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INTRODUCTION 

Delegates, the floor is open! 
 
Greetings delegates! We are glad to introduce you to the Delegate's guidebook, 
an useful tool for the MUN sessions and for the preliminary work.  
We suggest you to ready carefully each section of this document, since attending 
a MUN conference requires a certain degree of preparation. 
 
During a Model United Nations each delegate represents the positions of a 
country in a specific Committee: each Committee covers two topics related to 
the main current geopolitical and humanitarian issues.  
While representing a country the delegate should defend her/his State position 
and interests, without never forgetting the great value of compromise: the aim of 
the Committee Work is to debate and write a shared resolution for each topic, 
not to impose a country's opinion on a certain issue.  
 
We sincerely hope that OberMUN 2019 will be a chance for you to widen your 
horizons, to further learn to respect each other's opinions, to understand the 
value of diplomacy and to discover new ideas, people and cultures. 
 
The Head Organizers 
 
Benedetta Rosato 
Veronica Venier 
Pietro Cocco 
Luca Drole 
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TIMETABLE 
Friday 15/03/2019 

9:00-10:30 Registration 

10:30-13:00 Opening ceremony 

13:00-13:30 Official photos 

13:30-14:30 Lunch (Not included) 

14:30-16:30 I Session 

16:30-17:00 Coffee break 

17:00-19:00 II Session 

19:15-20:15 Aperitif (Tommaseo Cafe) 

Saturday 16/03/2019 

9:30-11:30 III Session 

11:30-12:00 Coffee break 

12:00-14:00 IV Session 

14:00-15:30 Lunch (Not included) 

15:30-17:30 V Session 
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20:30-00:30 Gala dinner (Savoia Hotel) 

Sunday 17/03/2019 

09:00-10:30 VI Session 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:30 VII Session 

12:30-13:30 Lunch (Not included) 

13:30-15:00 Closing ceremony 
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GENERAL RULES 

English is the only official language of OberMUN 2019, no other languages are allowed during the                
simulation. All debate, discussion during caucuses and written material produced including notes            
passed between delegates must be in English. 

No gum, sweets, drinks or snacks are allowed in the committee room; mints are acceptable. The use of                  
any electronic device is only allowed after asking permission to the Chairs. Cell phones may not be                 
used during session; they must be switched off and put away. Laptops are accettable if they are used                  
for writing resolutions. Breaking these rules implies a compulsory warning i.e. the Chair has no choice                
but to issue you with a warning. 

Delegates are expected to maintain a diplomatic position, this means they should not slouch, slide back                
or rock or balance on their chairs, but should sit upright with a dignified posture at all times. Delegates                   
who do not observe these rules will be reminded by the chairs to do so. 

Dress code: formal attire 

Women: Blouse and skirt (not too short) or suit shoes (not open toed no sneakers) avoid lace and                  
coloured stockings. No excessive jewellery 

Men: Suit and tie; Formal shoes and black or dark navy socks No jeans - no hats 
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THE DEBATE  

Delegates debate the MUN topics and issues: each school sends a number of delegates who 
participate in the committees together with the delegates of the hosting school. 

The main body of the MUN consists of committees dealing with various topics, made up of a 
number of delegates, each representing one Nation (or an NGO), so a given country (or 
organization) may be represented by several delegates each one serving on a different 
committee. The main goal of the debate is to come to proposals agreements or solutions 
regarding the issues discussed and to formalize them in a Resolution Paper.  

The debate is led and moderated by the Chairs, and all the participating delegates must 
adhere to a strict protocol in order to maintain the discussion flow, maintain a diplomatic and 
respectful behaviour and allow each delegate to speak and state their position. 

The debate is composed by 3 different parts: 

● Speakers list (formal debate) : The Chair asks all delegates wishing to make a speech 
to raise their placards to be added to the speakers list. The Chair will then choose the 
order of delegates to be placed on the speakers list. A country may only appear on the 
speakers list once. After a country has spoken, it may be added to the speakers list 
again by sending a note to the Chair. A motion may be tabled to set a specific speaking 
time; if no such motions is tabled default time is 60 seconds. In formal debate all rules 
of procedure are enforced. 

● Moderated caucus : A moderated caucus is a formal informal debate. Once a motion 
for a moderated caucus has passed and a specific length of time has been established, 
the Chairs calls the delegated that raise their placards to address the committee in turn 
(there is no formal time limit for speakers in a moderated caucus, however the 
moderator will invite speakers to be brief if they speak for too long). 

● Simple caucus : An unmoderated caucus is an informal informal discussion. The rules 
of procedure are suspended. During this time delegates can meet informally with each 
other and the committee staff to discuss draft resolutions and other issues. 

 

 

 

8 



 
 

DELEGATES 

Model UN rules of procedure are a simplified version of the rules that the actual General 
Assembly and Security Council use. Although they may seem awkward at times, they are 
designed to facilitate orderly debate and are quite easy to use. 

The basic principle of parliamentary procedure is that only one person speaks at a time, this is 
why a delegation can speak only after being recognized by the presiding officer and why it is 
important for delegates to yield at the end of their speeches. 

There are three major components in parliamentary procedure: 

Points allow delegates:  

● to suggest that rules have been misused; 
● to ask questions about the rules or the work that the committee is doing;  
● to ask questions of other delegates who are giving formal speeches (and who have 

indicated that they will answer questions). 

Motions guide the work of the committee, they allow the group  

● to make substantive (subject-matter) decisions on which agenda item to discuss;  
● to introduce draft resolutions and amendments;  
● to decide when to hold a final vote, among others;  
● to structure the procedural work of the committee, setting speaking times, opening 

speaker’s lists and moving into moderated and unmoderated caucuses, for example. 
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FLOW OF DEBATE 

In order to guarantee each delegate's right to give voice to their opinions the Sessions follows a 
specific protocol, that each Committee member is required to respect. 
 
Asking to use any electronic devices (at anytime): 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Point of personal privilege.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To be able to use my laptop/tablet.” 
Moderator: “You may(/may not).” 
Adjourning the debate (for a break, for example): 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion to adjourn the debate.” 
Moderator: “Established. (The delegate can sit now) Votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed. The debate has been adjourned until the next session.” 
 
FIRST SESSION 
President: Does his/hers opening speech, opens the floor without the delegates voting and yields the 
floor to the moderator: “The session will be now moderated by ... .” 
Moderator: “We will now proceed to a roll call.” Calls each delegate in alphabetical order 
Delegates: Stand up one by one “Present.”/“Present and voting”. Then they sit down. 
Moderator: “Delegates, the floor is open. Is there any motion on the floor?” 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion to set the agenda.” Sits down 
Moderator: “We shall proceed to vote on this motion. Votes in favour (Raises their placards who's in 
favour) [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed, we shall proceed to select the 
first topic. Is there any delegate who would like to speak in favour of topic A?” 
Delegates: Raise their placards (those who want to speak) 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... (and ...), you are added to the provisional speakers’ list for topic A. Are 
there any delegates who would like to speak in favour of topic B?” 
Delegates: Raise their placards (those who want to speak) 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... (and ...), you are added to the provisional speakers’ list for topic B. 
Delegation of *those who wanted to talk in favour of topic A*, the floor is yours; you have one minute 
to speak in favour of topic A.” 
Delegate: Speaks in favour of topic A and then says: “I yield my time to the Chair.” 
(Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Delegation of *the other delegates who want to speak in favour of 
topic A*, the floor is yours; you have one minute.” 
Delegate: Speaks in favour of topic A as well and then say: “I yield my time to the Chair.”) 
Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Delegation of *the first/only delegate who want to talk in favour of 
topic B*, the floor is yours; you have one minute to speak in favour of topic B.” 
Delegate: Speaks in favour of topic B and then say: “I yield my time to the Chair.” 
Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Delegates, the provisional speakers’ lists are empty, we shall 
proceed to vote on the topic. Raise your placards now to vote for topic A [...]; thank you, and now for 
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topic B [...]. Topic ... has been chosen. Ushers will now pass by and collect your position paper so that 
the Chair to correct it. Delegates, the floor is open. Is there any motion on the floor?” 
 
SPEAKERS’ LIST 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open the speakers’ list.” Then s/s/he sits down 
Moderator: “We shall proceed to vote on this motion. Votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. 
The motion has(/hasn’t) passed, the speakers’ list is open. * Delegates, the floor is open, is there any 
motion on the floor?” 
 
* The standard time for every speech during the speakers’ list is 60 seconds. More time can be 
requested: 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion to set the time for the speakers’ list to ... minutes (and ... seconds).” 
Moderator: Consults the president who decides if it is okay or not. If it is not okay the president stands 
up and says: “I am sorry, delegate, that will not be possible at this time.” (the delegate sits down); 
otherwise: “Very well, delegate. (the delegate sits down). Delegates, you must now vote on this motion. 
Votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed, the speakers’ list time 
is set to... .” 
*To be added to the speakers’ list: 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ....” Delegate: Stands up “Point of personal privilege.” 
 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To be added to the speakers’ list.” 
Moderator: “You are now on the speakers’ list, would any other delegate like to be added to the 
speakers’ list?” 
Delegates: Raise their placards (the ones who want to be added to the speakers’ list) 
Moderator: Calls the names of the delegation which raised their placards 
Moderator: “Delegation of *the first on the speakers’ list*, you are now recognized to speak in front of 
the Chair for the time of one minute (or more if it has been asked to change the time for the speakers’ 
list).” 
Delegate: Stands up, goes in front of the other delegates and talks. At the end s/he/ gives his/s/her 
spare time with one of the yields: 
• if s/s/he gives his time to the Chair s/s/he says “I yield my time to the Chair” and goes back to 
her/his seat; 
• if s/he gives her/his remaining time to comments, s/he continues to stand in front of the Chair and 
listen to the comments (the delegates who would like to comment raise their placards and wait to be 
recognized by the Moderator, talk for the remaining part and then sit down); 
• if s/he gives his remaining time to questions s/he waits for the questions in front of the Chair (the 
delegates who would like to ask a question raise their placards, wait to be recognized by the 
Moderator, ask and then sit down. The delegate who has to answer has the remaining time to answer). 
Moderator: “Delegates, the floor is open, is there any motion on the floor? Since not, delegation of *the 
second one on the speakers’ list*, you are now recognized to speak in front of the Chair for the time 
of....” (And so on) * 
 
* Whether you need to ask something to the delegate who has just talked during the speakers’ list: 
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Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion for an extraordinary session of questions.” 
Moderator: “Delegates, who seconds the motion?” (At least two delegate must ask at least a question. It 
is courtesy to second the motion even if you do not need to ask anything) 
Delegates: Raise their placards (who want to second the motion) 
Moderator: “Please, delegate, re-establish.” 
Delegate: “Motion for an extraordinary session of ... questions.” 
Moderator: “Established.” To the delegate who has to answer the questions: “Do you accept?” 
If s/he accepts, the Moderator calls the first Delegate: “Delegate who proposed the motion” and the 
other delegates). 
(If you have seconded the motion but you do not have any question, you should say: “Thank you, my 
question has already been answered.”) 
 
Delegate (who is not on the speakers' list but would like to be added): Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Point of personal privilege.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To be added to the speakers’ list.” 
Moderator: “You are now on the speakers’ list.” 
 
*ROUND ROBIN 
(This session is to ask a question to ALL the other delegates who must answer. The Moderator will call 
each delegate in alphabetical order.) 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of...” 
Delegate: “Motion of Procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “Motion for a Round Robin.” 
Moderator: “ With what speaking time?” 
Delegate: “With the speaking time of ... (30 sec/1 min).” 
Moderator: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.” 
Delegate: “Motion for a Round Robin with the speaking time of .... * ask question *” 
Moderator: Calls each delegate in alphabetical order 
 
MODERATED CAUCUS 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus.” 
Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if not: “I am sorry, delegate, that 
will not be possible at the moment”* (the Delegate sits down); otherwise: “For how long?” 
Delegate: “For ... minutes.”/“For as long as the Chair recommends.” 
Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if not: “That is too much time, the 
Chair recommends ... minutes. Please re-establish.”; otherwise: “Very well, delegate, please re- 
establish.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus for ... minutes.” 
Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to vote on this motion; votes in 
favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a moderated 
caucus. * You may raise your placards and wait to be recognized in order to take part in the debate.” 
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* To know when a moderated caucus will be in order: 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Point of parliamentary inquiry.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “When will a moderated caucus be in order?” 
Moderator: Consult the president: “Not until the next session.”/“Not at this time.”/“When the speakers’ 
list is empty.”/... 
 
