Combined 
with the inapplicability and weakness of international regulations, such as the 
United Nations (UN) Convention on Mercenarism, the African Union Convention 
and the Montreux Document, this has permitted PMCs/PSCs to locate their 
businesses where legislation is particularly lax. The limited ability of failed, weak or 
developing states engaged in conflict to monitor and enforce national regulations 
of PMCs/PSCs has resulted in a free-for-all in some interventions. In Iraq, for 
example, the Ministry of Interior which is formally responsible for the registration 
and licensing of PMCs/PSCs has not been able to do so effectively. As late as 2007, it 
was observed that many PMCs/PSCs had not complied with the official licensing 
requirement.7 In its withdrawal agreement with the US, the Iraqi government 
therefore insisted on lifting the immunity of foreign contractors working for the 
coalition forces from January 2009 in order to increase its ability to control 
PMCs/PSCs working in the country. 

Finally, the operations of some PMCs/PSCs have been a major cause of concern. The 
crimes attributed to PMCs/PSCs range from the sale or 
brokering of small arms and light weapons (SALW) to the 
shooting of innocent civilians. The Sandline Affair has been 
one of the most controversial illustrations of the role of 
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PMCs/PSCs in the SALW trade. In this case, the London-based company Sandline 
International circumvented the UN arms embargo and exported weapons to Sierra 
Leone, allegedly with the knowledge of officials in the British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office.9 More often, PMCs/PSCs obtain SALW illegally to support 
their own missions. In Afghanistan, for instance, only the government, foreign 
militaries and embassies are permitted to import weapons. This has created a major 
dilemma for PMCs/PSCs which either hire local staff and “turn a blind eye to the 
source of their weapons” or buy arms on the black market. 

Even more serious have been accusations against PMCs/PSCs over the killing of 
civilians. The American company Blackwater (now Xe) has made it repeatedly into 
the headlines by engaging in reckless shootouts, including one that led to the 
deaths of 17 civilians in Baghdad in September 2007. Other PMCs/PSCs such as 
Unity Resource Group, Custer Battles and Triple Canopy have also beenaccused of 
shooting at or killing innocent bystanders in Iraq.11 In 2005, a “trophy video” was 
published on the internet which showed four clips of security guards targeting 
other drivers from a car on “route Irish” leading up to Baghdad airport.12 In 
Afghanistan, President Hamid Karzai accused private security guards working for 
the coalition forces of killing a provincial police chief and several of his officers.13 
Moreover, the operations of PMCs/PSCs can have a negative impact on national and 
international security and human rights in regions of conflict. In some cases where 
PMCs/PSCs have supported government forces in combat missions, such as in 
Sierra Leone and Angola, conflict resolution has been short term because the 
underlying weaknesses of the government and national security agencies have not 
been addressed. In others there have been doubts about the training provided by 
PMCs/PSCs such as in Croatia where MPRI supplied advice under the Democracy 
Transition Assistance Program in 1995. While allegations that MPRI was involved 
in combat operation ‘Storm’ have not been confirmed conclusively, it has been 
noted that the company did not suspend their training when the Croatian armed 
forces engaged in large scale ethnic cleansing.14 In short, the consequences of 
PMC/PSC operations for security in areas of war are often mixed. While they 
arguably contribute to enhancing the capacities of weak national armed forces in 
zones of conflict and protect the civilians and businesses which hire them, local 
populations do not necessarily benefit from these measures. In Afghanistan, focus 
groups told Swisspeace that PMCs/PSCs had at best little positive impact on public 
security, at worst decreased it because they “are armed, block the road, are badly 
behaved and seem to attract trouble”.  

There are two complementary ways of addressing these problems: legislation and 
regulation. For the purposes of this report, the first refers to national and 
international criminal, human rights and humanitarian laws. The main objective of 
legislation is to punish crimes, including those committed by private military and 
security contractors. The second refers here to the national or international 
registration and licensing of PMCs/PSCs. It seeks to establish organizational and 
behavioural standards for these companies and their employees, and to facilitate 
public control and accountability. While overlapping in purpose, the rationales of 
both approaches are distinct. The former is focused on punishment, the latter on 
prevention. Moreover, current national and international 
legislation includes a rather narrow set of crimes and do no 
involve concerns about political and public accountability 
and oversight.  