* To open a moderated caucus on a topic: 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ...” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure. ” 
Moderator: ”Established.” 
Delegate: “Motion for a Moderated Caucus with a subject.” 
Moderator: “For how long?” 
Delegate: “For the time of.../ For as long as the Chair recommends.” 
Moderator: “With what subject?” 
Delegate: “...” 
Moderator: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus for ... minutes on ...” 
Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to vote on this motion; votes in 
favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a moderated 
caucus. * You may Raises your placards and wait to be recognized in order to take part in the debate.” 
 
* If the motion has not passed: 
Moderator: “We shall continue with the speakers’ list.” / “Delegates, the floor is open, is there any 
motion on the floor?” 
 
During the moderated caucus raise your placard in order to be recognized by the Chair. when the 
moderator calls you, stand up, talk and then sit down. 
[Moderator: (If no one is talking) “Delegates, please participate.”] 
Moderator: When the time for the moderated caucus is over. “Delegates, the time for the moderated 
caucus is over. The floor is open, is there any motion on the floor? ; Since not, delegation of *the first*, 
you are recognized to speak in front of the Chair for ....” 
* To extend the time of the moderated caucus: 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “Motion to extend the time of the speakers’ list.” 
Moderator: “For how long?” 
Delegate: “For ... minutes.”/“For as long as the Chair recommends.” 
Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if not: “That is too long, the Chair 
recommends ... minutes. Please re-establish.”; otherwise: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open a moderated caucus for ... minutes.” 
Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to vote on this motion; votes in 
favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a moderated 
caucus. You may raise your placards and wait to be recognized in order to take part in the debate.” 
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SIMPLE CAUCUS 
Delegate (who wants to talk directly to the other delegates or to start writing down the resolution 
paper): 
Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open a simple caucus.” 
Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if not: “I am sorry, delegate, that 
will not be possible at the moment”* (The delegate sits down); otherwise: “For how long?” 
 
Delegate: “For ... minutes.”/“For as long as the Chair recommends.” 
Moderator: Consult the president to know whether it is okay or not; if not: “That is too long, the Chair 
recommends ... minutes. Please re-establish.”; otherwise: “Very well, delegate, please re-establish.” 
Delegate: “Motion to open a simple caucus for ... minutes.” 
Moderator: “Established. (The delegate sits down) We shall proceed to vote on this motion; votes in 
favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed; we are now in a simple 
caucus. You may stand up and walk around the room; please keep in mind that all conversation must 
be in English.” 
During the simple caucus you can stand up and talk directly to the other delegates. It is a good 
moment to start writing down the resolution paper. 
Moderator: (When the time for the simple caucus is over). “Delegates, please return to your seats. 
Delegates, the floor is open, is there any motion on the floor?” 
* To know when a simple caucus will be in order the same procedure as the moderated caucus must be 
used. 
Delegate: Raises placard 
Moderator: “Delegation of ... .” 
Delegate: Stands up “Point of parliamentary inquiry.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “When will a simple caucus be in order?” 
Moderator: Consult the president: “Not until the next session.”/“Not at this time.”/“When the speakers’ 
list is empty.”/... 
* If the motion has not passed, the procedure is the same as the moderated caucus. 
* To extend the time for the simple caucus the procedure is the same as the moderated caucus. 
 
RESOLUTION 
[The resolution has to include a brief preamble on the topic and the delegates' final proposals. It has to 
include the list of the signatory delegations, the ones who assume the role of guarantors of the 
proposals: they are usually the delegates who have participated the most in the debate. The resolution 
paper will be handed in to the Chair who will correct it. ] 
Delegate: “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To present the draft resolution to the Chair.” 
Moderator: “Established. An usher will now come and collect it.” 
 
[ The Chair reads the resolution paper meanwhile the speakers' list is open. When the Chair approves 
it, 
the signatory delegates are called to read it. After that, it will be voted. ] 
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If the resolution paper is not okay to all the delegates: 
Delegate: Raises placard “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To introduce a draft resolution.” 
Moderator: “Votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed.” 
•if it passes: “The discussion shall proceed through the speakers’ list. Delegates, the floor is open, is 
there any motion on the floor?” and the discussion goes on ; 
• if it doesn't pass: “The motion hasn’t passed, the Chair recommends that the delegates cast their 
votes on the resolution as it is, as soon as the Chair has examined it.” 
To introduce an amendment (thus adding a point to the resolution paper): 
Delegate: Raises placard “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To introduce an amendment.” * 
Moderator: “Established. Please present your amendment.” 
Delegate: Say what s/he wants to change/add 
Moderator: “Thank you, delegate. Votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion 
has(/hasn’t) passed.” 
• if it passes: speaker' list about the new amendment. Then vote on the amendment. 
• if it doesn't pass: “The Chair recommends that the delegates cast their votes on the resolution as it is, 
as soon as the Chair has examined it.” 
In case a debate on the amendments or on the resolution is going nowhere, it is possible to ask to close 
the debate and vote directly: 
Delegate: Raises placard “Motion of procedure.” 
Moderator: “Established.” 
Delegate: “To close the debate on the amendment/resolution.” 
Moderator: “Votes in favour [...], against [...], abstentions [...]. The motion has(/hasn’t) passed.” 
Roll call vote 
Moderator: “We have approved the resolution, we shall now proceed to a roll call vote.” Then s/he 
calls each delegate in alphabetical order, they stand up and vote on the resolution(‘In 
favour’/‘Against’/‘Abstention’). This procedure can be carried out 3 times in total. The resolution 
passes if at least 2/3 of the delegates are in favour. If the resolution has passed: “The resolution has 
passed, we have concluded the discussion on topic A/B, we shall now proceed to the discussion of 
topic B/A. 
(Delegates, the floor is open, is there any motion on the floor?)” 
In the DISC case, 5 members (USA, UK, France, PRC, RF) have veto power: if one of them vetoes the 
resolution, the latter will not pass. 
If the resolution doesn't pass: “The resolution has not passed, we shall now proceed to....” 
 
RE-OPENING OF THE DEBATE AFTER THE FIRST SESSION 
President: “Delegates, the session is now open and will be moderated by myself/Deputy-President .... 
We shall now proceed with the discussion on topic A/B 
Moderator: “Delegates, the floor is open, is there any motion on the floor? Since not, delegation of *the 
first one left on the speakers' list*, you are now recognized to speak in front of the Chair for the time 
of... .” 
 
N.B. 
When one of the Head Organizers or one of the General Coordinators enters the room, everyone must 
stand up until they say that you can sit down. 
Moderator: “Delegates, please stand up for our Head Organizers/General Coordinators.” 
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THE POSITION PAPERS 

 
The delegates are required to adequately prepare for the simulations in order to be as competent as 
possible in their role: the Position Paper is a document that illustrates a country's general features and 
it's position on the topics presented. Having a good Position Paper will allow you to properly reply to 
the questions of the other delegates and to better defend your position. 
 
A Position paper is an essay detailing country's policies on the topics being discussed in the                
committee. Writing a position paper will help the delegates organize their ideas so that they can share                 
their country's position with the rest of the committee. 

Position papers are usually one to three pages in length. A position paper should include a brief                 
introduction followed by a comprehensive breakdown of a country's position on the topics that are               
being discussed by the committee. A good position paper will not only provide facts but also make                 
proposals for resolutions. 

A good position paper will include: 

● A brief introduction to the country and its history concerning the topic and committee;  
● how the issue affects the country 
● the country's policies with respect to the issue and the country's justification for these policies; 
● quotes from the country's leaders about the issue; 
● statistics to back up the country's position on the issue; 
● actions taken by the government with regard to the issue; conventions and resolutions that the               

country has signed or ratified; UN actions that the country supported or opposed; 
● what the country believes should be done to address the issue; what the country would like to                 

accomplish in the committee's resolution; 
● how the positions of other countries affect the country's position. 

Each delegate has to consign his/her position papers to the chairs as the first session starts. 
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 COMMISSIONS 

DISC: 

● Australia 

● Canda 

● Congo 

● Denmark 

● Philippines 

● France 

● Germany 

● Ghana 

● India 

● Japan 

● Kuwait 

● Mexico 

● People’s Republic Of China 

● Russian Federation 

● South Korea 

● Sweden 

● United Kingdom 

● United States Of America 

● Vietnam  

 

UNHRC:  

● Afghanistan 

● Australia 

● Canada 

● Chile 

● France 

● Germany 

● Greece 

● Guyana 

● India 

● Ireland 

● Italy 

● Netherlands 

● People’s Republic Of China 

● Russian Federation 

● Saudi Arabia 

● Spain 

● Sweden 

● Turkey 

● United Arab Emirates 

● United Kingdom 

● United States of America 

IMO:  

● Australia 

● Brazil 

● India 

● Indonesia 

● Italy 

● Japan 

● Mexico 

● Netherlands 

● Nicaragua 

● People’s Republic of China 

● Philippines 

● Russian Federation 

● Singapore 

● Somalia 

● United Kingdom 

● United States of America 

● Venezuela 

 

WHO: 

● Brazil 

● Canada 

● France 

● Ghana 

● Haiti 

● India 

● Iran 

● Ireland 

● Italy 

● Marocco 

● Russian Federation 

● South Africa 

● Spain 

● Sweden 

● Thailand 

● United Kingdom 

● United States of America 
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UNESCO: 

● Canada 

● Egypt 

● Ethiopia 

● Germany 

● Greece 

● India 

● Iran 

● Italy 

● Mexico 

● Nepal 

● People’s Republic of China 

● Romania 

● Russian Federation 

● Somalia 

● Spain 

● Sudan 

● Ucraina 

● United Kingdom 

● United States of America 

 

 

 

UNEP: 

● Australia 

● Brazil 

● Colombia 

● Democratic People’s republic of Korea 

● Egypt 

● France 

● Germany 

● India 

● Israel 

● Italy 

● Japan 

● Mexico 

● Nigeria 

● People’s Republic Of China 

● Russian Federation 

● Sweden 

● United States Of America 
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DISC 

TOPIC A: COUNTERING THE THREAT OF ORGANIZED CRIME TO         

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Introduction 

Although the term “ organized crime” appears to have emerged in Chicago in 1919, the phenomenon of                
organized criminal activity far predates this coinage and its manifestations have developed            
considerably since that time. It was only recently that the world’ s nations began to collaborate on a                 
collective response to this widespread phenomena. 

What is “ organized crime” ? There are at least two competing definitions: one that focuses on particular                
groups of people, and one that focuses on particular types of crime. Both definitions have some                
validity, and neither is sufficient to completely describe the global reality. 

When most people say “ organized crime” , it is often a shorthand way of referring to groups of people,                  
usually “ the mafia ” and similar groups. Understood in this way, organized criminal activity is simply               
whatever these organized crime groups do. 

But there is another way of looking at organized crime, a vision reflected in the United Nations                 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. 

The UNODC (United Nation Office on Drugs and Crime) defines “ organized criminal group ” as (1): 

•a group of three or more persons that was not randomly formed 

•existing for a period of time 

•acting in concert with the aim of committing at least one crime punishable by at least four years                  
incarceration 

•in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit 

This definition is broad enough to include virtually all profit-motivated criminal activities with             
international implications. This terminology takes account of the global complexity of the issue and              
allows cooperation on the widest possible range of common concerns, but leaves the exact subject               
matter rather vague. The organizing principle is the invisible hand of the market, not the master                
designs of criminal organizations. Looking at the world through this broader definition, it is often the                
groups that come and go, while the market remains constant. 
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From this point of view, disrupting any particular criminal organization will not solve the problem,               
because the incentives remain in place, and other people will rise to service the market. 