 61 

International legislation and regulation plays an important role in managing 
PMCs/PSCs because weak states or countries engaged in conflict are often unable to 
enforce national laws. International criminal, human rights and humanitarian 
laws, however, only apply to a small number of cases in which PMCs/PSCs are 
engaged. International criminal and human rights law focus primarily on crimes of 
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.  

International humanitarian law includes detailed stipulations for ‘contractors 
accompanying the armed forces’ and for non-state combatants, but for three reasons it 
is rarely applicable to PMCs/PSCs. Firstly, PMCs/PSCs operate typically in areas of 
conflict where there is no declared war. Secondly, many PMCs/PSCs work for private 
organizations, businesses or individuals and not for national armed forces. Thirdly, 
most PMCs/PSCs do not engage, or at least claim not to engage, in offensive military 
action. It is therefore difficult to determine whether they are ‘combatants’ who ‘take 
part in hostilities’ as stipulated in the Geneva Conventions.  

International legislation and regulation plays an important role in managing 
PMCs/PSCs because weak states or countries engaged in conflict are often unable to 
enforce national laws. International criminal, human rights and humanitarian 
laws, however, only apply to a small number of cases in which PMCs/PSCs are 
engaged. International criminal and human rights law focus primarily on crimes of 
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. International humanitarian law 
includes detailed stipulations for ‘contractors accompanying the armed forces’ and 
for non-state combatants, but for three reasons it is rarely applicable to 
PMCs/PSCs. Firstly, PMCs/PSCs operate typically in areas of conflict where there is 
no declared war. Secondly, many PMCs/PSCs work for private organizations, 
businesses or individuals and not for national armed forces. Thirdly, most 
PMCs/PSCs do not engage, or at least claim not to engage, in offensive military 
action. It is therefore difficult to determine whether they are ‘combatants’ who 
‘take part in hostilities’ as stipulated in the Geneva Conventions. It is for these 
reasons that the Montreux Document on Pertinent International Legal Obligations 
and Good Practices for States related to Operations of Private Military and Security 
Companies during Armed Conflict signed in 2008 by Afghanistan, Angola, 
Australia, Austria, Canada, China, France, Germany, Iraq, Poland, Sierra Leone, 
South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the United 
States, can be considered insufficient. Despite its objective to investigate the 
possibility of strengthening international regulations, the document did not go 
beyond a reaffirmation of existing international humanitarian and human rights 
law and an endorsement of voluntary good practices. 

The regulation of PMCs/PSCs is presently and potentially more effective than 
international legislation. As will be discussed in greater detail in the following 
sections, both the EU and its member states have already a variety of regulatory and 
licensing mechanisms in place which apply at least partially to PMCs/PSCs. 
Moreover, regulation typically addresses a broad range of concerns such as political 
and public accountability and control over the organization of and types of services 
provided by PMCs/PSCs nationally and abroad.  
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UN’S POSITION  

(Nov. 13, 2013) On November 4, 2013, the United Nations Working Group on the Use of 
Mercenaries urged the countries of the world to create a binding agreement that would 
regulate the operations of private military and security companies (PMSCs). (Press 
Release, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Expert Group Calls for 
Robust International Regulation of Private Military and Security Companies (Nov. 4, 
2013).) Anton Katz, who currently chairs the U.N. expert group on the issue, stated:  

Providing security is a fundamental human right and a fundamental responsibility 
of the State. ... But the ever expanding activities of PMSCs continue to raise a 
number of challenges, and the outsourcing of security to these companies by States 
create risks for human rights, hence the need to regulate their activities. (Id.)  

According to the Working Group, national laws do not fully regulate the 
transnational companies involved. The laws lack adequate registration and 
licensing requirements and do not include accountability for human rights 
violations. Effective mechanisms are needed to provide remedies for those 
violations. (Elizabeth LaForgia, UN Rights Experts Call for International Regulation 
of Private Military Companies, PAPER CHASE NEWSBURST (Nov. 5, 2013). 

There are some non-binding, self-regulatory plans, including the Montreux 
Document and the International Code of Conduct, that represent attempts to 
oversee the actions of PMSCs. The Montreux Document on private military and 
security companies, which argues that international law does apply to PMSCs, was 
drawn up in September 2008; it has a set of good practices for the activities of 
PMCS in armed conflict zones. It is designed to assist countries who are adopting 
legislation on the issue. (The Montreux Document on Private Military and Security 
Companies, Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs website (last modified 
Sept. 20, 2013). 

CONCLUSION  

As anyone could tell, there are several different types of opinions about this delicate 
topic, in fact because they are non-state companies, sometimes they appear to be 
beyond all law. 

United Nations is dedicated to preserving and promoting peaceful coexistence 
among its 193 member states, as well as the welfare of the world’s 7.5 billion 
people. Since PMSCs are non-state actors (NSAs), they challenge core principles of 
the UN. Addressing the issue of non-state actors has increasingly been a subject of 
debate among the UN member states. An example of the contradictions raised by 
the issue is the UN approach, which is still sees PMSCs as mercenaries, independent 
soldiers of fortune, a scourge from the 1970s, when the issue was very different. 
The United Nations also relies on PMSCs today for the security of many 
humanitarian activities, including disaster relief in conflict-prone regions.5 With 
these issues in mind, the United Nations established a 
Working Group on Mercenaries to help governments to 
recognize the need for a legally binding international 
agreement to regulate the use and activities of private 
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military and security companies (PMSCs) to complement existing regulations. The 
costs and benefits of these companies must be weighed carefully. Given the fact 
that the UN has used some of these organizations in the past, especially for 
protection of humanitarian work, the UN member states are sharply divided on 
whether to get rid of them altogether, or to create a hard-fast standard to prevent 
issues arising in the future.  
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TOPIC B: Maintaining Digital Privacy and Freedom of 
Expression on the Internet 
 

INTRODUCTION  

The protection of free expression is now generally considered a common good. 
Some States speak out in favour of its protection and admonish those who do not 
support it in the modern era, and in particular for the internet. No State, however, 
promotes the right to privacy. Now, when States and human rights mechanisms 
speak often of promoting free speech and the importance of facilitating access to 
and use of the internet and new technologies, they rarely admit the implications of 
new technologies for the right to privacy. They knowingly support free expression 
in the modern context while ignore the right to privacy that has so long enabled 
and supported free expression. Put in a more worrying way, they want to see more 
people communicate and express themselves, particularly in countries where they 
are at risk for doing so, while turning a blind eye to how they are placing 
themselves at greater risk of identification, profiling, and persecution for having 
done so because of the surveillance that is now all too possible and probable.  

Instead of enjoying equal promotion to free expression, privacy is often subjected 
to claims of cultural relativism – the catchphrase “privacy is a Western concept” is 
regularly lobbed at privacy advocates – or subjugated to concerns of security, 
development or growth. The right to privacy has not been fully developed by human 
rights protection mechanisms; the UN Human Rights Committee last issued a 
General Comment on the right to privacy before most modern technologies – 
including the internet – were in mainstream usage, and it persists to neglect 
privacy considerations in its Concluding Observations on the human rights records 
of State parties. It has rarely recognized the interdependent and mutually 
reinforcing relationship between privacy and free expression.  

This essay begins by elucidating the deprioritisation of the right to privacy in 
human rights and political discourses. It then goes on to establish the clear links 
between privacy and free expression, illustrating the interdependent relationship 
between the two rights by examining State control and surveillance of 
communications. It concludes by making recommendations for specific State 
actions to protect and promote the right to privacy, and calls for a stronger 
statement by UN human rights mechanisms on the mutually reinforcing 

relationship between 
the two rights.  
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Privacy  