The main fields of international criminal organizations  (2) 

Wildlife and forest crime is one of the largest organized criminal activities in the world today and a                  
threat to our shared sustainable development. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have an             
explicit focus on protecting the integrity of our ecosystems by targeting the environmental crimes that               
take place both on land and at sea. 

Trafficking in persons 

Human trafficking is a ruthless crime which mercilessly exploits millions of vulnerable women,             
children and men worldwide. People are robbed of their dignity and exploited by human traffickers               
who use force, fraud and deception and generate enormous illicit profits in the process. 

Smuggling of Migrants 

Smuggled migrants are particularly vulnerable to abuse and exploitation, as profit-seeking criminals            
take advantage of the large number of people willing to take risks in search of a better life. Virtually                   
every country in the world is affected by human trafficking and smuggling of migrants, either as a                 
country of origin, transit or destination. 

Illicit Manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms 

The problems associated with firearms violence covers a wide spectrum of human security: ranging              
from high levels of individual physical insecurity (domestic violence and street, gang and criminal              
violence), to large scale armed conflicts in which these arms enable widespread violence and account               
for the majority of deaths. The illicit trafficking and misuse of firearms is intrinsically linked to other                 
forms of organized crime. There are two primary markets for illicit arms – those who need weapons                 
for criminal purposes, and those who need them for political ones. 

Money-laundering 

Money-laundering, terrorist financing and illicit financial flows continue to pose a serious risk to              
global economies and human security. 

Cybercrime 

As cybercrime and cyber-attacks can undermine sustainable development, the Global programme on            
cybercrime is helping to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by strengthening national            
capacities and international cooperation against cybercrime. 
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Economic Fraud and Identity-related Crime 

All over the world, societies are increasingly reliant on identification information. Identity-related            
information about individuals is used e.g. for banking, shopping, traveling and collecting social             
assistance. The more our society becomes computerized, the more criminals are able to exploit the               
vulnerabilities of those systems to commit identity-related crimes. I 

Trafficking in cultural property 

Cultural property is part of the common heritage of humankind. It is so unique and important a                 
testimony of the evolution and identity of peoples, that the importance of protecting it has been                
stressed in several international instruments. 

Organized criminal groups are increasingly involved in trafficking in cultural property, both through             
legitimate markets, such as auctions and through the Internet, and in underground illicit markets.              
Trafficking in cultural property is also becoming an important source for the laundering of the               
proceeds of crime, and has been recently identified as a possible source of financing for terrorist                
groups. 

Maritime crime and piracy 

Maritime crime poses a serious threat to the safety of seafarers, international trade and regional               
stability. As over 90% of global trade is carried out by sea, the economic effects of maritime crime can                   
be crippling. 

Maritime crime includes not only criminal activity directed at vessels or maritime structures, but also               
the use of the high seas to perpetrate transnational organized crimes such as smuggling of persons or                 
illicit substances. These forms of maritime crime can have devastating human consequences. 

Terrorism 

Terrorism continues to represent a serious threat to the international community. Terrorist            
organizations take advantage of political instability in countries and regions, weak central            
governments and economic and social disparities. 

As an indiscriminate global scourge, terrorism affects people everywhere, irrespective of geography or             
affiliation. 

In 2017, the mandate of UNODC on terrorism prevention was reiterated and expanded through              
General Assembly Resolution 72/194, to support States to address immediate terrorism threats,            
including returning and relocating foreign terrorist fighters and the exploitation and recruitment of             
children by violent extremist and terrorist groups. The resolution also encourages gender main-             
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streaming into counter-terrorism responses, including the protection of women and girls from            
exploitation or violence perpetrated by terrorists. 

UN body ’s stance on the topic 

The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) (3)(4), adopted by            
General Assembly resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000, is the main international instrument in the               
fight against transnational organized crime. 

With 189 States Parties at present, the Convention has nearly universal adherence. 

The Convention is further supplemented by three Protocols, which target specific areas and             
manifestations of organized crime: 

● the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and             
Children;  

●  the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air;   
● the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and              

Components and Ammunition. 

Countries must become parties to the Convention itself before they can become parties to any of the                 
Protocols.  
As expressed by the General Assembly UN in the annual report of 2017, transnational organized crime                
has a negative impact on development, peace, stability and security and human rights. 

States are increasingly vulnerable to such crime and there is a growing degree of penetration of                
criminal organizations and their financial and economic resources into the formal economy. Every             
nation is affected by the problems of organized crime and have a shared responsibility to respond. 

Transnational organized crime requires a coordinated transnational response. As criminal networks           
span the globe, efforts to combat them must likewise cross borders so as to ensure that organized                 
crime networks do not simply divert their activities to countries or regions where weak cooperation               
means weak criminal justice responses. 

Some more points that could help finding a solution: 

● To make information-sharing compulsory   
● Trans-border intelligence-sharing and law enforcement cooperation   
● Since transnational organized crime is driven by market forces, countermeasures must disrupt            

those markets  
● The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the most effective anti-dote to crime   
● Governments and financial institutions should implement Article 52 of the anti-corruption           

Convention that requires Parties to know their customers, determine the beneficial owners of             
funds and prevent banking secrecy from protecting proceeds from crime.  
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● Greater vigilance is needed to keep illicit goods out of the supply chain; prevent the diversion                
of licit products into the black market; strengthen anti-corruption measures; profile suspicious            
container and air traffic; crack down on cybercrime; and exercise due diligence 

Questions: 

How is your State affected by transnational organized crime ? Which 
type of organized is the most important to fight in your State ? What is  
your State doing to fight organized crime locally and on a global scale ? Is your State part of any                    
international committees or organizations like UNTOC ? 

References:  

(1)https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/1.The-threat-transnational-organize
d- crime.pdf 

(2)http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/TOCTA_Report_2010_low_res .pdf 

(3)http://www.unodc.org/toc/en/whatsbeingdone.html 

(4) http://www.unodc.org/toc/en/facts/reports/index.html 
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TOPIC B: ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF DRONE USAGE AND         

WORKING TOWARDS PROPER REGULATIONS 

Introduction 

In aviation and in space, a drone refers to any not piloted or remotely piloted aircraft. Another term                  
for it is an “unmanned aerial vehicle”, or UAV. Essentially, a drone is a flying robot that can be remotely                    
controlled or fly autonomously through software-controlled flight plans in their embedded systems,            
working in conjunction with onboard sensors and GPS. 

Important considerations 

Until today there is no universal classification of drones. 

Many distinctions are made between UAVs in different countries but even inside the same one, they                
range from technical features, like weight and flight altitude, to whether they are removed controlled               
or they fly autonomously. (12) 
The only main distinction, globally accepted, is the usage: civilian or military. 

When talking about advantages and disadvantages of this new technology it needs to be considered               
the fact that what can be seen as positive for a country or group of people can actually be seen as                     
negative for an other one. 

Military drones 

In the recent times, UAVs were mainly associated with the military. In fact, they were initially used for                  
anti-aircraft target practice and then, more controversially, as weapons platforms. 

They started being used mainly because they cut down military engagement on the war front.               
Nowadays military drone usage has been extremely implemented and varied (2). 

Generally speaking the advantages are: 

● accuracy: drones have a greater one in the long distance consequently reducing collateral 
● operational hours: drones don't get tired the only time limit is their source of power and the                 

drones pilots or operators can be switched easily damage to infrastructure and civilians 

● spying: because of their stealth nature drones are often used for surveillance and             
reconnaissance 

● deployment: drones are easier and faster to deploy this saves huge amounts of time  
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The disadvantages are: 

● limited abilities: drones are only capable of doing what they are programmed for, they can’t               
completely replace military personnel 

● civilian losses: even though the have a good accuracy they are not perfect, causing civilian               
casualties 

● ethical decisions: for many people maneuvering a drone resembles a video-game hence            
diminishing one’s capability of making ethical decisions. Moreover, studies show that some            
drone operators cannot switch with ease between combat and civilian mode, some even have              
severe cases of PTSD 

● hacking: drones can be taken over by the enemies and if that were to happen the consequences                 
would be disastrous 

● can be shot down: drones can be shot by the enemy leaving the rest of the military vulnerable                  
to attacks 

Civilian drones 

Nowadays, civilian drones are used in a wide range of roles: from search and rescue, surveillance,                
traffic and weather monitoring, to personal drones and business drone-based photography’s as well as              
videography, agriculture and even delivery services like Amazon’s Prime Air. (6) (5)  

Generally speaking the main advantages are: 

● Promote a safer environment: with their remote monitoring capabilities a drone can report a              
potentially dangerous situation, control a potential high risk area and warn people of an              
hazardous conditions. 

● Affordable technology: cost of drones is generally low and their use can create labour saving               
(one man can be used instead of several). In addition, drones save energy and don’t pollute 

● Creates jobs: there are numerous direct and indirect employment opportunities related to            
drones industries, retails and uses 

● strong potential for future: drones can be used in a variety of situations, most still to be                 
explored 

● provides new ways to see world: they’re used by film-makers, utilized for archeological             
mapping and so on 

The disadvantages are: 

● surveillance: even though law enforcement uses UAVs to catch criminals or simply to provide              
safety monitoring, it raises huge privacy concerns to exactly what is being tracked.             
Additionally, drones can be used for targeting specific populations groups or minorities (4)             
(11) 

● misusage: unless examining equipment there is no certainty of what the drone’s user is              
actually doing with the technology. Many voluntary or involuntary accidents have occurred in             
the past, hence drones have gained a poor public reputation. For example in December 2018 a                
drone was spotted above a runway in Gatwick airport, the second largest in London, UK. The                
airport was closed for 2 days,100 flights were cancelled and this disrupted holiday travel for               
an estimated 140,000 travelers (1) 
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● environmental issues: drones can interfere with nature, posing threat not only animals but also              
to whomever or whatever is below the drone 

Regulation 

Drones as any other weapons system fall under the jurisdiction of the international humanitarian law,               
(12) even though they are never specifically mentioned. The chapter 2.4 of the Charter of the United                 
Nations states that: “All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of                 
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner                
inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.” This statement, even if not directly, includes               
also drones. Despite this, some scenarios exist in which the use of force can be lawfully carried out:                  
with the consent of the territorial state, in self-defense, or by authorization of the UN Security Council.                 
(7) 

From the civilian point of view, because drones are such a new technology; laws, procedures and                
policies are still being developed. Most governments use a patchwork of regulations. Countries publish              
guidelines on where,when and how to operate drones; if you do not follow drone-use laws, you are                 
subject to fines or imprisonment. 

In the UK, the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has published its “Dronecode": Laws             
differ greatly from country to country and sometimes it is hard to familiarize with them. (8) (10) 

The pros and cons of drones show us that there is great potential for good in this technology. There is                    
also the possibility of abuse that comes with drones. That is why we must work to develop laws and                   
expectations regarding the implementation of this technology to ensure we are all working from a               
level playing field. We must protect privacy, limit weapons development, and continue to encourage              
innovation within this industry to maximize its benefits to the fullest extent possible.(9) 

Questions 

Which regulations is your State using for military drones? And what about civilian ones ? For your                 
State are the advantages and disadvantages listed correct ? Can they be implemented? 

Why should drones have a clear set of laws surrounding them ? 

Which important points should be included in drone regulations worldwide? 

References: 

(1) https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-sussex-46741687 

(2) https://www.un.org/disarmament/publications/more/drones-study/ 

(3) https://arxiv.org/pdf/1805.00881.pdf 
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(4) https://www.sscqueens.org/sites/sscqueens.org/files/Surveillance_Drones_Report.pdf 

(5)https://botlink.com/blog/the-3-main-categories-of-drones-and-their-advantages-and-disa 
dvantages 

(6)https://internetofthingsagenda.techtarget.com/definition/drone  

(7) www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-i/index.htm 

(8) https://internetofthingsagenda.techtarget.com/definition/drone 

(9) https://vittana.org/14-vital-pros-and-cons-of-drones 

(10) https://uavcoach.com/drone-laws/ 

(11) http://nationalsecuritylawbrief.com/2013/03/27/drones-and-unintended-c 

(12)http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:E9bB1PagN1oJ:www.ibanet.o 
rg/Document/Default.aspx%3FDocumentUid%3Db0b8af88-fd20-44f8-a920-6344846451 
13+&cd=5&hl=it&ct=clnk&gl=it&client=safari 
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UNHRC 

TOPIC A: DEVELOPING A CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE LGBT (LESBIAN, GAY,          

BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER) COMMUNITY'S RIGHTS  

Introduction 

Ever since humans have been roaming planet Earth there have been same sex relationships, and               
throughout our history people have debated on whether homosexuality is a sin or if it should be                 
permitted. Currently gay marriage is legal in some countries, in a few others civil unions have been                 
legalized. Yet in the majority of countries same sex marriages are not recognized, even when               
performed in another state, and in some even just sexual relationships can be punished with the death                 
penalty. 

Transgender rights on the other hand are much more respected and in fact the majority of countries in                  
the world allow transgender people to change their name, some of these allow for hormone               
replacement therapy and for sexual reassignment surgery. Gender dysphoria has been studied by             
scientist and, according to findings by Nature presented at the European Society of Endocrinology              
meeting in 2018, the brain of a transgender is more alike their preferred gender(1). Instead when it                
comes to sexuality, currently no scientific consensus exists on how biology influences sexual             
orientation(2). 

While the science justifying gender dysphoria and sexuality may be used to ensure equality by some, it                 
may be used by others to prove that transsexuals originate from a cerebral defect and should be                 
corrected. Alas, analyzing the science behind gender and sexuality may do more harm than good.  

             

  

History of international agreements regarding the LGBT community 

1948 – The United Nations passes the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which doesn’t touch the                
topic of LGBT rights  

2003 – The Brazilian Resolution was presented to the Economic and Social Council. For the first time                 
in this resolution twenty countries expressed concern at the occurrence of violations of the human               

28 



 
 

rights of persons on the grounds of their sexual orientation.(3)Norway presented a similar statement              
in 2006.(4) 

2008 – Argentina delivers another joint statement, this time to the General Assembly, on human rights,                
sexual orientation and gender identity on behalf of 66 states(5). 

2011 – The Human Rights Council adopts the first resolution on LGBT rights(6)The resolution              
expresses grave concern and requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to commission a              
study documenting discriminatory laws, practices and acts of violence against individuals based on             
their sexual orientation and gender identity and the measures needed to address them.(7)The report              
is subsequently released and an updated in 2015(8) 

2013 – The UN launches its Free and Equal global campaign to raise awareness of homophobic and                 
transphobic violence and discrimination and to shed light on the situation of the LGBT community.(9) 

2016 – The Human Rights Council adopts a third resolution creating the United Nations Independent               
Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. This person is in charge of finding ways to                
overcome violence and discrimination and to identify and address the root causes of it.(10) 

  

UN Human Rights Council position regarding the issue, regulation, and studies 

The Human Rights Council affirms that it is unlawful to make any distinction of people’s rights based                 
on whether they are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT).(11) 

The United Nations General Assembly has called on states to ensure the protection of the right to life of                   
all persons under their jurisdiction and to investigate thoroughly all killings including those motivated              
by the victim’s sexual orientation and gender identity. 

  

With the Free and Equal campaign, the council published the most common forms of discrimination               
affecting LGBT people, which are: 

● Violent attacks: verbal and psychological abuse, physical assault, beatings, torture, targeted           
killings, exc.  

● Criminalization through laws 
●  Discriminatory treatment: in schools, workplaces, public places, exc. 
●   Restrictions of the right to freedom of speech  

The Council states that it is the legal obligation of a State to protect the rights of LGBT people and                    
published a guideline to properly safeguard these rights: 

● Enact hate crime laws to discourage violence and protect these individuals 
● Repeal laws criminalizing homosexuality  
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● Prohibit discrimination through legislation  
● Safeguard the freedom of expression of the LGBT community 

  

 

 Statement of the problem and current situation 

Even though international law prohibits the discrimination of people based on their sexual orientation              
or gender identity, in many countries these people are not allowed to exercise their rights.               
Unfortunately, the Human Rights Council cannot push the issue since it’s a sensitive subject, for               
homosexuality is a sin for some religions, such as Christianity and Islam. In deeply religious areas,                
citizens will have hostile attitudes toward LGBT people and going about reforming the law might have                
the opposite effect than the one desired. For example, in several countries, authorities noted a               
dramatic spike in homophobic and transphobic violence in the immediate aftermath of high-profile             
legislative advances aimed at better protecting the rights of LGBT people.(12) 

As of recent in 2017 President Trump tried to ban transgender people from serving in the military of                  
the United States, but his decision was overruled by the Supreme Court. Yet in 2018 he tried to ban                   
transgender troops who require surgery or significant medical treatment from serving in the             
military.(13)The United States have always been an example of Human Rights for the rest of the world,                 
so this decision might have repercussions around the globe.  

At the same time Pope Francis has publicly stated that the church should be open to the LGBT                  
community, shocking the Christian community. He also suggested that the church could accept civil              
unions and met with LGBT activists.  

  

Questions: 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights does not mention gender, should it? 

Should the United Nations extend the term LGBT to LGBTQ+ and therefore recognize all the gender                
and sexual orientations that have been documented to this day?  

Should public and medical documents include transgender as a gender? 

 

References: 

(1)https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/05/180524112351.htm 
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(6) https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/148/76/PDF/G1114876.pdf?OpenEleme
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ent 
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TOPIC B: SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE REINTEGRATION OF REFUGEES IN        

THEIR NATIVE COUNTRY 

Refugee: 

A refugee is a person who owing to a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion,                 
nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinions, is outside the country of his                
nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that                   
country. 

- United Nations Refugee Convention, Art. 1, 1951 

Repatriation: 

The personal right of a refugee, prisoner of war or a civil detainee to return to his or her country of                     
nationality under specific conditions laid down in various international instruments (Geneva           
Conventions, 1949 and Protocols, 1977, the Regulations Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on               
Land, Annexed to the Fourth Hague Convention, 1907, human rights instruments as well as customary               
international law).  

The option of repatriation is bestowed upon the individual personally and not upon the detaining               
power. In the law of international armed conflict, repatriation also entails the obligation of the               
detaining power to release eligible persons (soldiers and civilians) and the duty of the country of                
origin to receive its own nationals at the end of hostilities. Repatriation as a term also applies to                  
diplomatic envoys and international officials in time of international crisis as well as expatriates and               
migrants. 

- United Nations International Organization for Migration 

 

 

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR):  

Administrative, logistical, financial and reintegration support to rejected        
asylum seekers, victims of trafficking in human beings, stranded         
migrants, qualified nationals and other migrants unable or unwilling to          
remain in the host country who volunteer to return to their countries of             
origin.(1) 

- United Nations International Organization for Migration 
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Current situation: 

65.3 million people, or one person in 113, were displaced from their homes by conflict and persecution                 
in 2015. 

Whether these people are fleeing for the right or for the wrong reasons doesn’t matter, what does                 
matters is that every refugee must be treated fairly and          
humanely, particularly when he or she is being        
repatriated, whether by choice or by force. When thinking         
about repatriation many factors should be considered.  

Firstly, the involvement of developed countries should be        
analyzed. European Union and north American countries       
have for many decades tried to champion human rights         
around the globe. These countries frequently intervene in        
foreign affairs to help the developing world get through its          
struggles. At the same time there has been rising populist          
sentiment which has aimed much of its displeasure at         

refugees. To be able to send refugees home in a humane way, the push factors in many countries must                   
be resolved.  

Therefore secondly, push factors should be considered. Push factors are many. The ongoing civil war               
in Syria, the war on terrorism in Afghanistan and Yemen, the drug war in Mexico, the fight against                  
Boko Haram in Nigeria. Continuing medical issues, like the recent Ebola outbreak in the Democratic               
Republic of Congo or HIV in Sub Saharan Africa. Ethnic          
cleansing like that of the Rohingya people of Myanmar or          
of the Kurds of Turkey. As well as extreme poverty, human           
rights violations, repression of minorities, climate change.  

Generally, policymakers expect displaced persons to      
return to their home communities when conflict ends.        
However, conflict situations frequently undergo a      
transition without clear-cut boundaries and often re-ignite       
into open violent confrontation. Return therefore      
frequently takes place in a situation of ongoing conflict. In          
order to analyze and respond adequately to these        
situations, it is necessary to overcome the classical division between pre-, actual, and post-conflict              
situations and recognize the cyclical re-emergence of conflict.(2) 

What some consider the most important issue the treatment of every single refugee. From the moment                
the individual left his or her home country to the moment he or she returned to it.  
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Repatriation: 

Return should be understood as a complex process that involves various stages and dimensions. Upon               
their return, however, refugees do not necessarily go back to the exact same place from which they                 
have fled. Instead, they may settle in an entirely new area within their country of origin. This can                  
depend, for example, on the level of destruction of their former home, on property rights and land                 
availability. Displacement does not end with the return of displaced persons—rather it devolves into a               
process of reintegration that includes physical, legal/material safety and reconciliation.(3) 

  

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration Programs: 

AVRR Programs are run by the UN International Organization for Migration. For these programs to               
work effectively, cooperation and participation of a broad range of actors is required, including the               
migrants, civil society and the governments in both host and transit countries and countries of               
origin. Beneficiaries of IOM’s assistance include: 

●  Individuals whose application for asylum was rejected or withdrawn 
●  Stranded migrants; 
● Victims of trafficking; 
● Other vulnerable groups, including unaccompanied migrant children, or those with          

health-related needs.(4) 

AVRR programs are not hard to establish, and they are advantageous when compared to deportation.               
Yet many issues compromise the beneficiary aspects of these programs.  

The first issue concerns whether AVRR programs are really “voluntary”. The UN High Commissioner              
for Human Rights is concerned that consent is obtained from candidates under pressure or blackmail,               
and that returnees don’t have access to independent and impartial actors and hence are unable to                
make free and informed decisions. According to one report, “voluntary return is frequently offered as a                
less painful alternative to continued destitution followed by inevitable compulsory return.” 

A second issue concerns the link between incarceration and the willingness of rejected asylum seekers               
to return to their homeland. In the UK, for example, approximately 40 per cent of the people who apply                   
to participate in AVR programs do so from detention. A third issue, which was addressed by the                 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, is “to ensure that assisted voluntary return never               
jeopardizes the right of an asylum seeker to claim asylum and protection.”(5) 

 Questions: 

● What is the deportation policy of your country? 
● Does your country offer AVRR Programs? 
● How could governments cooperate to stop people from fleeing from their country of origin? 
● Why do people flee your country and/or why do people migrate to your country? 

34 



 
 

References: 

(1)https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms#Assisted-Voluntary-Return 

(2)https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/policy_paper3_flucht_e_121115.pdf 

(3)https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/policy_paper3_flucht_e_121115.pdf 

(4)https://www.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration 

(5) https://www.unhcr.org/research/evalreports/51f924209/difficult-decisions-review-unhcrs-engag
ement-assisted-voluntary-return.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

35 

https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms#Assisted-Voluntary-Return
https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/policy_paper3_flucht_e_121115.pdf
https://www.bicc.de/uploads/tx_bicctools/policy_paper3_flucht_e_121115.pdf
https://www.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration
https://www.unhcr.org/research/evalreports/51f924209/difficult-decisions-review-unhcrs-engagement-assisted-voluntary-return.html
https://www.unhcr.org/research/evalreports/51f924209/difficult-decisions-review-unhcrs-engagement-assisted-voluntary-return.html


 
 

IMO 

TOPIC A: PREVENTING PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY OF SHIPS 

Piracy 

Any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the                  
crew or the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, and directed: 

● On the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such                 
ship or aircraft; 

● Against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any State; 

Any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an aircraft with knowledge of facts                   
making it a pirate ship or aircraft;  

- United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Art. 101, 1982 

 Armed Robbery of ships 

Any illegal act of violence or detention or any act of depredation, or             
threat thereof, other than an act of piracy, committed for private ends            
and directed against a ship or against persons or property on board            
such a ship, within a State's internal waters, archipelagic waters and           
territorial sea; 

Any act of inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described            
above." 