The failure of the international community to develop a stronger statement of the 
meaning and application of the right to privacy may be in part due to the challenges 
in defining the content and contours of the right. Although privacy is 
internationally recognized as a fundamental right, and has its foundations in the 
constitutions of scores of countries, as diverse as Chile, Ethiopia, and Nepal; in 
numerous regional and international treaties; and in the jurisprudence of courts 
across the democratic world, it is far more than a functional legal construct that’s 
validity derives from its existence in national or international law. Despite its 
essential role in shielding individuals from government and corporate intrusion 
into their homes, communications, opinions, beliefs, identities and bodies, it is 
often claimed that it is an evolving social norm. It does face a changing 
environment with new forms of data generation, storage, processing and 
surveillance, and as such it cannot be a static concept; its content and confines are 
contested, subject to never-ending games of tug-of-war between individuals, 
governments and corporations. Innovation and change – not just in technologies, 
but in migration and border flows, security and conflicts, attitudes and priorities – 
inform and challenge our conceptions of the private and the public. The continual 
development of new means to undermine or protect privacy gives rise to new 
discussions about how to contextualise it, and new questions about its salience in 
changing contexts. “Privacy” may have no fixed meaning or core content; our 
conceptualisations of privacy are bound to vary across historical periods, cultures 
and places. Understanding and protecting privacy is also challenged by the constant 
evolution of technologies that transform the way we think about the private and public 
spheres. Technological change alters our relationships and interactions with 
governments and the corporate sector, and changes how we think about the realization 
and protection of human rights. This is particularly so when it comes to our 
communications – how we form and impart our beliefs and opinions. In order to enjoy 
privacy of communications individuals must be able to exchange information and ideas 
in a space beyond the reach of the State, the private sector and other members of society. 
As technologies increase the reach of the State, place power in the hands of the private 
sector, and create new societies and citizenries online, privacy protections are 
increasingly crucial.  

Of course, the failure to protect and promote the right to privacy is about more than 
an inability to agree on a definition or conceptualization of the right. Rather, 
because the right to privacy is the fundamental safeguard of the citizen from the 
State, it is viewed by the State as a barrier to control, an impediment to power. 
Privacy is at the heart of the most basic understandings of human dignity – the 
ability to make autonomous choices about our lives and relationships, without 
outside interference or intimidation, is central to who we are as human beings. 
Autonomy is not just about the subjective capacity of an individual to make a 
decision, but also about having the external social, political and technological 
conditions that make such a decision possible. Privacy confers those external 
conditions. As private autonomy is a key component of public life and debate, 
privacy is not only a social value, but also a public good.  

Yet by the State that seeks to control its populace, it is 
viewed as an impediment, and thus is conceptualized as 
hampering security, development, and modernization. 
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Individuals are offered simplistic, false choices between competing values: dignity 
or convenience; freedom or control; our rights and freedoms, or security, 
modernisation and development. States tell us that stability cannot be ensured if 
anonymous online expression is unregulated, that communications must be visible 
by the State in order to prevent terrorism and cyber crime, that interactivity 
without observability would lead to illegality. All of these are false choices, pitting 
technology as a means for evil and privacy, the preserve of darker forces in society.  

The idea that we must choose between privacy and security has too often pervaded 
the political and economic discourses, creating false dichotomies and spurring 
over-simplified arguments about the roles of technologies. The discussion reveals 
no nuance, no consideration of the values and priorities tied up in privacy and 
security, no reference to the potentials of technology or the changing nature of 
threats and security, no indication of the other choices that exist. It has cast 
security and privacy as competing concepts, rather than interlinking and 
potentially reinforcing values. Technologies have the potential to diffuse, rather 
than exacerbate, the privacy/security divide. The challenge is to improve access to 
and understanding of technologies, ensure that policy makers and the laws they 
adopt respond to the challenges and potentialities of technologies, and generate 
greater public debate to ensure that rights and freedoms are negotiated at a societal 
level.  

Privacy and free expression  

Technologies have blurred the line between public and private thought and 
expression; courts across the globe are confounded by questions about how to 
characterise social media musings and blogs, how to think about data like location, 
IP addresses and cookies. Today, more than ever, privacy and free expression are 
interlinked; an infringement upon one can be both the cause and consequence of an 
infringement upon the other. 
This is particularly so in the case of communications surveillance. The things an 
individual says to another person, their intimate feelings and opinions, who they 
have relationships and connections with, what newspapers they read and what 
movies they watch, where they go and who they talk to: each of these pieces of 
information are incredibly sensitive and personal. They have long been considered 
the preserve of an individual’s private life, not for exposure to or infiltration by 
anyone without consent or without exceptional justification. 

Innovations in some technologies have facilitated increased possibilities for 
communication, and protections of free expression and opinion, enabling 
anonymity, rapid information sharing, and cross-cultural dialogues. At the same 
time, changes in technologies have given rise to increased opportunities for State 
surveillance and intervention into individuals’ private communications. Digital 
“back doors” are built into mobile telephone networks to enable State surveillance; 
technologies such as mass interception systems and voice and speech recognition 
technology enable countrywide surveillance. Social media monitoring tools, deep 
packet inspection, and trojans are used to monitor individuals online. Data 
generated by internet companies about internet users’ 
online activity are accessed by States, who are increasingly 
mandating the retention of such data. The range of 
expression that might be surveilled has also grown. 
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Whereas surveillance was historically aimed at private conversations taking place 
on the telephone, in the modern era, a vast portion of the expressive power of 
citizens is channeled through surveilable channels, including not only private one-
to-one conversations, but books, magazines, conversations between groups, 
outlines and finished works, family records, library searches, radio shows, live 
video and digitized historical cultural artifacts. Modern technology increases access 
to all of these items and more, at the risk of making all such access knowable by 
powerful state actors.  

DATA AND ANALYSIS  

In the digital era, freedom of expression and privacy are mutually reinforcing 
rights. Both are necessary foundations for free and democratic societies, as well as 
one of the most basic prerequisites for their growth and self-fulfillment. Freedom 
of expression and opinion must be recognized and maintained in order for 
democracy, accountability, and good government to prosper. The Right to Privacy 
is also a significant shield against 
governmental and corporate 
authority in the modern-day.  

While freedom of expression is 
essential for diverse cultural 
expression, creativity, and 
innovation, as well as the 
development of one’s personality 
through self-expression, the 
right to privacy is equally 
important for ensuring the individuals’ autonomy, facilitating the development of 
their sense of self, and enabling them to form relationships with others. In order to 
practice true freedom of speech, particularly online, privacy is also required. 
Individuals who lack privacy are unable to think and talk freely, as well as develop 
their voices. 

Individuals would be unable to build their sense of independence without freedom 
of expression. Respect and preservation of human dignity, as well as people’s 
capacity to live freely and interact with one another, are at the heart of the 
protection of fundamental rights. Simultaneously, one person’s right to free 
expression may infringe on another’s right to privacy, and vice versa. Digital 
technologies heighten this tension. While digital technologies have considerably 
expanded the possibility for abuses of the right to privacy on a scale historically 
unprecedented, they have also greatly enhanced the opportunity for freedom of 
speech and information sharing.  

Personal information may be gathered and made available across borders on an 
unprecedented scale and at a low expense for both corporations and authorities, 
digital technologies pose major challenges to the enforcement of the right to 
privacy and associated rights. Simultaneously, the 
application of data protection laws and other measures to 
preserve the Right to Privacy might have an excessive 
impact on legitimate speech. 
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The rights to freedom of expression and privacy are essential foundations of an 
open and democratic society, as well as basic conditions for its progress and 
enjoyment of other human rights and fundamental freedoms; recognizing that the 
protection of the Right to Privacy is a necessary precondition for the meaningful 
exercise of the right to freedom of expression. 