- Code of Practice for the Investigation of the Crimes of Piracy and 
Armed Robbery Against Ships, Art. 1025 

Introduction 

Today over a million seafarers, on more than 50,000 merchant ships, transport more than 80 percent                
of global cargo trade to ports all over the world. These seamen and ships run a gauntlet of threats to                    
reach their destinations - threats such as terrorism, local conflict, and piracy. 

Understanding piracy and armed robbery of vessels is essential in reducing violence at sea.  

The root cause of piracy is always related to conflict, political insecurity and the economic situation on                 
land. For the most part, patterns in piracy are reoccurring, often dating back decades or even                
centuries. 
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In 2017 there was a slight reduction in incidents of piracy and robbery of vessels worldwide. This was                  
reflected in most regions. 

We have seen a downward trend in hijackings since 2014(1)and in 2017 there was a 22 year low in                   
incidents overall.(2) 

While the situation might be improving maritime crime is still a relevant issue.  

 International cooperation 

Regional cooperation has played a very important role in helping to solve the problem of piracy and                 
armed robbery against ships. There are many agreements that were signed by countries in close               
proximity. A few examples are: 

● The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships            
in Asia (RECAAP) 

● The Djibouti Code of Conduct (DCoC) fighting Somalia based piracy 
● The Maritime Organization of West and Central Africa (MOWCA) 
● The Memorandum of Understanding on the establishment of a sub-regional integrated Coast            

Guard Function Network in West and Central Africa 
● the Code of Conduct concerning the repression of piracy, armed robbery against ships, and              

illicit maritime activity in west and central Africa(3) 

       

Suggested solutions 

In formulating an effective strategy to repress the surge in unlawful acts against the safety of maritime                 
navigation it is vital to keep in mind that the immediate threats offshore have roots ashore. Therefore,                 
any strategy to deal with the problem effectively must be aimed at tackling both ends simultaneously. 

 When taking the problem offshore: 

● Coastal states must first recognize that it is the primary responsibility of each coastal state, not                
the international community, to secure its internal waters and port facilities as well as              
individual territorial waters. 

● States should adopt a zero-tolerance policy to all forms of offshore bunkering activities.             
Offshore bunkering activities often entail a lot of underhand dealings, which is a potential              
ground for organized crime and other illegal activities, including rivalry among criminal gangs,             
some of which ultimately lead to attacks on vessels.  
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● States need to adopt firm and aggressive anti-smuggling measures with zero tolerance for such              
activities. The clandestine nature of smuggling means that these ships are left without security              
protection, thereby creating the propensity for criminal activities which leads to attacks on             
vessels. Thus, any initiative to suppress piracy and armed robbery at sea will not achieve any                
meaningful result without curbing the high rate of smuggling in the first instance.  

● Coastal states need to give priority to removal of shipwrecks from their waters and to have                
stringent measures to prevent abandonment of vessels. Abandoned vessels are not only a             
source of navigational and environmental hazards, but they also provide nests for maritime             
criminals to store arms and launch attacks on vessels.  

● Coast guard activities should be conducted with the aim to deter, detect and defeat maritime               
criminals before they are able to carry out any successful operation. The capability for the               
authorities to have virtual control of their maritime environment to deter prospective            
criminals is required. This can be achieved with fast and well equipped patrol boats that are                
able to outsmart speed boats used by criminals, with use of aircraft equipped with aerial               
surveillance. New technologies available for maritime security are: 

❖ Automatic Identification System  
❖ Long-Range Identification and Tracking  
❖ Vessel Monitoring Systems  
❖ Vessel Detection System 
❖ Vessel Tracking System 

When tackling the problem ashore: 

● States must give priority to Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) in their national security             
policies. The Maritime Domain of a coastal state is all areas and things of, on, under, relating to,                  
adjacent to, or bordering on a sea, ocean, or other navigable waterway, including all              
maritime-related activities, infrastructure, people, cargo, vessels, and other conveyances.  

● States must initiate viable welfare programs by boosting job opportunities in their coastal             
communities, to engage those who are enticed into criminal activities as a way of survival. 

● The root causes of maritime crimes in many areas are bribery and corruption coupled with               
weak governance. Such detrimental activities are perpetuated also by public servants, reason            
for which ordinary citizens have no regard for law and order or any form of constituted. There                 
is urgent need for improved governance and for existing anti-bribery and corruption laws to              
be vigorously enforced. (4) 

 

Current situation by location: 

There were recurrences of hijackings off Somalia in the first half of 2017 with four fishing dhows and a                   
bunker tanker hijacked. However, the success rate of these hijackings in terms of ransom payments               
was low due to the interception of pirate groups on land by local authorities; the implementation of                 
Best Management Practices (BMP4) by crews; as well as the successful capture of pirates by naval                
forces. 
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In 2017 there was a spike in kidnappings of crew of vessels off the Nigerian coast. Kidnapping of crew                   
off Malaysia and the Philippines by the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and associates also continued in 2017.                 
These were characterized by the brutal killing of hostages when ransom demands were not met.               
Military operations against the ASG in Sulu, Philippines, as well as trilateral maritime patrols have               
suppressed maritime kidnappings in this region. However, the threat remains. 

The occurrence of piracy is often linked to the fishing industry. Illegal, unreported and unregulated               
(IUU) fishing devastates this sector in several countries, which leads to financial strain. Unemployed              
fishermen are also often recruited into piracy. There is a high incidence of attacks on and kidnapping                 
of fishermen in areas such as Bangladesh and the Gulf of Guinea. These attacks often spill over to                  
commercial vessels. 

Naval forces and onboard security teams play a crucial role in the curbing of piracy. Piracy can be                  
offset by security measures, but in the long run, denying safe havens to pirates by building capability                 
of local security forces on land, as well as local support for these programs and the successful                 
prosecuting of pirates are essential in defeating piracy.(5) 

 Questions 

Should the definitions of Piracy and Armed Robbery be revisited? 

Is your country part of an organization to prevent piracy and armed robbery of ships, and if not, is it                    
contemplating whether to join one? 

Has your country tried to apply laws to fight these issues, and if so, have they been successful? 

 References: 

(1)http://oceansbeyondpiracy.org/reports/sop/editorials/global-piracy-armed-robbery 

(2)https://www.icc-ccs.org/index.php/1240-maritime-piracy-and-armed-robbery-reaches-22-year-lo
w-says-imb-report 

 (3)http://www.imo.org/en/ourwork/security/piracyarmedrobbery/pages/default.aspx 

(4) http://cimsec.org/legalities-gulf-guinea-maritime-crime-suggested-solutions 

 (5)http://oceansbeyondpiracy.org/reports/sop/editorials/global-piracy-armed-robbery 
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 TOPIC B: PREVENTING HYDROCARBON POLLUTION IN MARITIME ROUTES 

Introduction 

Nowadays, shipping transports about 90% of global trade and provides the           
principal mode of transport for the supply of raw materials, consumer           
goods, essential foodstuffs and energy to the global population; over the           
years IMO assumed responsibility for pollution issues and subsequently has          
adopted a wide range of measures to prevent and control pollution caused            
by ships and to mitigate the effects of any damage that may occur as a result                
of maritime operations and accidents.(1) 

In 1973, IMO adopted the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, now               
known universally as MARPOL, which stands for marine pollution, (the imagine shows the countries              
which take part in MARPOL) which has been amended by the Protocols of 1978 and 1997 and kept                  
updated with relevant amendments. The MARPOL Convention addresses pollution from ships by oil;             
by noxious liquid substances carried in bulk; harmful 

substances carried by sea in packaged form; sewage, garbage; and the prevention of air pollution from                
ships. MARPOL has greatly contributed to a significant decrease in pollution from international             
shipping and applies to 99% of the world’s merchant tonnage.(2) 

The MARPOL convention, in 1983, introduced a number of radical new concepts, such as a               
requirement for new oil tankers to be fitted with segregated ballast tanks, so as to obviate the need to                   
carry ballast water in cargo tanks. This was superseded by the requirement for oil tankers delivered                
from 1996 onwards to be fitted with a double hull.(3) 

Statement of the problem 

devastating effects. While being toxic to marine life, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), the             
components in crude oil, are very difficult to clean up, and last for years in the sediment and marine                   
environment. Marine species constantly exposed to PAHs can exhibit developmental problems,           
susceptibility to disease, and abnormal reproductive cycles.(5) 

Oil spill disasters have been one of the major concerns of the            
marine world for a long time now. They are commercial and           
environmental catastrophes. As a result of an accident        
involving ships or oil rigs, the ocean water became         
contaminated by liquid petroleum hydrocarbon, causing      
damages to the environment for decades to come. In addition          
to killing fish, marine mammals and birds, oil spills damage          
beaches and wildlife habitats, among others. When an oil         
slick reaches the beach, it also affects human settlement on          
the beaches and mangrove forests etc. In short, an oil spill           
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completely disturbs an entire ecosystem for a quite long period of time.(4) 

Most commonly associated with ship pollution are oil spills. While less frequent than the pollution that                
occurs from daily operations, oil spills have devastating effects. While being toxic to marine life,               
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), the components in crude oil, are very difficult to clean up,               
and last for years in the sediment and marine environment. Marine species constantly exposed to               
PAHs can exhibit developmental problems, susceptibility to disease, and abnormal reproductive           
cycles.(5) 

The largest marine oil spill in history: 

When the Deepwater Horizon drilling platform exploded in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010, hundreds of                
millions of oil and gas gushed from its well nearly 5000 feet below the surface. About 5 percent of it                    
wound up on the seafloor. To break down the oil faster, 700000 gallons of an industrial detergent                 
were injected to break up the oil-and made it more toxic. This whole situation killed 11 people, shut                  
down fisheries and decimated coastal and marine ecosystem, including deep water corals, found dead              
or dying.(6) 

Current situation 

Pressure is mounting on the UN's International Maritime Organization and the EU to tighten laws               
governing ship emissions following the decision by the US government to impose a strict 230-mile               
buffer zone along the entire US coast, a move that is expected to be followed by Canada. The EU plans                    
only two low-emission marine zones which should come into force in the English Channel and Baltic                
Sea after 2015. However, both are less stringent than the proposed US zone, and neither seeks to limit                  
deadly particulate emissions. Shipping emissions have escalated in the past 15 years as China has               
emerged as the world's manufacturing capital. Ship pollution affects the health of communities in              
coastal and inland regions around the world, yet pollution from ships remains one of the least                
regulated parts of our global transportation system.(7) 

Conclusions 

Can antipollution measures achieve their goal?  

We can identify some of the difficulties that make legal measures ineffective in achieving their goal,                
respectively to efficiently stop damaging the environment: 

● They are difficult to be adopted 
● Their efficiency in diminishing the pollution doesn’t match the amount of development 
● They are easily to be avoided by shipping companies 
● They can eventually try to prevent pollution incidents, but not stop pollution to occur. 

As for the companies, those who are the most profitable and therefore the most polluting companies,                
they can afford to pay the environmental costs from their profits, continuing to pollute the               
environment. If the big companies don’t want to comply with the regulations, the governments have               
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little power to enforce them, as the money from these companies is feeding the governments’ budget.                
As we know, huge oil spill disasters happened while the legal measures were in force and the penalties                  
applied simply move the money from an account to another, while the environment remains greatly               
affected.(8) 

Questions 

Which antipollution measures could be introduced to be more efficient than the current ones? And               
how can these current measures be improved by each country? 