UN’S POSITION 

Prior to the 2016 presidential elections in the United States, the British firm Cambridge 
Analytica enabled the use of data from 50 million Facebook accounts to create profiles 
for targeted political advertisements. The resulting scandal has helped raise public 
awareness globally about the power of data for manipulation and control in the digital 
era, and of how few protections we have against this kind of abuse. There is no 
comprehensive data protection framework in the United States, and little to stop the 
misuse of Facebook’s platform to sow discord online and potentially influence elections. 
The same lack of protections may have also been a factor in the 2018 presidential 
elections in Brazil.1 In the absence of appropriate laws, policies and corporate practices 
that are grounded in internationally recognized principles for human rights, the data 
that we share every day can be twisted to undermine democratic processes and hurt the 
most vulnerable among us. 
Unfortunately, how States respond to scandals like that involving Cambridge Analytica 
can make things worse, and some initiatives even serve to undermine the fundamental 
rights of the citizens they purport to protect. These responses go beyond passing 
inadequate data protection laws in haste without proper consultation or input by civil 
society.2 Governments across the globe are using the focus on data and national security 
to push misguided efforts to localize data3 and advance cybersecurity or cybercrime laws 
that are not user-centred, do not keep data secure and effectively open the door to 
human rights violations. Legal frameworks, whether set up to protect our data or 
enhance cybersecurity, must be designed to centre on an individual’s right to privacy that 
is recognized under international human rights instruments. For example, laws that 
authorize surveillance must be both “necessary and proportionate.”4 All United Nations 
Member States are tasked with upholding fundamental human rights, online and off—
and in this digital era, privacy is a cornerstone of these rights. 
Yet as Governments attempt to determine the rules of the game in a rapidly evolving 
digital landscape, they often pursue policy, legislation and governance objectives in a 
manner that is removed from the perspectives, rights or needs of individuals. Laws 
developed without input from diverse stakeholders, including voices from civil society, 
are putting marginalized populations, in particular, at risk of grave human rights abuses. 
Recent “cybercrime” legislation enacted in a United Nations Member State in North 
Africa, as well as media regulation law, demonstrate how legislation created to regulate 
cyberspace can undermine civil liberties and criminalize activities inherent to the 
exercise of human rights, including the rights to privacy and free expression. Such laws 
authorize broad State censorship, website blocking and online surveillance. The law on 
cybercrime, for instance, mandates that Internet service providers keep and store users’ 
data, including phone calls, text messages, and browsing and application history, for a 
period of 180 days, and that they make the data accessible to law enforcement without 
necessary human rights safeguards.  
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DESA 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  
TOPIC A: Global Coordination to Contain the Imminent 
Global Debt Crisis 

INTRODUCTION  

We’re going through hard times. Lately the world has been facing a persistent 
pandemic and a war that doesn’t seem to stop. However, even problems that 
predated COVID-19 have not gone away: in fact, growing debt vulnerabilities in the 
world seems to be an enormous problem nowadays. Debt was already very high 
before the 2020’s coronavirus pandemic, however during that time, deficits 
increased and debt accumulated much faster than they did in the previous years: 
the COVID-19 pandemic represents the biggest test of the global financial system 
since the 2008 financial crisis without a doubt.  

The COVID-19 shock has put the global financial system under considerable strain. 
Anyway during the pandemic, fiscal policy was able to protect people and firms in 
many countries. So it contributed to financial and economic recovery. Now the war 
in eastern Europe is adding risks to extremely high levels of public borrowing while 
the pandemic is still straining many government budgets. So we can easily tell how 
important global coordination is to stop the Global Debt Crisis, or at least to keep it 
under control, since it already has caused many economical and social issues 
worldwide.  

ANALISYS AND STATICS  

According to the IMF’s Global Debt Database, borrowing jumped by 28 percentage 
points to 256% of gross domestic 
product in 2020. Government 
accounted for about half of this 
increase, with the remainder from 
non-financial corporations and  

households. Public debt now 
represents close to 40% of the global 
total, the most in almost six decades.  

In other terms, just a few months ago 
total debt amounted to $300 trillion, 
and it doesn’t seem to be getting 
better.  
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UN'S POSITION  

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) estimates that 54 countries, 
accounting for more than half of the world's poorest people, now need immediate 
debt relief to avoid even more extreme poverty while giving them a chance of 
dealing with climate change.  

According to the findings of a new report published on Tuesday, the likelihood of a 
worsening outlook is high. Achim Steiner, UNDP administrator, urged a string of 
measures, including writing off debt, offering wider relief to greater numbers of 
countries and even adding special clauses to bond contracts to provide breathing 
space during crises.  

The warning comes as the International Monetary Fund and World Bank hold 
meetings in Washington this week amid rising global recession worries and a crop 
of debt crises from Sri Lanka and Pakistan to Chad, Ethiopia and Zambia.  

The UNDP's report also called for a recalibration of the G20-led Common 
Framework - the plan designed to help countries pushed into financial trouble by 
the pandemic to restructure debt.  