What are governments doing to prevent any larger oil spills in their routes? 

What can governments do to make companies aware that a disaster or simple pollution caused by                
them is more improper than paying penalties? Could higher penalties be a solution? Or maybe stricter                
controls? 
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WHO 

TOPIC A:REINTEGRATING INTO SOCIETY PEOPLE WITH MENTAL ILLNESSES        

(ANXIETY DISORDER, BIPOLAR DISORDERS, EATING DISORDERS...) 

Introduction 

People with severe mental illnesses no longer spend years of their lives in             
psychiatric institutions. They may have multiple residential, vocational,        
educational and social needs and wants. A person with severe mental           
illness wants and needs more than just symptom relief. People who have a             
mental illnesses need similar opportunities and responsibilities as other         
members of the community. This is the basic human rights applicable for            
everyone.(1) 

Background 

Nowadays, mental illnesses are as relevant in low-income countries as they are in rich ones, cutting                
across age, gender and social strata. Furthermore, all predictions indicate that the future will see a                
dramatic increase in mental health problems.(2) 

Mounting evidence suggests that antecedents of adult mental disorders can be detected in children              
and adolescents. The development of policies and programs for child and adolescent mental health              
have lagged those for adult mental disorders.(3) 

Statement of the problem and current situation 

Mental disorders comprise a broad range of problems, with different symptoms. However, they are              
generally characterized by some combination of abnormal thoughts, emotions, behavior and           
relationships with others. Examples are schizophrenia, depression, intellectual disabilities and          
disorders due to drug abuse, ADHD (attention deficit hyperactivity disorder), anxiety, phobias, eating             
disorders (anorexia, bulimia...), bipolar disorders…(4) 

The National Institute of Mental Health estimates that more than 3 million adults aged 18-69 have a                 
serious mental illness. Estimates of unemployment among this group are 70-90%. Recent surveys             
report that approximately 70% of those with       
psychiatric problems rank employment as an      
important goal.(5) 

For example, if we talk about people with        
schizophrenia, 63% are impaired in their      
ability to socialize, 78% are unemployed, 50%       
attempted suicide in their lifetime, 84% are       
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single, separated, divorced or widowed, 45% live in institutions, group homes or are homeless(6).              
These statistics show that psychosis can significantly disrupt your life and isolate you from society. 

There are many treatment plans for these disorders, but they are usually not complete: they are 

focused on crisis stabilization and symptom reduction and not on the future of these people. 

Projects 

Reintegration-WHO MIND (Mental Health in Development)(7) 

In many countries the absence of community based mental health care means the only care available is                 
in psychiatric institutions which are associated with gross human rights violations including inhuman             
and degrading treatment and living conditions. Even outside the health care context, they are excluded               
from community life and denied basic rights such as shelter, food and clothing, and are discriminated                
against in the fields of employment, education and housing due to their mental disability. Many are                
denied the right to vote, marry and have children. As a consequence, many people with mental                
disabilities are living in extreme poverty which in turn, affects their ability to gain access to                
appropriate care, integrate into society and recover from their illness. 

In 2008 the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) came into force. The                 
Convention sets out a wide range of rights including, among others, civil and political rights, the right                 
to live in the community, participation and inclusion, education, health, employment and social             
protection. Its coming into force marks a major milestone in efforts to promote, protect and ensure the                 
full and equal enjoyment of all human rights of persons with disabilities.(8) 

WHO QualityRights initiative (a flagship project of WHO MIND)(9) 

WHO QualityRights is reforming mental health services and promoting the human rights of people              
with psychosocial, intellectual and cognitive disabilities around the world. 

The care available in mental health facilities around the world is not only of poor quality but in many                   
instances actually hinders recovery. It is common for people to be locked away in small, prison-like                
cells with no human contact or to be chained to their beds, unable to move. Violations are not                  
restricted to inpatient and residential facilities however; many people seeking care from outpatient             
and community care services are disempowered and also experience extensive restrictions to their             
basic human rights. 

The objectives of QualityRights are to: 

● Improve quality of care and human rights in inpatient and outpatient mental health services. 
● Create community based and recovery oriented services that respect and promote human            

rights. 
● Promote human rights, recovery, and independent living in the community. 
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● Develop a movement of people with mental disabilities to provide mutual support, conduct             
advocacy and influence policy-making processes. 

●  Reform national policies and legislation 

WHO proMIND (10) 

The WHO Mental Health in Development Country Profiles (WHO proMIND) outline some of WHO's              
mental health work in countries. Each profile documents key mental health needs and challenges              
within the country's political, economic and health context. They also describe the mental health              
services that are available in each country in the context of the overall health services and system.                 
Additionally, they include a summary of the major milestones and progress made in mental health. 

WHO also believes that: 

● most of mental illnesses begin in a young age, so there are projects which focus on this aspect,                  
such asThe Child and Adolescent Mental Health Atlas(11) 

● a good way to help people with mental illness is the workplace, because all of us have the right                   
to decent and productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human             
dignity(12) 

WHO’s 2013-2020 mental health plan has 4 major points: 

● strengthen effective leadership and governance for mental health 
● provide comprehensive, integrated and responsive mental health and social care services in            

community-based settings 
● implement strategies for promotion and prevention in mental health 
● strengthen information systems, evidence and research for mental health.(13) 

Questions 

What other measures could be introduced to guarantee these people equal opportunities and human              
rights? 

Are the governments active and aware of the current situation in their countries? Can anything be                
previously done? 

References: 
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TOPIC B: PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF STD (SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED         

DISEASES) 

Introduction 

Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) are infections transmitted from an infected person to an             
uninfected person through sexual contact. STDs can be caused by bacteria, viruses, or parasites.              
Examples include gonorrhea, genital herpes, human papillomavirus infection, HIV/AIDS, chlamydia,          
and syphilis.(1)Sexually transmitted infections (STIs) have a profound impact on sexual and            
reproductive health worldwide, and continue to cause a major burden of disease.(2) 

What is STD (or STI-sexually transmitted infections) control? 

STI control is a public health outcome, measured as reduced incidence and prevalence, achieved by               
implementing strategies composed of multiple synergistic interventions. In the literature, the term            
“STI control” is frequently used interchangeably with “STI treatment”, yet these are quite different              
things. Control of any communicable disease is a public health outcome, measured as reduced              
prevalence (total infections) or incidence (new infections) in a population. Treatment is a biomedical              
intervention that, unless part of a broader control strategy, usually does not result in lower               
transmission rates or disease burden. (3) 

Background 

The science and methods of STI control build on several centuries’ experience backed by evidence of                
progressively declining incidence and prevalence, particularly in developed countries. Over the past            
three decades, these methods have been adapted and are proving valid in some less-developed              
countries with limited resources. They have also been adapted to better address chronic viral STIs               
such as herpes simplex virus type 2 and HIV. In many countries, however, such proven control                
methods have not been implemented consistently or at sufficient scale to have public health impact. (4) 

What are the main points that should be taken into consideration? 

Historical experience argues for coordinated effort in five main areas:  

● appropriate epidemiologic targeting;  
● primary prevention and access to means of prevention;  
● provision of effective clinical services to shorten the duration of infectivity;  
● an “enabling environment” for prevention;  
● reliable data to guide decision-making.  

Clinical interventions can be broadly categorized as STI management approaches for symptomatic            
patients, screening for asymptomatic infections and partner strategies. All should be supported by             
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appropriate efforts to educate, counsel and provide the means, such as condoms, to prevent              
infection.(5) 

Statistics 

Global estimates, published in the journal PLOS ONE today, show that an estimated 357 million new                
infections occur every year with one of 4 STIs: chlamydia, gonorrhoea, syphilis and trichomoniasis. 

Taken together with previous estimates of herpes simplex virus and human papillomavirus (HPV)             
infections, other important STIs, the data suggest that more than 1 million sexually transmitted              
infections are acquired every day. A large proportion of new STIs occur amongst adolescents and               
young adults who may not be aware that they are infected – which can have a negative impact upon                   
their future sexual and reproductive health.Several STIs can also be transmitted from mother to child               
during pregnancy and childbirth. Syphilis in pregnancy leads to approximately 305 000 fetal and              
neonatal deaths every year and leaves 215 000 infants at increased risk of dying from prematurity,                
low- birth-weight or congenital disease. HPV infection causes over 500 000 cases of cervical cancer               
and over 250 000 cervical cancer deaths each year.(6) 

Responses 

Recently, more organizations are taking part in the big plan of Prevention (and Treatment) of STDs. To                 
mention one, ONU has introduced in 1988 the World AIDS Day (1st december), which has been the                 
first health day worldwide and its aim is to raise awareness about the AIDS pandemic caused by the                  
spread of HIV infection and to remember those who have died of the disease. 

The red ribbon is the global symbol for solidarity with HIV-positive people and those living with AIDS. 

Global strategy(7) 

WHO is developing three global health sector strategies for HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually              
transmitted infections to cover 2016-2021, which will be finalised for consideration by the 69th World               
Health Assembly in 2016. These Global Health Sector Strategies will be aimed at all countries across                
the world, and will have a particular focus on adolescents and key populations. The strategies will also                 
highlight the importance of investment in research and innovation. 

Advancing STI control and prevention through new innovations for STI testing technology: Integrated             
Point-Of-Care Testing (POCT)(8). 

The goal is to support and facilitate universal access to high-quality testing of sexually transmitted               
infections (STIs) through the development and implementation of appropriate, low-cost point-of-care           
tests to detect STIs (STI POCTs). One of the major barriers to advancing STI control and prevention is                  
the unavailability of reliable, low-cost STI POCTs. These tests, including self-tests purchased over-the-             
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counter or online, in addition to providing a definitive diagnosis and appropriate treatment in a single                
visit, offer potential for improved STI surveillance, facilitating effective STI control. 

Critical next steps for STI vaccine development(9) 

STI vaccines are a major priority for sustainable global STI control. In 2014, WHO RHR and global                 
partners published a global roadmap outlining the critical next steps to accelerate STI vaccine              
development. The roadmap outlines the crucial need for better data on the burden of STIs to define the                  
need for STI vaccines, consensus on the required characteristics of STI vaccines to address the public                
health need, especially in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), public health business cases to              
guide investment in STI vaccine development, and an organizational structure to implement the             
roadmap and facilitate STI vaccine development. WHO and partners are undertaking several key             
activities to advance the STI vaccine roadmap. 

Life-saving prevention measures 

The promotion of healthier sexual behaviours, including increasing condom use and sexual health             
education for adolescents, is critical for STI prevention. Improving access to testing and treatment is               
also a crucial part of the response to STIs, for example, ensuring all pregnant women are tested and                  
treated for syphilis. However, much more needs to be done – particularly in areas where people do not                  
have access to testing, treatment and care services. A safe   
and effective vaccine against HPV can prevent this infection and its devastating consequences.             
Increased investment in research and development for new STI vaccines is key to halting the spread of                 
other STIs, such as genital herpes, gonorrhoea, chlamydia, syphilis, and trichomoniasis. 

Better data 

The collection of better data and improved national surveillance systems are needed to strengthen              
future estimates and inform policy and prevention methods – crucial for stopping the spread of STIs.                
For example, in partnership with WHO and its regional offices, the Gonococcal Antimicrobial             
Surveillance Programme (GASP) has documented the emergence and spread of antimicrobial           
resistance to gonorrhoea since 1992, providing evidence to national, regional and global treatment             
guidelines 

Questions 

In which areas could be prevention be intensified? (Internet, schools, television...) 

And what can be done in those countries where technology isn’t as developed as in modern countries? 

What can be done to extend treatments to all countries and also to make them more accessible? 

References: 
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UNESCO 

TOPIC A:THE SAFEGUARDING OF ENDANGERED LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS 

Introduction 

“Languages are vehicles of our cultures, collective       
memory and values. They are an essential component        
of our identities, and a building block of our diversity          
and living heritage.”(1) 

“When humanity loses a language, we also lose the         
potential for greater diversity in art, music, literature,        
and oral traditions,” says Bogre Udell. 

UNESCO believes that 

● languages should be preserved because cultural diversity is important  
● languages reflect past experiences, they contribute to human knowledge, they are amazingly            

rich and diverse products of the human mind, 
● they are tools for socializing and for expressing and transmitting social and cultural   practices, 
●  lastly languages attribute and confirm identity and are precious to their speakers.(2) 

History and background 

Two phenomenons - Nationalism and Colonialism - have accelerated the extinction of languages. 

Colonizers imposed their own languages on the inhabitants of conquered territories, however not             
every citizen mastered the official language. This led to native languages being associated with              
negative concepts such as poverty and illiteracy while the imposed language was related to social and                
economic progress and modernity.(3) 

The effect of globalization on endangered languages has the power to save or extinguish these               
languages. At the moment the former is the trend. In fact, languages are now falling out of use at a rate                     
of about one every two weeks. Some endangered languages vanish in an instant, at the death of the                  
sole surviving speaker. Others are lost gradually in bilingual cultures, as indigenous tongues are              
overwhelmed by the dominant language at school, in the marketplace and on television. 

The “hot spots” of imminent language extinctions are: Northern Australia, Central South America,             
Eastern Siberia, and in North America the upper Pacific coastal zone, Oklahoma and the Southwest. All                
of the areas are occupied by aboriginal people        
speaking diverse languages, but in decreasing      
numbers.(4) 

51 



 
 

Yet modern globalization can also bring about trends which are positive for minority languages. It can                
reveal the fact there are endangered languages all round the world, and so give their speakers a motive                  
to contact one another, and build solidarity networks.(5) 

Statement of the problem and current situation 

Currently the Atlas of Endangered Languages has statistics which were mostly recorded between 1999              
and 2000. Since the Atlas is the main tool used by the UN to calculate the situation of spoken                   
languages, having outdated statistics doesn’t allow to grasp the entire situation. 

Every two weeks a language dies with its last speaker, 50 to 90 percent of them are predicted to                   
disappear by the next century.(6) 

Moreover, 2000 of the 7000 official languages spoken around the world have only 1000 speakers or                
fewer. 

National Geographic, between 2007 and 2013,      
attempted to save endangered languages, through      
the Enduring Voices Project, by documenting these       
languages in order to prevent their complete       
extinction. Upon invitation, the project assisted      
indigenous communities in keeping their language      
alive by documenting or recording it, using various        
techniques, and transmitting it to the younger       

generations.(7) 

Google Translate allows its users to select from 103 languages; however, it hasn’t been able to include                 
several major ones, many of which spoken by millions of people, even worldwide. An example is                
Cantonese, spoken by 60 million people! 

History of international agreements regarding endangered languages 

 Declaration of Vienna of the World Conference on Human Rights(1993) affirming the 

● right for “persons belonging to minorities to use their own language” 
● the call of the General Assembly for more attention to multilingualism (1999) 
● Resolution 56/262 (Part II) of the General Assembly of the United Nations focusing on the               

preservation and protection of languages 
● Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations at its fifty-eight session (2003), on               

measures to protect, promote and preserve all languages 

Block Positions 

The preservation of languages and dialects has attracted considerable political support. 
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In the USA several Acts,like the Native American Acts of 1990 and 1992, ensure that it is policy of the                    
government to support the preservation and revitalization of Native American languages and the             
community programs which ensure their transmission. 

The Russian President, Vladimir Putin has repeatedly pledged support for NGOs working in the field of                
multinational cooperation, preservation and protection of culture,traditions and languages if the           
peoples of Russia. However, it can be observed that authorial politicians,particularly in Africa, have              
used the fostering of local languages for strengthening their regimes. 

Questions 

How to make sure that native languages in ex-colonies are respected and appreciated? 

What are the most effective methods of language preservation? Are any of them underfunded? Which               
ones? 

Should states be required to cultivate local languages even if that may be detrimental to their                
sovereignty or integrity? 

References: 

(1)http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001924/192416e.pdf 

2 http://lingsib.iea.ras.ru/en/articles/smeets.shtml 

(3)https://books.google.it/books?id=0XZRauYgO6AC&pg=PA25&hl=it&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=o
nepa ge&q&f=false 

(4)https://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/18/world/18cnd-language.html 

(5)http://archive.unu.edu/globalization/2008/files/UNU-UNESCO_Ostler.pdf 

(6)https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/04/saving-dying-disappearing-languages-wikitongue
s-culture/ 

(7) https://www.nationalgeographic.org/archive/projects/enduring-voices/about/ 
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TOPIC B: OVERCOMING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION: SCHOOLING CHILDREN IN         

CONFLICT ZONES 

Introduction 

A child is a child. Every single child should have a right to education. Education itself is the key to                    
achieving peace and prosperity in tomorrow’s world. This is a vital issue across the globe, especially                
with regards to schooling children in conflict zones. It is crucial that we work together to come up with                   
solutions and provide learning opportunities for these children, who have endured so much, having              
seen their homes and society threatened or destroyed and future prospects endangered. 

Because these children cannot just look back upon the suffering they have gone through, they must  be                 
given the possibility to embrace a brighter future, knowing that they can make a difference for                
themselves, their families, and communities back home. 

Education is then a top priority. 

The Consequences on Education of Ongoing Conflicts Today 

Currently, around the world, many conflicts are tragically involving civilians therefore implying the             
urgent need to protect as well as promote education for children. These conflicts are also causing a                 
major humanitarian crisis with the displacement of refugees in neighbouring areas. They are severely              
impacting countries, directly or indirectly, like Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Somalia with its Civil War,              
the many conflicts in Nigeria, South Sudan, Mali, Uganda, DR Congo, Jordan, Iraq and many more. In all                  
of these affected areas, and especially in the war zones, the situation regarding education is dramatic,                
with education systems on the brink of collapse. Moreover, whoever can make it to school, might find                 
themselves in classes of 70 students, oftentimes taught by unqualified teachers, while girls have less               
than half the attendance of boys. 

In Yemen alone more than 1,200 schools have been damaged or used as military shelters by armed                 
coalitions. While Uganda has hosted 1.5      
million refugees this past year, 1 million of        
which are from Sudan which has been       
ravaged by war, economic collapse, and      
famine. Schools in the Democratic Republic      
of Congo have been attacked, destroyed, or       
taken over by the military, while students       
have been recruited by armed groups. This       
violent conflict, lack of access to health care,        
and safe drinking water has been topped off        
by ebola breakouts, of which children are       
always the first casualties. 
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Main Problems and Current Situation 

As stated by UNESCO, half of all out-of-school children, around 28.5 million, live in conflict-affected               
countries. In general, getting a solid education can help these children thread their way out of poverty                 
and can give them a chance to improve their living conditions and those of their families, besides being                  
crucial in allowing them to acquire useful skills and knowledge in order to gain access to good jobs and                   
therefore a steady income and economic growth. Furthermore, a single child has the potential to               
spread her/his learning to their own community back home and therefore can enrich their society and                
the lives of many others. 

During times in which children must cope with the conflicts surrounding them, such as those who have                 
no choice but to live in war zones, going to school is a privilege they recognize and highly value.                   
Immersing themselves in their studies provides these children with momentary relief as well as a               
diversion from their everyday struggles. Moreover school brings together children, allowing them to             
build friendships and bond with each other through socialization and the sharing of common              
experiences. 

One of Nelson Mandela’s most famous quotes is: “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use                 
to change the world.” Unfortunately, despite its importance, education is often the first to be               
suspended and the last to be resumed when a country has other “priorities”, considered more               
essential. For instance, “ An entire generation of children in Yemen faces a bleak future because of                
limited or no access to education," said Meritxell Relaño, UNICEF representative in Yemen. The lack of                
support or funding attributed to educational services will have devastating repercussions on the             
future Yemeni society and that of other countries in a similar situation. 

Solutions/Achievements & UNESCO’s Position: 

In times of crisis or emergency less than 2% of humanitarian aid is destined for education. Perhaps if                  
more effort were put into educating youth, there could be fewer conflicts around the world today. In                 
any case, to address this challenge, both private and public organizations are at work at both national                 
and international levels to come up with solutions in order to provide with educational support as                
many children in need as possible. UNICEF has        
already managed to reach 45% of children in        
emergencies. 

Another concrete example of this is Education Cannot        
Wait, launched in May 2016, which is actually the         
world’s first fund fully dedicated to satisfying the        
educational needs of crisis-affected children, such as       
those in areas of conflict. Their goal is to reach all           
children in need by 2030. 

UNESCO believes that education is a mandatory       
human right for everyone, throughout life, and that        
quality education must be equally accessible to all. It is responsible for leading the Global Education                
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2030 Agenda through the Sustainable Development Goal 4 which encompasses 7 outcome targets and              
3 means of implementation. 

UNESCO works tirelessly to reach educational development from pre-school to higher education,            
working towards attaining global citizenship, sustainable development, human rights, gender equality,           
health, and skill development. 

 

In fact, there is growing demand for opportunities for the youth that must somehow make it into                 
adulthood despite being hindered by the dangerous situations they live in. Different aims of schooling               
disadvantaged children in conflict zones include: 

● Access to safe and welcoming schools or learning places and adaptable content that ranges              
despite differences in difficulty, ages, cultures and languages among students but is            
nonetheless high-quality 

● Internationally recognized certifications or standards 
● Learning methods that can be effective despite challenging availability of educational materials            

due to the inaccessibility of conflict zones 
● Sufficient payment of teachers 

All of this clearly requires accurate financing, careful planning, honest and sincere political will, and in                
particular a great commitment from all parties involved. 

Refernces: 

http://www.educationcannotwait.org/ 

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-half-all-out-school-children-live-conflict-affected-countries 

https://www.unicef.org/media/files/Education_Uprooted_DIGITAL.pdf 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-45355532 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education 
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UNEP 

TOPIC A:  DEALING WITH PLASTIC DEBRIS IN THE OCEANS 

“Since its invention some 100 years ago, plastic has become an integral part of our daily lives, 
but every year some eight million tons of it ends up in the ocean, and there it can be lethal. 
Once in the ocean, plastic breaks down into tiny fragments, microplastics. Along with all 
industrial chemicals which have drained into the ocean these form a potentially toxic soup. 
The future of humanity and indeed all life on earth, now depends on us.” 

~ Sir David Attenborough 

Background and History of Plastic: 

Plastic, which means “pliable and easily shaped”, is now the word we use to refer to synthetic 
polymers, long chains of carbon atoms made from fossil fuels such as petroleum. The most important 
chemical base in it is ethylene, a by-product of crude oil refining. Today plastic materials represent 
80% of all marine waste. 300 million tons of plastic are produced each year, and of that amount only 
9% is recycled, 12% is incinerated, and 79% is accumulated in landfills or in the natural environment. 

1869 -- The first plastic ever produced dates back to when John Wesley Hyatt won $10,000 by treating 
cellulose to create a substitute for ivory, at the time in high demand due to the growing popularity of 
billiards. This invention was revolutionary as it presented a much cheaper and more accessible 
alternative to its natural counterparts. 

Following Leo Baekeland's beginning-of-the-century invention of synthetic plastic containing no 
natural molecules, the plastic production industry surged upwards by 300% in the United States 
during WWII, when this material suddenly became crucial in the war effort, as it was used as a 
substitute for all sorts of essential materials. Its large scale production and use continued after the 
war. 

In the 1960s, however, plastic debris was first observed floating on ocean currents and in 1972 the 
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, or 
MARPOL, was ratified, prohibiting the discharge of plastic into the sea. 