 
CONCLUSION  

So, the debt crisis is one of the biggest problems that the modern world is dealing 
with. Obviously facing these kinds of issues is extremely difficult and trying to solve 
them is even more hard. That’s why nations should cooperate in order to find as 
many solutions as possible. One of them could be finding different solutions to 
borrowing, or if that is not possible, managing it to avoid economical problems 
such as debt crisis. They could also increase accountability to improve the 
behaviour of borrowers and lenders or even introduce better ways of managing 
shocks and crises.  

Anyway preventing another low-income debt crisis is not just the responsibility of 
borrowing countries: it will require serious changes on the part of every nation and 
especially the international system.  
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TOPIC B: Introducing the Use of Cryptocurrencies on 
Global Scale 

 
INTRODUCTION 

A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual currency secured by cryptography, which 
makes it nearly impossible to counterfeit or double-spend. Many cryptocurrencies 
are decentralized networks based on blockchain technology—a distributed ledger 
enforced by a disparate network of computers. 

Cryptocurrencies are digital or virtual currencies underpinned by cryptographic 
systems. They enable secure online payments without the use of third-party 
intermediaries. "Crypto" refers to the various encryption algorithms and 
cryptographic techniques that safeguard these entries, such as elliptical curve 
encryption, public-private key pairs, and hashing functions. They can be mined, 
purchased from cryptocurrency exchanges, or rewarded for work done on a 
blockchain. Not all e-commerce sites allow purchases using cryptocurrencies. In 
fact, cryptocurrencies, even popular ones like Bitcoin, are hardly used for retail 
transactions. However, cryptocurrency values have made them popular as trading 
and investing instruments. To a limited extent, they are also used for cross-border 
transfers. 

A defining feature of cryptocurrencies is that they are generally not issued by any 
central authority, rendering them theoretically immune to government 
interference or manipulation. 

Cryptocurrencies were introduced with the intent to revolutionize financial 
infrastructure. As with every revolution, however, there are tradeoffs involved. At 
the current stage of development for cryptocurrencies, there are many differences 
between the theoretical ideal of a decentralized system with cryptocurrencies and 
its practical implementation. 

Some advantages and disadvantages of cryptocurrencies are as follows. 

Advantages 

- Removes single points of failure 

- Easier to transfer funds between parties 

- Removes third parties 

- Can be used to generate returns 

- Remittances are streamlined 
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Disadvantages 

- Transactions are pseudonymous 

- Pseudonymity allows for criminal uses 

- Have become highly centralized 

- Expensive to participate in a network and earn 

- Off-chain security issues 

- Prices are very volatile 

 
POSITION OF THE UN 

The global use of cryptocurrencies increased 
exponentially during the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic. Such private digital 
currencies have become particularly prevalent 
in developing countries, entailing 
considerable risks and costs regarding 
national monetary sovereignty, policy space  
and macroeconomic stability.  

In this policy brief, UNCTAD examines such 
risks and costs, reasons for the uptake of 
cryptocurrencies in developing countries and 
the current regulatory landscape. Three policy 
recommendations that developing countries 
may consider in this regard are ensuring 
financial regulation; restricting 
advertisements related to cryptocurrencies; 
and providing a safe, reliable and affordable public payment system adapted to the 
digital era, such as a central bank digital currency or fast retail payment system. 

Cryptocurrencies can serve as financial assets. Advocates state that 
cryptocurrencies, or private digital currencies, have the potential to emancipate 
citizens from bank conglomerates and State control, while promoting financial 
inclusion. This potential is mainly based on the use of the underlying technology, 
namely, distributed ledger technology, of which blockchain is a subset.  
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provides the means to use 
networks of connected computers 
to verify peer-to-peer private 
transactions. To ensure the 
integrity of the ledger in the 
absence of a central authority, the 
nodes on the network, or digital 
miners, confirm the records and 
are rewarded through 
remuneration in cryptocurrencies. 
Since 2009, when the first 
decentralized cryptocurrency was 
created, a complex and rapidly evolving cryptocurrency ecosystem has emerged. At 
present, there are over 19,000 cryptocurrencies, compared with 1,500 in 2018.  

Countless service providers help keep this system operational, of which the most 
important are decentralized finance platforms, crypto-exchanges and digital wallet 
applications. The former, which is based on distributed ledger technology, provides 
cryptocurrency lending, trading and investment without reliance on traditional 
financial intermediaries. Crypto-exchanges enable the conversion of 
cryptocurrencies to sovereign currencies and digital wallets store private digital 
currencies on behalf of users.  