Main Problems and Current Situation: 

Each year, the equivalent of five stacked-up grocery bags of plastic waste, covering every foot of 
coastline in the whole world, ends up in the ocean. That’s eight million tons of plastic waste, 
amounting to more than 5.2 trillion pieces. It is the same as dumping a garbage truck filled with debris 
into the ocean every minute. In fact, according to one study, by 2050 there will be more plastic in the 
ocean than fish. 
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Almost every single piece of plastic ever made is still on our planet. The reason why pieces of plastic 
from one country can end up on the beaches of another on the other side of the planet is due to the 
circulatory movement of ocean currents and wind-driven gyres. Natural disasters move plastics and 
other waste into the sea, while a fourth of yearly plastic waste comes from the runoff of 10 major 
rivers. For many years various countries have been intentionally disposing of waste directly into the 
oceans, whereas shipping containers often fall unintentionally off of cargo ships. A study from 2017 on 
the notorious “plastic island” has shown that 79,000 metric tons of plastic trash compose the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch. 

Research continues to prove that plastic is having unprecedented repercussions and impacts on both 
humans and animals worldwide. Approximately 1,341 species have interacted with marine litter 
through colonization, ingestion, entanglement, suffocation, malnutrition, and more. Additional 
research states that 92% of the contacts between marine species and waste is with plastic. As it travels 
along ocean currents, this plastic debris is making its way into the ocean food chain, from tiny 
zooplankton to gigantic whales. Besides harming wildlife and biodiversity, it is even ending up in our 
own seafood dishes. In humans, plastic has been found to be an endocrine disruptor, which is not 
surprising since it is known to leach harmful chemicals into the environment. 

UNEP’s Stance & Efforts Toward the Cause: 

The UN has officially declared war on ocean plastic. In Nairobi, in May 2016, the world's environment 
ministers gathered at the second session of the United Nations Environment Assembly where, among 
other environmental issues, plastic debris in the ocean was discussed. Member states resolved to 
encourage product manufacturers and others to analyze and to take into consideration the 
environmental impacts and the lifecycle of products containing microbeads and compostable 
polymers. Furthermore, delegates sought the assistance of UNEP to assess the effectiveness of 
strategies and approaches to counter marine plastic and microplastics, while addressing gaps. UNEP 
was also asked to help develop and implement national and regional action plans to target marine 
litter, with emphasis on the main producers. 

At the following Environment Assembly the UN reiterated that member states must work towards 
preventing marine litter and the use of microplastics, by implementing more recycling and cleaning up 
existing pollution. During the UNEP assembly, different countries joined the Clean Seas campaign 
which was launched in February 2017 by UN Environment to involve governments, the general public, 
and the private sector in the marine plastic pollution struggle. It also targeted industry to minimize 
plastic packaging and redesign products. 

In addition, different plastic products such as bags or microbeads (found in cosmetic products) are 
being banned, taxed, or boycotted in an effort to reduce trash. Unfortunately this often comes with 
“unintended consequences”. 

Replacement products may cause more environmental harm than the plastic ones, and sometimes 
products advertised as biodegradable may turn out not to be. Consumer behavior may also change in 
an effort to substitute a given product. A good waste management structure is needed, especially in 
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countries that provide the largest sources of pollution. Developing countries often do not have such a 
system. 

This year the fourth UN Environment Assembly will be held once again in Nairobi in March, where 
innovative solutions and sustainable development will be discussed to address and support the goals 
of Agenda 2030, as already highlighted in the previous gatherings. 

 

References: 

http://89.31.103.110/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-assembly-convening-nairob 
i-governments-agree-25 

https://ocean.si.edu/conservation/pollution/marine-plastics  

https://www.sciencehistory.org/the-history-and-future-of-plastics 
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TOPIC B: EFFECTIVELY MANAGING NUCLEAR WASTE 

Introduction: 

Have you ever heard of Einstein’s most famous equation, E=mc2? Essentially, it describes the              
interchangeability between mass and energy. 

The nuclei of atoms contain massive amounts of energy which can be channeled to create electricity.                
There are two main methods of obtaining this energy: fission and fusion. The main difference between                
the two is that fission is the division of one atom into two, whereas fusion is the joining of two lighter                     
atoms to create a larger one. 

Taking radioactive elements such as uranium and plutonium, fission consists in the bombardment of              
an unstable isotope (an atom with the same number of protons but different number of neutrons) with                 
accelerated neutrons (subatomic particles with no electrical charge). This essentially causes the            
isotope to break into two smaller pieces, the fission products, creating fast-moving neutrons and lots               
of energy. When uranium is forced to split, it produces three additional neutrons that strike the new                 
nuclei once more, catalyzing what is known as a chain reaction. This energy then passes through the                 
components of a nuclear reactor to heat water which drives turbines that turn generators, ultimately               
producing electricity. 1 kilogram of uranium has the energy of 12,000 liters of mineral oil or 19,000                 
kilograms of hard coal! 

On the other hand, nuclear fusion, which works with small atoms such as hydrogen, is the process by                  
which protons of these atoms are forced to combine despite being both positively charged and hence                
repulsive of each other. An enormous amount of pressure and high temperatures are needed to form a                 
nucleus of a helium isotope. This procedure is also what happens in the sun, and produces significantly                 
more energy than nuclear fission. To quantify this amount, it would only take one gram’s worth of the                  
hydrogen isotopes (deuterium and tritium) to gain the same amount of energy as from 12,000               
kilograms of hard coal. Today, however, it is not possible to generate the amount of pressure required                 
in a nuclear power plant, making fusion is very difficult to control. 

A Brief History of Nuclear Energy & Major Disasters: 

1789 -- A German chemist, Martin Klaproth, discovers uranium. 

1934 -- The Italian physicist Enrico Fermi is the first to achieve nuclear fission after executing a series                  
of experiments. Early atomic research aims at developing weapons for the second world war, going               
under the codename “Manhattan Project”. August 6, 1945 -- During the final stages of WWII the                
world’s first atomic bomb is dropped over the Japanese city of Hiroshima by an American B-29, killing                 
80,000 people instantly and tens of thousands in the years to follow due to radiation exposure. Three                 
days later, on August 9, another bomb is dropped over the Japanese city of Nagasaki. 

1957 -- The International Atomic Energy Agency is created to respond to the concern over the                
discovery and various uses of nuclear energy and technology, seeking to promote the peaceful use of                
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nuclear power and preventing its military purposes such as those involving nuclear weapons. The              
Agency is inaugurated by US president Eisenhower’s speech, “Atoms for Peace” at the UN General               
Assembly in 1953, but is established as autonomous in 1957. 

September 29, 1957 -- Near Chelyabinsk, Russia, a chemical explosion triggered by a fault in the                
cooling system of the Kyshtym nuclear complex releases 70-80 tons of radioactive material into the               
air; thousands are exposed to radiation and forced to leave their homes. 

March 28, 1979 -- Decades later, at the reactor at Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in                 
Pennsylvania, USA, radiation leaks from water that spills out of the main cooling system. Although the                
accident does not provoke any deaths or injuries, it excites fear and confusion and is the most serious                  
accident to occur in the US. 

April 26, 1986 -- One out of four nuclear reactors explodes at the Chernobyl power station in Ukraine,                  
resulting in a fire which burns for 9 days while the disaster releases 100 times more radiation into the                   
air than the atomic bombs of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Radioactive deposits disperse into almost all               
countries in the northern hemisphere. The immediate explosion and acute radiation sickness causes             
30 deaths while tens of thousands are forced to flee from their homes and the catastrophe results in                  
thousands of subsequent deaths from cancer. 

March 11, 2011 -- The Chernobyl disaster is the only one classified as “major” by the IAEA until a                   
powerful earthquake (magnitude of 9.0) and consequent tsunami damages 4 out of 6 reactors at the                
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. Multiple fires are set off and engineers use seawater to cool                
reactor cores. 19,000 people die in the tsunami and 160,000 are obliged escape from radiation in the                 
Fukushima area. 

Benefits of Nuclear Energy: 

Before delving into the issues having to do with managing nuclear waste, it is appropriate to discuss                 
the benefits of this energy source. Firstly, the IAEA believes that nuclear power can be a significant                 
contributor to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions while providing a solution to energy              
demands, as well as supporting global sustainable development. Nuclear power plants produce close             
to zero emissions or air pollutants, avoiding therefore the release of carbon dioxide which amounts to                
approximately 2 billion tons a year. The Paris Agreement, signed by 175 countries in 2016, aims at                 
limiting the increase in global temperature to 1.5 °C and therefore promotes and encourages the               
expansion in production of nuclear power among member states. 

Furthermore, due to its reliability, nuclear energy provides well-paid jobs, can help boost international              
development, and looks promising for the increase in electric vehicles. Beyond providing electricity,             
nuclear energy is used in space exploration, water desalination, medical equipment sterilization, and             
even in the production of radioisotopes used in cancer treatment. 
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Main Problems with Nuclear Waste: 

Unfortunately, despite all of its prospects and positive aspects, the generation of nuclear power              
produces a by-product, nuclear waste, which can be considerably dangerous if not treated properly.              
The following characterization of waste provides information on its physical, chemical, and            
radiological properties in order to identify safety requirements and processing options. Three main             
types of waste have been classified: 

● Low-level waste: includes all cleaning tools and protective clothing used in nuclear facilities or              
in hospitals. Because these items do not come into direct contact with radioactive material,              
they only contain small amounts of short-lived radioactivity and therefore typically do not             
require any shielding. 

● Intermediate-level waste: includes reactor parts, resins, chemical sludges, metal fuel cladding,           
water filters, and more. It has 4% of the radioactivity of all radioactive waste and does require                 
some shielding due to its higher levels of radioactivity. 

● High-level waste: is spent fuel that is very hot and radioactive when removed from a reactor.                
Its radioactivity declines over time. It requires cooling and shielding. This type of waste              
contains fission products and originates from the “burning” of nuclear fuel in the reactor. A               
distinction exists between used or spent fuel and separated waste from the reprocessing of              
used fuel. Despite its being the most dangerous type of waste, making up 95% of total                
radioactivity, it amounts to only 3% of the nuclear waste volume worldwide. 

Disposal of High-Level Nuclear Waste: 

To render waste safe for disposal it needs to be sorted, reduced in volume, changed physically and                 
chemically, as well as immobilized and packaged. This process involves three main steps: 

● Pre-treatment is the procedure that segregates contaminated and non-contaminated         
waste, sometimes reducing it in size to optimize the downstream processing. 

● Treatment is the operation by which safety is enhanced and cost is minimized. It can               
imply changing the waste’s composition through the separation of the radioactive           
component from the bulk waste. Common techniques include incineration of solid           
waste or evaporation of liquid waste. 

● Conditioning finally brings waste to disposal readiness by converting it into a            
manageable form so that it is safe to transport and store. Conditioning techniques slow              
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the release of radionuclides into the environment. Waste is therefore encapsulated into            
cement, bitumen, glass or specifically designed containers after being kept for a few             
years underwater (water is excellent in shielding and cooling) so that radiation can             
decay to safer levels. Nonetheless, these solutions are not sustainable in the long term,              
as different types of nuclear waste can have half-lives of anywhere between tens of              
thousands to millions of years. 

Other options for terminal disposal include deep geological storage, done in most countries, or              
recycling. Since nuclear waste comprises over 90% uranium, it still contains usable fuel that has the                
potential to be chemically processed in advanced fast reactors to complete the fuel cycle.              
Consequently, waste is reduced and more energy can be extracted. Waste can also be launched into                
outer space, but it is necessary to take into consideration the risk of dispersion upon lift-off. 

A current dilemma surrounds the issue of whether uranium waste should be easily retrievable from               
repositories in case future generations may find it a valuable resource, or whether its condition should                
remain unaltered over the course of approximately 1,000 years so that most of the radioactivity will                
have decayed. At that point it would be similar to naturally-occuring uranium ore (despite being more                
concentrated). 

The IAEA aims at establishing a safety framework for the proper management and disposal of spent                
fuel and other radioactive waste among member states. It has developed Safety Standards and              
coordinates a Waste Safety Standards Committee besides providing the Secretariat for meetings of the              
Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste                
Management  to address this issue on a global scale. 
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