Another important component of the cryptocurrency ecosystem is stablecoins. This 
new class of cryptocurrency aims to maintain a stable price relative to a sovereign 
currency, or a basket of currencies, by holding financial assets as collateral. 
However, increasing profitability might be an incentive for stablecoin issuers to 
hold risky assets.  

A decrease in the value of such assets, or an undercollateralization of stablecoins, 
would result in issuers lacking the means to pay holders. Yet compared with a 
decrease in the value of cryptocurrencies, resulting in financial losses to holders, a 
more serious matter would be a drop in the price of stablecoin collaterals, which 
could require a public bailout, with taxpayers ultimately paying the costs. As of May 
2022, several stablecoins are no longer pegged to the United States dollar. This has 
provoked anxiety among holders of cryptocurrencies and resulted in market 
turmoil associated with a significant sell-off. 

ANALYSIS AND STATISTIC 

These are some of the most common cryptocurrencies used in the global market. 

Although cryptocurrencies are considered a form of money, the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) treats them as financial assets or property for tax purposes. And, as 
with most other investments, if you reap capital gains 
selling or trading cryptocurrencies, the government wants 
a piece of the profits. How exactly the IRS taxes digital 
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assets—either as capital gains or ordinary income—depends on how long the 
taxpayer held the cryptocurrency and how they used it. 

Are Cryptocurrencies Safe Investments? 

Cryptocurrencies have attracted a reputation as unstable investments due to high 
investor losses as a result of scams, hacks, and bugs. Although the underlying 
cryptography is generally secure, the technical complexity of using and storing 
crypto assets can be a significant hazard to new users. 
 
In addition to the market risks associated with speculative assets, cryptocurrency 
investors should be aware of the following risks: 
 
User risk: Unlike traditional finance, there is no way to reverse or cancel a 
cryptocurrency transaction after it has already been sent. By some estimates, about 
one-fifth of all bitcoins are now inaccessible due to lost passwords or incorrect 
sending addresses. 
Regulatory risks: The regulatory status of some cryptocurrencies is still unclear, 
with many governments seeking to regulate them as securities, currencies, or both. 
A sudden regulatory crackdown could make it difficult to sell cryptocurrencies or 
cause a market-wide price drop. 
Counterparty risks: Many investors and merchants rely on exchanges or other 
custodians to store their cryptocurrency. Theft or loss by one of these third parties 
could result in losing one's entire investment. 
Management risks: Due to the lack of coherent regulations, there are few 
protections against deceptive or unethical management practices. Many investors 
have lost large sums to management teams that failed to deliver a product. 
Programming risks: Many investment and lending platforms use automated 
smart contracts to control the movement of user deposits. An investor using one of 
these platforms assumes the risk that a bug or exploit in these programs could cause 
them to lose their investment. 
Market Manipulation: Market manipulation remains a substantial problem in 
cryptocurrency, with influential people, organizations, and exchanges acting 
unethically. 
Despite these risks, cryptocurrencies have seen a major leap in prices, with the total 
market capitalization rising to over $1 trillion. 
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CONCLUSION 
Cryptocurrencies are a 
new paradigm for 
money. They promise 
to streamline existing 
financial architecture 
to make it faster and 
cheaper. In addition, 
their technology and 
architecture 
decentralize existing 
monetary systems and 
make it possible for 
transacting parties to exchange value and money independently of intermediary 
institutions such as banks. 
In the past, the SEC has said that Bitcoin and Ethereum, the top two cryptocurrencies 
by market cap, were not securities. In September 2022, SEC Chair Gary Gensler stated 
he believes cryptocurrencies are securities and has asked SEC staff to begin working 
with crypto developers to register their crypto. However, he also clarified that he did 
not speak on behalf of the SEC; he was only speaking for himself. He encouraged 
those starting in the crypto space to register their crypto in the spirit of getting ahead 
because "It's far less costly to do so from the outset." 
In conclusion, it is really inconvenient for states that cryptocurrencies, which have 
arisen through technological development in a way that avoids banks, should be 
made a global currency. 
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